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©	  S-‐B.Meehan,	  2014	  	  Transit ion Words of  Agreement / Addit ion 
/ S imi lar ity 

The transition words like also ,  in  addit ion ,  and,  l i kewise ,  add informat ion ,  re inforce ideas, 
and express agreement with preceding material. 

  

in the first p lace 

not only . . .  but a lso 

as a matter of fact 

in l ike manner 

in addit ion 

coupled with 

in the same fashion / 
way 

first ,  second, th ird 

in the l ight of 

not to mention 

to say nothing of 

equal ly important 

by the same token 

again 

to 

and 

also 

then 

equal ly 

ident ical ly 

uniquely 

l ike 

as 

too 

moreover 

as wel l  as 

together with 

of course 

l ikewise 

comparat ively 

correspondingly 

s imi lar ly 

furthermore 

addit ional ly 



©	  S-‐B.Meehan,	  2014	  	  

©	  S-‐B.Meehan,	  2014	  	  

Transit ion Words of Cause / Condit ion / 
Purpose 

These transitional phrases present specific condit ions or intent ions. 

 

in the event 
that 

granted 
(that) 

as / so long 
as 

on (the) 
condit ion 
(that) 

for the 
purpose of 

with th is 
intent ion 

with th is in 
mind 

in the hope 
that 

to the end 
that 

for fear 
that 

in order to 

seeing / 
being that 

in v iew of 

If 

. . .  then 

un less 

  

when 

whenever 

whi le 

  

because of 

as 

s ince 

whi le 

lest 

in case 

provided 
that 

g iven that 

only / even if 

so that 

so as to 

owing to 

inasmuch as 

due to 

 



Transit ion Words of Examples / Support / 
Emphasis 

These transitional devices (like especia l ly ) are used to introduce examples as support , to 
indicate importance or as an i l lustrat ion so that an idea is cued to the reader. 
  

in  other 
words 

to put it  
d ifferent ly 

for one th ing 

as an 
i l lustrat ion 

in th is case 

for th is 
reason 

to put it  
another way 

that is to say 

with attent ion 
to 

by a l l  means 

  

important to 
real ise 

another key 
point 

f irst th ing to 
remember 

most compel l ing 
ev idence 

must be 
remembered 

point often 
over looked 

to point out 

on the posit ive / 
negat ive s ide 

with th is in mind 

notably 

inc lud ing 

l ike 

to be sure 

namely 

ch ief ly 

tru ly 

indeed 

certa in ly 

sure ly 

markedly 

  

especia l ly 

specif ica l ly 

expressive ly 

surpr is ing ly 

frequent ly 

s ign if icant ly 

in fact 

in general  

in  part icu lar 

in detai l  

for example 

for instance 

to demonstrate 

to emphasise 

to repeat 

to c lar ify 

to exp la in 

to enumerate 

such as 
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Transit ion Words of Effect / Consequence 
/ Result 

 

Some of these transition words (thus ,  then,  according ly ,  consequent ly ,  therefore,  henceforth ) are 
time words that are used to show that after  a particular time there was a consequence or an effect . 

Note that for  and because  are placed before the cause/reason. The other devices are placed before the 
consequences or effects. 

  

as a result 

under those 
circumstances 

in that case 

for th is reason 

in effect 

for 

thus 

because the 

then 

hence 

consequent ly 

therefore 

thereupon 

forthwith 

accordingly 

henceforth 
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Transit ion Words of Conclusion / Summary 
/ Restatement 

These transition words and phrases conclude, summarise and / or restate ideas, or indicate a 
final general  statement . Also some words (like therefore ) from the Effect / Consequence category 
can be used to summarise. 

as can be seen 

general ly speaking 

in the final  analysis 

a l l  th ings 
considered 

as shown above 

in the long run 

g iven these points 

as has been noted 

in a word 

for the most part 

after a l l  

in fact 

in summary 

in conclus ion 

in short 

in br ief 

in essence 

to summarise 

on balance 

a ltogether 

overal l  

ordinari ly 

usual ly 

by and large 

to sum up 

on the whole 

in any event 

in e ither case 

a l l  in a l l  

  

Obviously 

U lt imately 

Defin ite ly 
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Transit ion Words  of  T ime / Chronology / 
Sequence 

These transitional words (like fina l ly ) have the function of limiting, restricting, and defining t ime. They can be 
used either alone or as part of adverbia l  expressions . 
  

at  the 
present 
t ime 
from t ime 
to t ime 
sooner or 
later 
at the 
same t ime 
up to the 
present 
t ime 
to begin 
with 

in due t ime 
as soon as 
as long as 
in the 
meant ime 
in a moment 
without de lay 
in the f irst 
p lace 
a l l  of a 
sudden 
at th is instant 
f irst ,  second 

  

immediate ly 
qu ick ly 
f ina l ly 
after 
later 
last 
unt i l  
t i l l  
s ince 
then 
before 
hence 
s ince 
when 

once 
about 
next 
now 
  
formerly 
suddenly 
short ly 
henceforth 
whenever 
eventual ly 
meanwhi le 
further 
dur ing 

in t ime 
pr ior to 
forthwith 
stra ightaway 
  
by the t ime 
whenever 
  
unt i l  now 
now that 
  
instant ly 
present ly 
occasional ly

Many transition words in the time category (consequent ly ;  f irst ,  second,  th ird ;  further;  hence; 
henceforth;  s ince;  then,  when; and whenever ) have other uses.  Except for the numbers (first ,  
second,  th ird ) and further  they add a meaning of t ime in expressing conditions, qualifications, or reasons. 
The numbers are also used to add informat ion or l ist  examples . Further  is also used to indicate added 
space as well as added time. 
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Transit ion Words of  Space / Location / 
P lace 

These transition words are often used as part of adverbia l  expressions  and have the function to restrict, 
limit or qualify space. Quite a few of these are also found in the T ime category and can be used to describe 
spatial order or spatial reference. 
 

in  the 
middle 

to the 
left/r ight 

in front of 

on th is s ide 

in the 
d istance 

here and 
there 

in the 
foreground 

in the 
background 

in the 
centre of 

  

adjacent to 

opposite to  

here 

there 

next 

where 

from 

over 

near 

above 

below 

down 

up 

under 

further 

beyond 

nearby 

wherever 

around 

between 

before 

a longside 

amid 

among 

beneath 

beside 

behind 

across



 


