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[ABC Kids podcast sting – this is an ABC podcast]
[Dinosaur roars and exciting music]
Amanda: From the terrifying Triassic to the calamitous Cretaceous, we’re bringing it all together for the greatest race of all time!
[Music build-up]
Amanda and child’s voice: Welcome to the Dino Dome!  
[Applause]
Amanda: Every week, we pit two colossal contenders against each other to see who can fly, leap or wriggle across the finish line first.
But this is no normal foot race - some of our contestants don’t even have feet! 
The Dino Dome landscape changes with each match up. Will it be a cross country through the Arctic or a sprint on a sunburnt savannah? Anything goes in the Dino Dome!   
I’m your host, Amanda Shalala, and as always, I’m joined by my friend and dinosaur fact-o-saurus, Tim Richards!
Tim: Let’s get this race on the road!
Amanda, Tim and child’s voice: Let’s get ready to roar!
[Ding ding ding]
Child’s voice on megaphone: From the Late Jurassic, standing at the height of a four-storey building and weighing as much as five elephants! It’s got a world-famous neck and an appetite for leaves! Give it up for brachiosaurus!
[Applause and dinosaur roar and footsteps]
Child’s voice on megaphone: And all the way from the Late Cretaceous, it’s not technically a dinosaur but it sure likes to eat them, it’s the length of a bus and heavier than two rhinos, put your hands together for the super croc… deinosuchus!  
[Applause and dinosaur roar]
Amanda: A dinosaur and a dino-eater!
Tim: They are very different beasts and it really all comes down to the dome today, Amanda. If it’s a water race, Deinosuchus certainly has the advantage. Like the crocs of today, it’s fast in the water but much slower on land. Having said that though, brachiosaurus isn’t exactly light on its feet.
Amanda: OK Tim, let’s see where we’ve landed for today’s race.
[Dino Dome theme song ‘you never know in the Dino Dome!’]
Tim: I can see water. I bet super croc is relieved.
Amanda: It sounds pretty wild down there, the water’s moving fast and it’s all white and churny.
Tim: A river rapid through a canyon! Oh those rocky cliffs and boulders should be interesting. And here come some trees – they’re growing into a dense woodland. 
[bookmark: _Hlk103935333]Amanda: Oh I love the smell of pine. It’s like Christmas! Or toilet cleaner!
Tim: Brrrr it’s getting a bit nippy in here, isn’t it? That’s not good for our super croc.
Amanda: Could a chilly dome slow her down?
Tim: If it stayed cold for too long, yes. All her body processes would slow almost to a stop.
Amanda: Any last comments before kick-off?
Tim: Only that this will be like two separate cross-country races – land versus water; and both with a lot of obstacles in their way. I can’t wait to see what happens next.
Amanda: Let’s take it to the starting line. On your marks, get set…
[Starting siren]
Amanda, Tim and child’s voice: Dinos go!
[Splash, exciting music]
Amanda: Deinosuchus hasn’t wasted any time getting in the water! She’s jumped from the starting line straight into the rushing rapids and she’s letting the current do the work for her. Very clever!
Tim: Not much is actually known about their intelligence but they sure were cunning and fearsome. The name deinosuchus means terrible crocodile.
Amanda: Scary!
Tim: They had teeth the size of bananas and a bite stronger than T-rex! 
Amanda: I’m glad brachiosaurus isn’t in the water with her! How’s our sweet sauropod going?
Tim: She’s making it look easy, Amanda. At her height, it’s like crossing the length of a cricket pitch with every step.
Amanda: She’s not super speedy and she’s following the river where the trees aren’t too dense. 
Tim: Well, you know what they say about being slow and steady…
Amanda: It makes for a boring race? Haha just kidding! Brachiosaurus is like a dinosaur giraffe! 
Tim: Two full-sized giraffes balancing on top of each other aren’t even as long as a brachiosaurus neck!
Amanda: Phwoar! Well, Brachy’s not getting anywhere fast. Let’s check in on our super croc, she was making a lot of headway catching that fast current through the rapids but…
[Crowd gasps] 
Amanda: Tim, are you seeing what I’m seeing?
Tim: A waterfall! That is a steep drop!
Amanda: And the bottom of the falls is filled with sharp rocks! This could be a disaster for Deinosuchus!
Tim: I can’t watch. Tell me when it’s over.
[Swimming movements]
Amanda: Incredible! She’s changing course. She’s as big as a bus and looks just as tough. Look at her go! She’s using that strong body and huge tail to swim across the current. Look at that power.
Tim: She’s made it onto the banks, I don’t believe it! 
[Applause and dinosaur call]
Tim: Oh no, sounds like Brachiosaurus is in trouble too!
Amanda: Aw, she’s hit a dead end. The trees are too dense for her to squeeze through.
Can’t she just swim to get around them? Or maybe she could wade - she looks big enough to touch the bottom.
Tim: We haven’t found any evidence that Brachiosaurus could swim and even walking through wouldn’t be possible in that strong current. 
Amanda: She’s not…. climbing a tree, is she?
[Wood creaking]
Tim: She’s rearing up on her back legs! Some experts don’t think this manoeuvre was possible, but I always suspected they were wrong.
Amanda: Brachiosaurus is using her longer, more powerful front legs – or arms - to push over that pine tree! 
Tim: That tree may as well be a toothpick! 
[Tree cracking]
Tim: Here it goes!
[Crashing]
Amanda: Timber! Brachiosaurus is literally changing the course of this race and I love it! Let’s check back in with super croc after that near miss with the waterfall.
Tim: She’s definitely slowed down since racing through those rapids. It looks like she’s a little stuck in the mud. 
Amanda: Looks like she’s trying to get down that muddy embankment, it’s the only way to avoid the falls and continue on course.
[Muddy squelches and fart sound]
Amanda: Did you just?
Tim: It was the mud! 
Amanda: (laughing) Okay okay - this detour may have paid off for Deinosuchus. The muddy hill has turned into a bit of a slip and slide. Down she goes!
[Splash]
Tim: And she’s safely back in the water. 
Amanda: Super croc is way out in front, even with that slippery setback. If there are no more surprises in store, she should be able to ride the rapids all the way to the finish line.
Tim:: I think you’re forgetting an important detail. 
Amanda: Anything goes in the Dino Dome! 
Tim: How’s brachy doing? 
Amanda: She’s been knocking trees down left and right like a lumberjack, but it’s hard work and it’s really slowing her down. Looks like she’s changing tack here. She’s back up on her rear legs but now she’s not pushing over trees. She’s stretching that long neck above the canopy to find a new way through.
Tim: The quickest way to the end for brachiosaurus would be to cut across the middle of the course.
Amanda: Deinosuchus has no real choice but to stick to the longer path, swimming through the windy river to the finish line.
Tim: But a shortcut to the finish will take Brachiosaurus up and over those rocks and boulders.
Amanda: So? 
Tim: Brachiosauruses tend to avoid hills. Because they’re so big, it takes a lot of energy to climb plus, there’s a bigger risk of stumbling and falling.
Amanda: She’s risking it!
Tim: Easy does it! Careful! One wrong step and it’s all over!
Amanda: She’s edging through the large boulders, but I’m more worried about the loose rocks under her feet. Oh no, do you hear that?
[Rumble]
Tim:: Rockslide! Run!
[Falling rocks]
Amanda: She’s making it! Rocks are falling fast but she’s not stopping. Look at that focus!
[Splash]
Amanda: I don’t believe it – the rocks have all landed in the river! Super croc’s way is completely blocked. What’s she gonna do? She can’t win this race on foot, can she?
Tim: Certainly not, it’s much too cold and it’s way too far.
Amanda: The rocks have created a huge wall, if she can climb it, or figure out a way around it there’s a clear path to the finish line. Can super crocs climb, Tim?
Tim: Nothing that steep, Amanda. I don’t think she could make it over the first boulder – it’s too big, even for a bus-sized crocodillian.
Amanda: Hang on a minute – she’s getting out of the water and, it looks like she’s sizing up that fallen tree. Could she climb over that?
Tim: That’s not what she’s thinking.
[Crunching]
Amanda: Woah! She’s biting through the tree trunk! How is this possible??
Tim: The bite force of deinosuchus is incredibly strong – stronger than a T-rex! It could bite through steel like butter! A tree that size won’t be a problem. 
Amanda: Incredible! The finish line is so close, looks like it’s all over for Brachy. 
Hang on, Deinosuchus is stopping. What’s she doing?
Tim: The sun has come out – she’s having a sunbake. 
Amanda: But the finish line is right there!
Tim: Deinosuchus is an ectotherm -  they’re cold blooded, getting a bit of sunshine is vital for her body to keeping running.
[Snoring]
Amanda: Is she… snoring?
Tim: Like a kitten in a sunbeam. Where’s Brachy after that rocky avalanche?
Amanda: Looks like she’s dusted herself off and is making her way through the forest. The determination today has been absolutely outstanding.
Tim: She might have been the slower racer but she hasn’t given up
Amanda: She’s within reach of the finish line now. I don’t believe it, Deinosuchus is still sleeping.
[Heavy footsteps and applause]
Amanda: Brachy has just stepped right over her competitor…
[Finish siren]
Child’s voice on megaphone: Winner!
Amanda:… and crossed the finish line! That’s gotta hurt, Tim.
Tim: I don’t think Deinosuchus cares. She’s out cold.
Amanda: But hopefully a little warmer now. I’m gonna get Brachy her hard-earned trophy – you take our Domers through the replay.
[Action replay music]
Tim: There were two very different events today in the dome. The starting siren saw Deinosuchus splashing into the rapids, where it was smooth sailing until a waterfall forced a detour down a muddy embankment. Brachiosaurus, on the other hand, had a slow and steady start through the pine trees until she was forced up a rocky mountain, sending boulders flying and blocking the path of the super croc. Despite biting through an entire tree, and being mere metres from the finish line, Deinosuchus was lulled into a sunny slumber, leaving the path open for Brachy to take the win.
[Applause]
Amanda: Thanks, Tim. We’re sending the crane up with the trophy now 
She’s taking the trophy, but she doesn’t have good grip on it. Those herbivore teeth aren’t good for grabbing.
[Crash]
Amanda: Oops… she dropped it.
Tim: Right onto Deinosuchus’s head!
[Snoring]
Amanda: Hmm, never mind then. 
Who will compete next in the greatest race of all time? We’ll find out next time in the Dino Dome.
[Dino Dome theme music ends as crowd cheers]
Disclaimer: No dinosaurs were harmed in the making of Dino Dome, as they’re all extinct. Therefore, all sounds in Dino Dome were made by humans and animals, including vultures, emus, camels and goats. [Goat bleats] Yes, goats. 
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