Teacher Resource

2021 in Review

Activity: The News in 2021

What was your best memory of a news event in 20217 Students can
have a look through the BTN archives to remind them of the stories
BTN covered this year. Choose your five favourite stories from BTN this
year. They can choose stories from a range of topics, for example
Science, Health, Environment, the Arts, Sport and Human Interest.

Once students have chosen their favourite stories from 2021, answer
the following questions and then share with the class:

e  Why did you choose these stories?
e  Why do you think kids would be interested in these stories?
e Why do you think BTN ran this story?

Activity: What makes something ‘news’?

Events happen in the world every day. Some of these events become
news stories that appear in the daily news. Students will investigate
what makes an event newsworthy. Before starting this activity,
brainstorm some ideas as a class.

Watch BTN’s News Values video, which explores what makes news,
news. In this video we look at the news values that determine which
stories we see and hear about and which ones we don't and how those
news values can subtly shape the way we see the world.

Make your own news story
Students will then put together their own news program. Students will
need to include a good balance of stories across different topics.
Respond to the following questions for each news story.

e Why did you choose this story?

e Summarise the main issue/message.
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KEY LEARNING

Students will choose their
favourite stories from BTN in
2021. Students will explore
what news values are and why
they are important.

CURRICULUM

English — Year 6

Use comprehension strategies
to interpret and analyse
information and ideas,
comparing content from a
variety of textual sources
including media and digital
texts.

Compare texts including media
texts that represent ideas and
events in different ways,
explaining the effects of the
different approaches.

English — Year 7

Analyse and explain the ways
text structures and language
features shape meaning and
vary according to audience and
purpose.

Compare the text structures
and language features of
multimodal texts, explaining
how they combine to influence
audiences.

Media Arts — Years 5 & 6
Plan, produce and present
media artworks for specific
audiences and purposes using
responsible media practice.

e Isthe news story about a current local issue or an issue from the past?

e Where and when did it happen?

e What new information have you found about it?

e Who is affected by the issue?

e How are they affected by the issue?

e  Why is it important for people to know about the issue?

o  Why will people be interested in watching the news story?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJiXvvrFlw8

Activity: Make your own news report

Have you ever dreamt of being a news reporter? Students will produce a short video about someone who’s

doing something great, doing something interesting or helping others in their community. It could be a

friend, family member, schoolteacher, or themselves. Alternatively, you could encourage students to

research an issue that affects their local community.

Choose someone in your community that you want to feature in your news report. Watch some of
BTN’s Rookie Reports for inspiration.

Write your story — Find out what makes a good feature story here. Celebrate the persons’ strengths
in your writing. Share your story with the class.

Plan your report — Story board your news report on paper.

Make your news report — Check out the videos below for a range of tips on how to make a news
report. Visit BTN’s Rookie Reporter webpage for more training videos.

il 1

Recording great audio Shooting the story Conducting interviews

Activity: Filming tips

Before watching BTN’s Explainer on How to Make News, hold a class discussion asking students what they

think are good filming tips when making a news report, recording students’ responses on the class

whiteboard. After the discussion, watch this BTN Explainer to learn more about filming tips, like how to

frame your shots and what the rule of thirds is. Students will then respond to the following focus questions.

Focus Questions
1.
2.

L XN

What is meant by the term ‘framing’?
Which way should you hold a smartphone
when filming? Why?

What is the difference between ‘direct’ and
‘indirect’ interview styles? HOW TO MAKE
The direct to camera interview style is more
natural. True or false?

What does it mean to have an eye level
camera angle?

What is the rule of thirds? Draw a diagram to help explain the concept.
What is a camera pan?

When starting out it is safer to keep your shots still. True or false?
What questions do you have about filming?
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http://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookiereporter/
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson987/QualititesFeatureStory.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookie.htm
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/recording-great-audio/10007666
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/shooting-the-story/10007632
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/conducting-interviews/10007588
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uj4d36wMZh4&list=PLYnBEb50PSAqFXHt9s2jSR_1mdHrkk6mi&index=29
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uj4d36wMZh4&list=PLYnBEb50PSAqFXHt9s2jSR_1mdHrkk6mi&index=29

Activity: Good News Stories

BTN featured lots of good news stories in 2021, many of them showing kids doing amazing things. Choose
one of your favourite stories below or visit BTN’s website to see more. Respond to the following questions:

e What is the story about?

e  Why did you choose this story?

e Why do you think BTN chose to feature this story?
e Describe the main issue/message in the story.

e What makes this story interesting?

e What questions do you have about the story?

Welcome to Country

Fantastic Forests Just Like You
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/her-way-sports-magazine/13598910
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookiereporter/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/cooking-with-kindness/13585730
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/welcome-to-country/13362054
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/fantastic-forests/13188978
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/brydi-just-like-you/13524124

Act|V|ty BTN Smence Week Speual

In this BTN Science Week special, we learn more
about the work epidemiologists have been doing to
understand and fight COVID-19 outbreaks. We take a
closer look at what climate change is and what

scientists around the world are doing to try to save us
from its effects. We look at the positive and negative
aspects of the robot revolution and the ways robots

will continue to change our lives in the future and look
into what the future of food might look like.
Video | Teacher Resource

Activity: Competitions
What competitions did you see in 2021 and wish you had entered with your students? Make a list of

competitions that might interest students in your class and get planning for 2022. Below is a list of
competitions that BTN featured in 2021 and 2020.

BTN - Little Big Idea Winner BTN - Young Archie 2021
Competition details here Competition details here

e A <7 i - v/ B
BTN - Minecraft Education Challenge BTN - Sleek Geeks 2020

Competition details here Competition details here

More competitions...
e My Place competition — ABC Education and the Australian Children’s Television Foundation (ACTF)

e |ndigenous Language Art competition — ABC Education

e Heywire competition — ABC
e Books That Made Us: Youth Fiction Prize — ABC Education
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/20210817-ep23-btn/13494784
https://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/13494794/data/science-week-special-%25E2%2580%2593-teacher-resource-%28pdf%29-data.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/little-big-idea-winner/13637154
https://www.littlebigidea.com.au/#/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/young-archie-2021/13396080
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/young-archie/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/minecraft-education-challenge/13575104
https://indigitalschools.com/minecraft-challenge/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/sleek-geeks-2020/12900696
https://australian.museum/get-involved/eureka-prizes/2021-eureka-prizes-winners/
https://actf.com.au/teaching_resources/id/10402/my-place-competition
https://www.schoolsreconciliationchallenge.org.au/activities/indigenous-language-art-competition-2021/
https://www.abc.net.au/heywire/2022-heywire-competition-open-for-entries/13477192
https://www.abc.net.au/education/books-that-made-us-youth-fiction-prize/13512326

Activity: Create your own Super Quiz

After completing the BTN 2021 Super Quiz, students will create their own news quiz. Students can use the
following as a guide.

1. Make a list of news stories from 2021 that
were important to you.
2. Write a structure for your quiz. Include a quiz

title, target audience, time frame in which quiz l
needs to be completed and news themes. S U P E RQU IZ )
3. Write and design your quiz. Consider including A “ 202][‘ i L

multiple choice, true or false and picture quiz.
It is important that your questions are based

on news stories from 2021. Make it fun,
engaging and educational.

4. Give your quiz to a classmate to complete. Provide your classmate with a score and correct
answers.

Activity: Get your news daily

Watch BTN every day! BTN Newsbreak is a great way
to kick off the morning routine. You can watch
Newsbreak anytime on our website or by subscribing
to our YouTube channel. Head to the BTN website for
all the details.

Useful Websites

e BTN Classroom Stories — BTN

o Newsbreak Stories — BTN

e How to Make News: Filming, Framing & The Rule of Thirds — BTN YouTube
o  What Makes News, News? — BTN Media Literacy
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/stories/weekly/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/stories/daily/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uj4d36wMZh4&list=PLYnBEb50PSAqFXHt9s2jSR_1mdHrkk6mi&index=30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJiXvvrFlw8

