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[ABC Podcast sting – This is an ABC podcast]
Costa:	Hi, it's Costa here. Thanks for joining us at Gardening Buds. If you're new to the podcast, head back and start from episode one. If you've been with us from the start, let's get into it.
[phone rings]
[hold music starts]
Costa: Welcome back to the Gardening Buds hotline. Your bud is counting butterflies, but will be with you shortly. 
[hold music ends]
Costa: Hello?
Caylee: Hi.
Costa:	Oh, Caylee. How are you?
Caylee: Good. How are you?
Costa:	I'm really good. Now, I've got a joke for you.
[upbeat music starts]
Caylee: Ooh, I love jokes. What is it?
Costa:	What did the flower say to the flower beside her?
Caylee: I don't know.
Costa:	Move over bud.
[costa and Caylee laugh]
Caylee: Costa, I've had lots of thinking of what type of garden I would like.
Costa:	That's great, Caylee.
Caylee: Last time, you said something about a site assessment?
Costa:	A site assessment. The perfect place to start today's mission.
Caylee: What's a site assessment?
Costa:	I'll explain when I get there. Just have some pens and a piece of paper ready.
Caylee: Okay. 
[dial tone]
[music ends]
[knock at the door]
Caylee: You're already here?!
Costa:	There's no time to waste. I'm ready.
Caylee: Okay. Good point. The place I want my garden is in the backyard. Come on.
[footsteps]
Caylee: This is my backyard.
[light guitar music starts]
[sound of birds in the background]
Costa:	Wow. Okay. So this is your place.
Caylee: Costa, I have a question. What's a site assessment again?
Costa:	A site assessment is recording what's here so we can figure out what kind of garden is best. That means seeing what sort of stuff you've got and how your space is shaped and what the weather's like in the area you want to grow the garden.
Caylee: Ah, that's so we know everything's going to fit.
Costa:	The first thing is looking at the sun and how much light different spaces get. The second thing is how much space do we have to work with. Okay, Caylee. We need to do a drawing of the space. Do you have your pens and pencils?
Caylee: Of course.
[sound of pens and pencils scratching on paper]
Costa:	Excellent. So this area has tiles on the ground and there's walls along the edges. And there's a little bit of grass. And then I can see the sun over here. But then this wall over here, it's facing the sun all day, so things will grow really well there.
Caylee: Why is it important about which spots are sunny?
Costa:	Because different plants like different amounts of sun. So some plants love the sun, but other plants like the shade. And when you know which areas are which, then you put the right plants in the right spot.
Caylee: Cool.
Costa:	So when you make a little plan of your garden for your site assessment, we measure the spaces.
Caylee: Why do we need to measure the space again?
[more pencils scratching]
Costa:	Well, then we know how big the area is and we can on our plan draw things on there so that they're the right size and say, okay, if we put a garden bed here, it will take up this much space. But maybe someone might be planting a garden in a much smaller space. They mightn't be measuring as much, but they still need to do a bit of measuring to work out how big a pot they need.
Caylee: You don't want to buy a giant pot and have nowhere to put it.
Costa:	Exactly. So these are the things that we get from making a plan and we can see it all and make it work.
[music ends]
Caylee: I think I know what I want my garden to be. I think I will like some strawberries. We should have a big pot of flowers all along. Does that sound like a good idea?
Costa:	There's lots of great ideas in there, but at this stage of the project what we need to do is think about the plants and what they need. And that's an interesting word called microclimate.
Caylee: A microclimate?
Costa:	So that's the small climates around the garden.
Caylee: Hey, Costa. What are those glasses?
Costa:	These are my microclimate goggles.
[sci-fi sound effect]
Caylee: Cool.
[upbeat music starts]
Costa:	And when I put them on, I can come into anyone's backyard and I start to see it very differently because I see the warm parts of the garden and the cool parts of the garden. I see the wet parts of the garden and the dry parts of the garden. I see the windy parts and the protected non-windy parts.
Caylee: How can one garden be hot and cold and wet and windy and dry?
Costa:	Even though your garden is in one spot, the way things like the furniture, the walls, even the buildings around it, the neighbors place, a tree next door, it all can change and affect the amount of light or rain or shade a space gets.
Caylee: Whoa, are all of those things in my garden?
Costa:	All these clues are here. Let me show you.
[sci-fi sound effect]
Caylee: Oh!
Costa:	That wall over there, if you have a look, what's all that stuff on the bottom of the wall?
Caylee: Oh. What is that called? Moss I think.
Costa:	Moss. Exactly. Now, that tells you that in that microclimate, it stays shady and damp, so that part is a cool part of the garden. Whereas this wall, because it gets all the hot afternoon sun, look at how bright and clean it is, there's no moss here.
Caylee: And hey, if you feel the brick behind here, it's kind of warm.
Costa:	It's warm, isn't it? That's right.
Caylee: Ah, if these bricks are hot, then the one's back there with moss on them, they must be cold. Let's go and see.
[footsteps running across the garden]
Costa:	Feel the wall. Oh yeah.
Caylee: Oh, that's cold.
Costa:	So what we're starting to understand with our microclimate goggles is which areas are where, where are the hot parts of the garden, where are the cool parts of the garden, what areas are more damp and wet, and which ones are dry. And then we can think about where's the wind come from. So when we put our microclimate goggles on, it helps us to understand our garden better. Then we'll be able to put the right plants or build our garden in the right spot...
Caylee: Great idea.
Costa:	... for those plants we want.
Caylee: So that's why site assessments are important. Why didn't you say that in the first place?
Costa:	Because I wanted you to experience a site assessment and be part of it and then you can start to see what's going on in your backyard. 
[music ends]
Costa: And you don't have to have a backyard or a garden to do some investigating with microclimate goggles. You listening at home might have a front garden, a balcony, or a pot on your window sill. All those spots at your place have their own microclimates too.
Caylee: So everywhere has a microclimate?
Costa:	Yep, exactly.
Caylee: Oh! I got an idea.
Costa:	Tell me.
Caylee: Let's do a quiz about how much I've learned today. And you listening at home, you can play along too.
Costa:	That sounds like a great thing to do.
[quiz theme music starts]
Costa: For the quiz this week, there's only one question.
Caylee: Whoa, whoa, whoa, then how is it a quiz?
Costa:	Because this one question has three parts to it.
Caylee: I don't understand what that means, but okay let's do it.
Costa:	What are three things you measure in a site assessment?
Caylee: Hmm… You measure how much space you got.
Costa:	Yep.
Caylee: Where the light is.
Costa:	That's right.
Caylee: And what the temperature is.
[birds tweet and a crowd cheers and claps]
Costa:	I would've also accepted how wet or windy an area is too.
[quiz music ends]
Caylee: Because this day was so fun, I think this calls for a victory dance.
[dance music starts]
Costa:	Yes. It's a victory dance.
Caylee: I'm going to do a pirouette.
[dance music continues, then ends]
Costa:	Whoa, I'm a bit puffed after that massive victory dance.
Caylee: I feel awesome.
Costa:	Caylee, I've had the best time visiting your garden. I've got to head back to Gardening Buds HQ, but next time we'll be learning about how plants work.
Caylee: Cool, that sounds awesome.
Costa:	All right. I'll see you later.
Caylee: Okay. Bye.
Costa:	Bye.
[upbeat theme music starts]
Costa: Gardening Buds challenge of the week. I challenge you to put your microclimate goggles on and explore the different microclimates at your place. See if you can figure out which part of your backyard or home is hottest in the morning and which part gets the most sunlight in the afternoon. Is there a part that gets super cold or windy? See if you can do some detective work to figure out why.
[music ends]
Costa: You've been listening to an ABC Kids listen podcast. For music to move, podcasts to play, stories and soundtracks to sleep, download the ABC Kids listen app free from your app store.
[bird sounds end]
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