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Teacher Resource 

Focus Questions 
COVID Roadmap 

1. What did the COVID Roadmap story explain? 

2. What are the kids in the BTN story looking forward to when 

lockdown ends? 

3. Explain the restrictions in NSW if you are under 16 and not 

vaccinated. 

4. Melbourne is the most locked down city in the world. True or 

false? 

5. What are you looking forward to most when Australia opens up? 
 

La Palma Volcano 

1. Find the island of La Palma on Google Maps.  

2. La Palma is part of what archipelago? 

3. How long has it been since the volcano on La Palma erupted? 

4. What is a hot spot volcano?  

5. What happened in the weeks before the eruption that let 

scientists know that the volcano might erupt? 
 

2021 Nobel Prize 
1. What was Alfred Nobel’s most famous invention? 

2. Explain to another student the story behind why Alfred Nobel 

started the Nobel Prize. 

3. Name a past winner of the Nobel Prize. 

4. This year’s Nobel Peace Prize went to two journalists for 

protecting free ___________. 

5. Can you think of someone who deserves a Nobel Prize? Give 

reasons why. 
 

Check out the Nobel Prizes resource on the Teachers page. 
 

Minecraft Education Challenge 
1. Summarise the Minecraft Education Challenge story. 

2. What was the brief for this year’s challenge? 

3. Describe some of the features of the student’s design. 

4. What did the students learn from participating in the Minecraft competition? 

5. How does your school reflect and celebrate First Nations culture? 
 

Check out the Minecraft Education Challenge resource on the Teachers page.

EPISODE 28 

12th October 2021 

 
KEY LEARNING 
Students will view a range of 
BTN stories and use 
comprehension skills to 
respond to a series of focus 
questions. 
 
CURRICULUM 
English – Year 4 
Use comprehension strategies 
to build literal and inferred 
meaning to expand content 
knowledge, integrating and 
linking ideas and analysing and 
evaluating texts. 
 
English – Year 5 
Use comprehension strategies 
to analyse information, 
integrating and linking ideas 
from a variety of print and 
digital sources. 
 
English – Year 6 
Use comprehension strategies 
to interpret and analyse 
information and ideas, 
comparing content from a 
variety of textual sources 
including media and digital 
texts. 
 
English – Year 7 
Use comprehension strategies 
to interpret, analyse and 
synthesise ideas and 
information, critiquing ideas 
and issues from a variety of 
textual sources. 
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Teacher Resource 

2021 Nobel Prize 
Focus Questions 

1. What was Alfred Nobel’s most famous invention? 

2. Explain to another student the story behind why Alfred Nobel 

started the Nobel Prize. 

3. Name a past winner of the Nobel Prize. 

4. This year’s Nobel Peace Prize went to two journalists for 

protecting free ___________. 

5. Can you think of someone who deserves a Nobel Prize? Give 

reasons why. 

 

 

Activity: Class Discussion  
Before students watch the BTN story, ask them what they already 

know about the Nobel Prize. Record their responses.  

 

Discuss the BTN 2021 Nobel Prize 

story as a class. Ask students to 

record what they know about the 

topic. What questions do they have? 

Use the following questions to guide 

discussion: 

 

• What is the Nobel Prize? 

• Why is it called the Nobel 

Prize? 

• What is a Nobel Prize Laureate? 

• Name some previous Nobel Prize Laureates. 

• What are the different Nobel Prize categories? 

• Can you think of someone who deserves a Nobel Prize? Give 

reasons for your answer. 

• What questions do you have about the story? 

 

 

 

 

EPISODE 28 
12th October 2021 
 
KEY LEARNING 
Students will learn more about 
Alfred Nobel and previous Nobel 
Prize laureates.  
 
 
CURRICULUM 
Science – Years 5 & 6 
Scientific knowledge is used to 
solve problems and inform 
personal and community 
decisions. 
 
HASS – Year 6 
Develop appropriate questions 
to guide an inquiry about 
people, events, developments, 
places, systems and challenges. 
 
Sequence information about 
people’s lives, events, 
developments and phenomena 
using a variety of methods 
including timelines. 
 
Civics and Citizenship – Year 7 
Identify, gather and sort 
information and ideas from a 
range of sources. 
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Activity: Alfred Nobel  
Students will learn more about the life and work of Alfred Nobel 

and create a biography of him. Watch this short video about 

Alfred Nobel’s life. Students can use the following questions to 

guide their research. 

• Where and when was Alfred Nobel born? 

• Describe his family life growing up. 

• What challenges did he face? 

• What was Alfred Nobel’s most famous invention?  

• Describe the story behind why Alfred Nobel started the 

Nobel Prize. 

• How has Alfred Nobel made an impact on people’s lives? 

• How did he change our understanding of the world? 

• Imagine you could sit down and talk to Alfred Nobel. 

What questions would you ask him about his life and 

work? 

 

 

Activity: Nobel Prize Research  
After watching and discussing the BTN 2021 Nobel Prize story, what questions do students have? Below are 

some questions students can research.  

 

Research questions 

• What is a Nobel Prize Laureate? 

• How many women have won the Nobel Peace Prize? 

• Who is the youngest person to have won a Nobel Prize 

(across all fields)? 

• Who is the oldest person to have won a Nobel Prize 

(across all fields)? 

• Have any Australians won a Nobel Prize? Choose one to 

research in detail and explain why they were awarded a 

Nobel Prize. 

• Which organisations have been awarded a Nobel Prize? 

Choose one to research and explain why it received a Nobel 

Prize. 

• Who was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize this year? Why were they awarded it? Explain the following 

statement: “for their efforts to safeguard freedom of expression, which is a precondition for democracy 

and lasting peace.” 

• Which outstanding individual do you think should receive a Nobel Prize in the future? Give reasons for 

your answer.  

 

 

https://youtu.be/ykUXN0gkt7M
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Activity: Nobel Prize Laureates 
Students will find out more about past Nobel Prize laureates. They can choose one or more from below or 

go to the full list here. 

• Why was this person awarded a Nobel Prize? 

• Alfred Nobel wanted the Nobel Prizes to be awarded to people who worked for the greatest benefit 

to humankind. What is the greatest benefit of the laureates’ contributions? 

• Find 5 interesting facts about them. 

• What would you ask the Nobel Prize winner if you had the opportunity? 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Luther King Jnr               Marie Curie                     Barack Obama 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother Teresa                Dalai Lama                     Malala Yousafzai 

 

Activity: How many laureates can you match?  
Students match the laureates with their awarded accomplishment. If they don’t recognise the laureates, 

scroll down to learn more about them.  

 

• Match physics laureates 

• Match chemistry laureates 

• Match medicine laureates 

• Match literature laureates 

• Match peace laureates 

• Match economic sciences laureates 

 

Students can learn more about the work of Nobel laureates by playing these fun educational games and 

animated interactives, based on Nobel Prize-awarded achievements.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Nobel_laureates
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-physics/
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-chemistry/
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-medicine/
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-literature/
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-peace/
https://www.nobelprize.org/image-pairing-economic-sciences/
https://educationalgames.nobelprize.org/educational/
https://educationalgames.nobelprize.org/educational/
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Activity: Nobel Prize Quiz 
 

1. When was the first Nobel Prize  
awarded? 

 

 

 

 
2. What was Alfred Nobel’s most famous 

invention? 

 

 

 
 

3. Marie Curie was the first person to 
win the Nobel Prize twice. 

 

 
 

4. Who is the youngest person to  
win a Nobel Prize? 

 

 

 
 

5. What do Nobel Prize recipients win? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Quiz Answers: 1C, 2A, 3A, 4B, 5D  

 

 

Useful Websites 
• The Nobel Prize – Official website 

• Nobel Prize History – BTN 

• Nobel Prize – BTN 

• Peace Prize – BTN 

• The Man Behind the Prize – Alfred Nobel – The Nobel Prize 

B. False 

A. True 

C. Radiation 

B. Penicillin 

A. Dynamite 

C. 1901 

B. 1900 

A. 1890 

D. All of the above 

C. Money 

B. A diploma 

A. A gold medal 

C. Marie Curie 

B. Malala Yousafzai 

A. Lawrence Bragg 

https://www.nobelprize.org/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/nobel-prize-history/11590534
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/nobel-prize/10448598
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/peace-prize/10529668
https://www.nobelprize.org/alfred-nobel/alfred-nobels-life-and-work/
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Teacher Resource 

Minecraft Education Challenge 
Focus Questions 
Discuss the BTN story as a class and record the main points of the 

discussion. Students will then respond to the following: 

1. Summarise the Minecraft Education Challenge story. 

2. What was the brief for this year’s challenge? 

3. Describe some of the features of the student’s design. 

4. What did the students learn from participating in the Minecraft 

competition? 

5. How does your school reflect and celebrate First Nations 

culture? 

 

 

Activity: Class discussion  
As a class discuss the BTN Minecraft Education Challenge story using 

the following questions as a guide. Record the main points of discussion 

on a mind map.  

• What do you think about what you saw in this story? 

• What skills did the students use to design and create their 

school in Minecraft? Give examples of when they have used 

creativity, maths, programming skills, teamwork, problem-

solving and project management. 

• How did the students celebrate First Nations culture in their 

designs?  

• How did the students 

make their designs 

sustainable?  

• What question/s would 

you like to ask the kids in 

the BTN story? 

• If you could improve 

your school using 

Minecraft, what would it 

look like? 

 

 

 

EPISODE 28 
12th October 2021 
 
KEY LEARNING 
Students will use mathematical 
formulas to create a scale 
drawing of their dream future 
school. Students will look at 
ways to reflect and celebrate 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander culture in the school 
community. 
 
 
CURRICULUM 
Mathematics – Year 5 
Calculate perimeter and area 
of rectangles using familiar 
metric units. 
 
Choose appropriate units of 
measurement for length, area, 
volume, capacity and mass. 
 
Mathematics – Year 6 
Solve problems involving the 
comparison of lengths and 
areas using appropriate units. 
 
Mathematics – Year 7 
Establish the formulas for 
areas of rectangles, triangles 
and parallelograms, and use 
these in problem-solving. 
 
Draw different views of prisms 
and solids formed from 
combinations of prisms. 
 
Classify triangles according to 
their side and angle properties 
and describe quadrilaterals. 
 
Geography – Year 4  
The custodial responsibility 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples have for 
Country/Place, and how this 
influences their past and 
present views about the use of 
resources. 
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Activity: Glossary  
Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Minecraft Education Challenge story. 

Students may want to use pictures and diagrams to illustrate the meaning and create their own glossary. 

Here are some words to get them started. 

 

PERIMETER AREA RATIO 

LENGTH LANGUAGE ABORIGINAL COUNTRY 

CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE DIMENSIONS FUTURE 

MEASUREMENTS SUSTAINABLE CREATIVITY 

 

 

Activity: Winner - Best Minecraft World  
Students will watch the Salisbury North Primary students’ video and then respond to the following 

questions.  Click here to watch the video of the 2021 WINNER - Best Minecraft World (Year 7 to Year 10) 

Salisbury North Primary School, SA. 

 

1. What Aboriginal Country is Salisbury North on?  

2. What shapes did the students use in their design? 

3. Which building is inspired by a yarning circle? Describe. 

4. Why did they choose to make it in the shape of a yarning circle? 

5. What are the benefits of the glasshouse? Give two examples.  

6. What is the purpose of the cultural burning and fire station?  

7. What flags did you see in the design?  

8. What animals did the kids feature in their design?  

9. Why did the students’ put sheep in their school? 

10. What did you like about the student’s design? 

 

 
Minecraft Challenge Winners – Indigital 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXLWV4kty5E
https://indigitalschools.com/minecraft-challenge-winners/
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Activity: How does your school reflect First Nations culture? 
Facilitate a class discussion to explore Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural knowledge, histories 

and languages. Students will look at how their school already reflects Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

culture and what it can do further to celebrate it.  

 

Use the following questions to start a class discussion to engage your students and find out what they 

already know and what they want to learn. 

• What do you see when you walk into your school? Think about the artwork, the gardens, and 

buildings around your school.  

• How does your school reflect and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture? For 

example, your school may fly the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags and hold ceremonies 

and events that include Welcome to Country or Acknowledgement of Country.  

• How is your school environmentally sustainable? Do any of your school’s sustainability practises 

embrace Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural knowledge? 

• What are some ways that your school could reflect and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander culture? Look at one or more of the following: Language, arts and crafts, land 

management, ceremony and astronomy. 

• What does your dream future school look like? Brainstorm some ideas in pairs and then share your 

thoughts. 
 

Activity: Choose a project 
Individually or in small groups, students will choose one of the following projects to work on and then 
present their findings to the class. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 
Who are the traditional custodians of the 
land where you live and what languages 

do they speak? Learn some everyday 
words and record them in a book. Label 

areas in your school using your local 
Indigenous language.  

Aboriginal Dreamtime 
Learn more about the dreaming trails 
in your local area. Use the internet to 

find out if there are any dreaming 
trails in your area that explain the 
creation theories of the traditional 

owners of the land.  

Bush tucker garden 
Create a bush food trail/Indigenous 

garden in your school. Find out if 
you have an Indigenous food trail 
near your school that you could 

visit for inspiration. 

Reconciliation 
Create a reconciliation wall that 

uses images to represent 
reconciliation. This could be 
done in conjunction with an 

Indigenous artist in residence. 
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Activity: Create your future school in Minecraft  
In this activity students will imagine and create their dream future school. Use the following as a guide. 

Students may work individually or collaborate in small groups.  

 

Before students begin to measure and draw their school discuss what they know about area and perimeter, 

using the following questions to guide the discussion.  

• What mathematical formulas will you use to draw a scale plan of your school? (Discuss area, 

perimeter, ratio, unit). 

o How is perimeter different to area? Give examples.  

o What formula is used to calculate perimeter? 

o What formula is used to measure area? 

• What is a floor plan? Have you seen a floor plan before? Why are floor plans useful? Who draws 

and uses floor plans? 

• What tools will you use to measure your school? Make a list.  

• Why is scale important when drawing plans? How will you draw your school to scale?  

 

Plan • Explore your school, do you think there will be any challenges when you 

measure your school? Explain. 

• How will you measure your school? What tools and materials will you need 

to measure your school? Make a list (E.g., trundle wheel, measuring tape, 

pencil, ruler, graph paper). 

• What shapes will you find when drawing a plan of your school? How will you 

measure and calculate the area and perimeter of these shapes? 

 

Measure • Measure your school using the method you have written.  

• Sketch a rough plan of the school and write notes as your measure your 

school.  

• Collect as much data as you can and record what you find. Measure the 

perimeter of your school. You will need to include gates, driveways, 

buildings, play areas, and any other features that you come across.  

 

Draw and 

calculate 

• Draw a floor plan of your school, including as much detail as possible.  

• What scale will you use? Each square on your graph paper needs to represent 

a unit of measurement so your drawing is to scale. For example, 1 square on 

your graph paper represents 1 square metre. Include a scale and dimensions 

on your drawing. 

• Use mathematical formulas, to calculate the area and perimeter of the school. 

Show your workings.  

• What shapes can you see in your drawing other than rectangles? How would 

you calculate the area for each of these shapes? 

Improvements • What elements would you like to improve or add to the design of your school? 

Think about ways that you can improve your school’s sustainability and 

connection to Aboriginal culture. 
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• Incorporate these designs into your drawings. 

 

Reflect Students will reflect on the investigation by responding to one or more of the 

following questions: 

• What did you enjoy about this investigation? 

• What did you find surprising? 

• What would you do differently next time? 

 

Challenge 

Challenge your students by giving them the opportunity to create a diorama of their school or a virtual tour 

of their school using Minecraft.  Alternatively, they may want to design and create one of the following 

using Minecraft: 

• A new community playground 

• Your dream house 

• A habitat for a native animal 

 

 

Useful Websites 
• Minecraft School Tours – BTN 

• Minecraft Playground – BTN 

• Minecrafting Parks – BTN 

• Minecraft Education Challenge – InDigital 

• Aboriginal students take out top tech prize, using Minecraft to `Heal Country’ and build school of 

their dreams – ABC News 

• Ideas for Using Minecraft in the Classroom – Edutopia 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/minecraft-school-tours/12485772
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/minecraft-playground/10522342
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/minecrafting-parks/10526628
https://indigitalschools.com/minecraft-challenge-winners/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-29/sa-minecraft-education-challenge-winner/100498526
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-29/sa-minecraft-education-challenge-winner/100498526
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/minecraft-in-classroom-andrew-miller
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Teacher Resource 

BTN Transcript: Episode 28 - 12/10/2021 
 
Hey everyone, Amelia Moseley here, and welcome back to Term 4 with BTN. I hope you enjoyed your 
holidays. Here's what's coming up. We travel to the Canary Islands to learn more about a devastating 
volcano, the intriguing history of the Nobel Prizes and test your news knowledge with our mega-school-
holiday-catch-up-news-quiz. All that soon.  
 

COVID Roadmaps 

 
Reporter: Amelia Moseley 
 
INTRO: But first, if you're in New South Wales, Monday was a big day. A whole bunch of COVID restrictions 
were eased for vaccinated people. Other states have their own roadmaps out of restrictions, so let's find out 
where we are on the long road to COVID normal.   
 
Freeeeeedom. Is what I imagine some people thought when they finally got out of lockdown in New South 
Wales this week. 
 
LIV, NSW: We haven't been able to go anywhere and it's just doing the same thing every single day. 
 
MOLLY, NSW: The thing that I've missed the most is probably going shopping and going to the shopping 
centre with my mum, because it's really fun. And we always get delicious food. 
 
EMILY, NSW: I think I'm probably most looking forward to seeing my friends and family and going back to 
restaurants and cafes and going back to beaches.  
 
The state's now the first in Australia to hit the big 70 percent COVID vaccination target for people 16 and 
over. That means no more lockdown and relaxed restrictions for the fully vaxxed, like ten visitors at home 
or more if they're kids under 13 and going to the gym, indoor pools, restaurants, and entertainment venues 
again. So, what if you're under 16 and not vaccinated?  
 
Well, outdoors are mostly fine, but you do have to be with a fully vaxxed family member if you're going to 
indoor venues. Authorities say it's important people follow the rules. Once the state hits 80 percent 
vaccinations very soon, restrictions will ease even more including everyone heading back to school. And the 
plan is to open right up by December.  
 
MATILDA, NSW: I'm looking forward to having fun with my friends. 
 
LIV, NSW: I can't wait to get back into the classroom and start having face-to-face lessons instead of 
through a screen.  
 
Meanwhile, over in Melbourne the city's been given a status no city particularly wants to have. It's the most 
locked down in the world with more than 250 days at home. That beats Buenos Aires in Argentina which 
locked down for 244. 
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BEN, VIC: Well, we are the most locked down city in the entire world which is not a title we really want to 
have. It kind of sucks because we don't get to do the things, we like doing.  
 
OLIVER, VIC: But it's also good because it helps slow down the spread of COVID. 
 
Victoria's also recorded the highest number of daily COVID cases ever in Australia. But the premier says he's 
sticking to the state's COVID roadmap out of lockdown.  
 
DANIEL ANDREWS, VICTORIAN PREMIER: We wanna get to 70 percent double dose, as quick as we can. 
Then 80 percent, and be open, be free, normalise this.  
 
Victoria's expected to hit that 70 percent target around October 26th. That'll mean a similar deal to New 
South Wales with more freedoms for the fully vaxxed, plus everyone there should be getting back to 
school.  
 
So, how's the rest of Australia going? Well, the ACT has also hit 70 percent and eased restrictions. Tassie's 
getting really close while the other states and territories should all be there in November. The Federal 
government's encouraging everyone to open their borders by Christmas, although that'll be up to the states 
and territories to decide. The government’s also planning to open up international travel for those that 
reach their 80 percent vaxx target, starting with New South Wales.  
 
While a lot of people are looking forward to Australia getting back up and running again, experts say it will 
put a lot of pressure on hospitals and healthcare workers as COVID keeps spreading. But most people agree 
that while it's going to be a bumpy road ahead we have to try to get life back on track. 
 
MOLLY, NSW: I hope that everyone can get vaccinated and life can pretty much go back to normal with no 
restrictions in place. 
 
LIV, NSW: I hope everyone can have access to the vaccine, and will follow the rules and we’ll just adapt to 
this new way of living. 
 
BEN, VIC: And just remember we're all in this together. 
 

News Quiz 

 
Do you know the name of New South Wales’s brand-new premier? It’s Dominic Perrottet. The former 
treasurer and father of six took over the top job from Gladys Berejiklian.   
 
GLADYS BEREJIKLIAN, FORMER NSW PREMIER: My resignation as premier could not occur at a worse time, 
but the timing is completely outside of my control.  
 
Ms Berejiklian’s stepped down because of an investigation that’s going on into whether or not she did the 
wrong thing by giving out grants to organisations she had a personal connection to.  She says she didn’t do 
anything wrong, but that stepping down was the right thing to do.  
 
Australia’s signed up to a big new security agreement called AUKUS. What other two countries does that 
involve? AUKUS is an agreement between Australia, the UK and the US. 
 
JOE BIDEN, US PRESIDENT: I want to thank, that fellow down under.  
 
Um, he meant Scott Morrison. It’ll involve the three countries working together on defence in this part of 
the world.  
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SCOTT MORRISON, PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA: To help deliver the security, and stability our region 
needs. 
 
It’ll also involve the US sharing its secret technology with Australia to build a new fleet of nuclear 
submarines. But the thing was, we already had a deal to build new subs. Which country did that involve? 
Germany, Japan or France? It was France, and they were not impressed about Australia pulling out of the 
deal. 
 
In other earth-shaking news, Victoria was hit by its biggest earthquake in recorded history. How big was it? 
Magnitude 7. 6, magnitude 5.9 or magnitude 4.8? It was 5.9 or thereabouts. Big enough to cause a bit of 
damage and give a lot of people a fright.  
 
In the UK people have been lining up for hours to get hold of what? Toilet paper, milk or petrol? They’re 
lining up for petrol. The problem started because of a shortage of fuel tanker drivers, because of COVID and 
a lack of overseas workers after Brexit. But it got way worse when people started panic buying.  
 
Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp had an embarrassing world-wide outage last week. Where did they 
announce the problem? They made the announcement on rival social media company Twitter, which 
responded by saying hello to “literally everyone”. 
 
Which team won this year’s NRL Grand Final? It was the Penrith Panthers who claimed a 14-12 victory over 
the South Sydney Rabbitohs in Brisbane.  
 
In the other code, the Melbourne Demons took out 2021’s AFL Premiership after beating the Bulldogs in 
Perth.  When was the last time the Demons won the trophy? 1964, 1984 or 1994? It was way back in 1964. 
 
90-year-old actor William Shatner is about to take a trip on Blue Origin’s space craft. Shatner is famous for 
playing the captain of which fictional spaceship? The Millennium Falcon, the Enterprise or the Serenity? 
Shatner played Captain Kirk, the original captain of the Starship Enterprise in the TV series Star Trek. 
 
Meanwhile, a film crew is going where no film crew has gone before, to the ISS.  What country are they 
from? The US, China or Russia? They’re from Russia and they’re making a movie about a doctor who has to 
help an astronaut. 
 

La Palma Volcano 
 
Reporter: Cale Matthews 
 
INTRO: Now to a big volcanic eruption on La Palma in the Canary Islands. For weeks now, a volcano there 
has been sending rivers of lava towards towns and farmland and thousands of people have had to leave 
their homes. Cale can tell you more. 
 
Last month, on a quiet Sunday afternoon in the Cumbre Vieja National Park, an extravagant eruption 
began. Since then, nothing has stood in the way of this slow moving lava, on a home destroying, farm 
flattening, pool dipping rampage to the Atlantic Ocean. It's an event that the Spanish Island of La Palma 
hasn't seen in 51 years, but it's not completely out of the ordinary. 
 
See La Palma only exists because of volcanoes. It sits in an archipelago, or group of islands, called the 
Canary Islands, which formed millions of years ago from a hot spot volcano. They occur over a really hot 
part of the Earth's mantle, the layer that sits beneath the thin cool crust that we live on. The hot spot melts 
rock into magma, which can push through the cracks in the crust and over time can create islands. Think 
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Hawaii or Iceland or, you know, the Canaries. 
 
So the 85,000 people living here in La Palma are pretty used to having volcanoes as their neighbours. There 
are even advantages, like fertile volcanic soil, perfect for growing bananas, and the islands tallest volcano 
even has a world famous observatory perched atop it. Every year plenty of tourists’ flock to La Palma to see 
the stars, the beaches, and the volcanoes of course. 
 
But locals also have to live with the threat of a big eruption like this one. Luckily no one has been injured 
and more than 6,000 residents were told to evacuate their homes before the lava came through. It's almost 
like they knew the eruption was going to happen before it did. Yeah, that's exactly what happened. In the 
weeks before the eruption more than 22,000 mini earthquakes were detected in the Cumbre Vieja National 
Park, and scientists were pretty sure something wicked was brewing. The quakes meant lots of pressure 
was building up and magma was ready to spew out onto the surface and spew out it certainly did. Now 
more than 1,000 buildings have been destroyed and 10,000 people have had to pack up everything they 
can and leave. 
 
LA PALMA RESIDENT: It won't stop. That's my one big fear, that we're only just seeing the beginning. 
 
LA PALMA TOURIST: The first 2 days were very horrible because there were a lot of dust coming down 
 
Some rivers of lava have made their way out to sea and scientists are testing the giant gas clouds to make 
sure they're not toxic. Meanwhile other cracks have opened up releasing new rivers and threatening even 
more homes. People who are still on the island are having to deal with ash constantly raining down and the 
background rumbles of the volcano. Nobody really knows how long this eruption will last. So, you might be 
seeing these incredible pictures for the next few days, weeks, or even months. 
 

Quiz 
 
What do we call a volcano that hasn't erupted in a really long time but could erupt again? Is it active, 
dormant or extinct? It's dormant. Australia actually has quite a few dormant volcanos and there are two 
active volcanoes in the Australian Antarctic Territory. 
 

Ask a Reporter 
 
If you wanna know more about volcanoes, well you can ask me live on Ask a Reporter, this Friday. Just head 
to our website for all the details. 
 

2021 Nobel Prize 

 
Reporter: Cale Matthews 
 
INTRO: Now to the world's most prestigious awards, the Nobel Prizes. For more than 100 years they've been 
given to people whose discoveries and achievements helped make the world a better place. Here's Cale to 
tell you more about the surprising history of the prizes and some of this year's winners. 
 
OLIVIA COLEMAN: And the Oscar goes to, Cale Matthews. 
 
CALE MATTHEWS: What? Me. Oh, you're kidding me? 
 
CALE MATTHEWS: Wow, thank you, thank you. Timothee, thank you. Taika, I’m so glad you made it. Oh 
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Gaga, I'm sorry, maybe next time. 
 
Winning an award can be pretty special, all your hard work recognised in front of your friends, family, and 
imaginary celebrity pals. 
 
CALE MATTHEWS: I’d like to thank Meryl Streep. There she is, M-Dog. 
 
So imagine what it’d be like winning an award for making the world a better place. I'm talking about the 
Nobel Prizes. Each year they're given to people or organisations who’ve made "the greatest benefit to 
humankind" in the categories of physiology or medicine, physics, chemistry, literature and peace. The 
awards are the biggest of big deals and have been around since 1901, where it all started with a bang, 
literally. 
 
Back in the 1800s there was a Swedish businessman, engineer, and inventor called Alfred Nobel. His most 
famous invention was dynamite, a moveable and storable explosive. It was pretty handy for mining or 
clearing land for roads and railways and it made Alfred a very rich man, but it was also a deadly weapon in 
war. When Alfred's brother Ludvig died, some newspapers got mixed up and said Alfred was dead instead. 
 
ALFRED NOBEL: Well, that can't be right. 
 
They called him The Merchant of Death and said he got rich from killing people. Alfred probably wasn't too 
happy with this description. 
 
ALFRED NOBEL: I'm not happy with that description.  
 
And some reckon that's partly why he wrote into his final will that some of his 400 million dollar fortune 
would go to setting up a series of annual prizes given to people who made the world a better place. 
 
ALRED NOBEL: Think that'll be lovely. 
 
Each year the prizes are decided by a panel in Norway. They're sent hundreds of nominations every year 
from experts in the fields of chemistry, physics, physiology or medicine, and literature while the peace prize 
has to be nominated by a government, university professor, international court, or someone who's won a 
Nobel Prize before. The winners take home a shiny gold medal, a diploma from the King of Sweden, and a 
hefty cash prize, which this year is 10 million Swedish krona or 1.5 million Aussie dollars. You guys probably 
recognise a few of the past winners. There's Albert Einstein who won for physics, Marie Curie who was the 
first female, Ernest Hemingway the famous author, Mother Teresa, Bob Dylan, Barack Obama, the list goes 
on. So, who won this year? 
 
Well, we'll start with medicine, which was awarded to these two guys. They discovered the nerves in our 
body associated with sensing things like touch and heat, which they say could help people with chronic 
pain. The prize in literature went to Abdulrazak Gurnah for his books about life as a refugee. While the 
physics prize went to Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and Giorgio Parisi. They helped develop 
computer models of the Earth's climate, which can predict the impact of global warming. This year’s Peace 
Prize went to journalists Maria Ressa and Dmitry Muratov for their work protecting free speech. And lastly, 
the chemistry prize went to Benjamin List and David Macmillan. 
 
DAVID MACMILLAN, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY: I would say I'm dazed and confused and just incredibly 
excited. 
 
They developed a new way of building molecules that can be used to make new drugs and medicines and 
do it in a more environmentally friendly way. And if you were still wondering how much of a big deal 
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winning a Nobel Prize really is, well check out the reception Dr List received when he returned to his lab. 
Thanks for making the world a better place. 
 

Did You Know? 
 
Can you name the youngest ever Nobel Prize winner? It's Malala Yousafzai. She's a Pakistani education 
activist who campaigned for the rights of girls to get an education and survived being shot by the Taliban in 
2012. When she was 17, she became the youngest ever Nobel laureate.  
 

Sport 

 
Australia's capped off its series win against India with a 14 run victory in the third and final T20. The Aussies 
set India a target of 150 thanks to some impressive batting from Beth Mooney. And India managed just 135 
in reply. Australia had already won the multi format series which involved a test match, 3 one dayers and 
three T20s, but the biggest highlight probably came during Saturday's match from Indian fast bowler Shikha 
Pandey. Ball of the century anyone? 
 
The Socceroos are on a record breaking winning streak. The men's national side made history by defeating 
Oman 3-1 in their latest world cup qualifier. It extended their streak to 11 games which no other team has 
done before in a World Cup qualifying campaign. They're on track to automatically qualify for the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar.  
 
And before we go, check out these hot air balloons filling up the skies of Germany. Balloonists took to the 
skies to battle it out in the country's 2021 hot air ballooning championships. The 5 days of competition tests 
their speed, accuracy and pilot skills. This must be the most relaxing sport on earth. 
 

Minecraft Education Challenge 
 
Reporter: Natasha Thiele 
 
INTRO: Finally, today, we're going to meet some kids who've won a national Minecraft competition. They 
were asked to create their perfect school, in block-form. Tash can tell you how it all turned out. 
 
This is one pretty cool school packed with play spaces, buildings and stacks of greenery. Yep, it's a little 
more blocky than your average campus but that's kind of the point. This is the Year 7 to 10 winner of the 
best Minecraft world in this year's Minecraft Education Challenge. It's a national competition that involved 
more than 6 and a half thousand students from 160 schools, who were all asked to design their ideal school 
using Minecraft. The brief, well it had to be sustainable, and it also had to explore this year's NAIDOC 
theme of 'Heal Country'. 
 
TINA GIGLIO, SALISBURY NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER: We thought what better way than to 
celebrate our Aboriginal students here and we decided to enter the competition, so I posed it to the 
students and then they were really excited to take on the challenge.  
 
So, they split up into groups and started to think about how they could design a school that was fun and 
also celebrated First Nations culture.  
 
KAYAMMA, STUDENT: Basically, we were just using our school as it is and using materials that the Kaurna 
ancestors would probably have used back in the day. 
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They built classrooms in the shape of a yarning circle, a place where people come together to talk.  
 
STUDENT: The reason we followed the format of a yarning circle is to allow the classrooms to come 
together as one.  
 
The students also designed a cultural burning station. 
 
STUDENT: For tens of thousands of years, Australia's Aboriginal people have managed environments with 
fire using fire sticks to light carefully timed burns in the right places at the time of season. We believe it 
brings everyone together to look after country and share experiences.  
 
There's a greenhouse so students can grow their own food for their families and the community.  
 
STUDENT: Keeping in line with all our old ancestors and how they looked after our land, we have decided to 
plant seedlings in our greenhouse.  
 
And how's this, there's even a barn full of animals and a sanctuary for turtles.  
 
STUDENT: The purpose of keeping the sheep is to reduce the use of lawnmowers and whipper snippers. 
We've decided to build an area for the turtles to prevent them from extinction. 
 
These guys say they learnt a lot from the competition. 
 
KAYAMMA, STUDENT: The best thing about this was I got to learn a bit more about my fellow Nunga 
students that I didn't know. 
 
MATTHEW, STUDENT: There was a fair few disagreements, but we managed to bring them together. 
 
TALIEYA, STUDENT: You got to work together with your friends in the Minecraft world and put all your ideas 
together. 
 
DEAKEN, STUDENT: It's just fun to make because we learn about our culture. 
 
But what made it even more special was being told they'd won the competition. 
 
TALIEYA, STUDENT: When I heard we won this I was excited and proud and happy. 
 
KAYAMMA, STUDENT: I was surprised but also shocked at the same time because I didn't really think we 
would win, but when I actually heard it I was just speechless. 
 

Closer 
 
Great job guys. Well, that's it for now, but we'll be back with more news next week. In the meantime, you 
can head to our website to check out more stories and specials and all sorts of other stuff. Stay safe and I'll 
see you next time. Bye. 
 
 


