Teacher Resource

Deep Time

Focus Questions

Discuss the BTN story as a class and record the main points of the

discussion. Students will then respond to the following:
1. How long have Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
occupied this land for?
2. Where is the earliest evidence of humans in Australia?
a. Budj Bim cultural landscape
b. Madjedbebe rock shelter
c. Murujuga cultural landscape
3. What evidence did archaeologists find there?
4. What was the mega-continent that included mainland
Australia, Tasmania and Papua New Guinea called?
5. Reflect on your understanding of Deep Time since watching
the BTN story. How has it changed?

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that

this document may contain images and names of deceased persons.

Activity: Class Discussion

Discuss the BTN Deep Time story in small groups or as a class. Ask
students to record what they know about the ancient culture of
Australia. What questions do they have? Use the following questions
to help guide discussion:
e What do you already know about the history of First Nations
people? Record your ideas on a mind map.
e How long have First Nations people been in Australia?
e How do we know this? (artefacts, rock art, footprints,
Dreaming stories)
e What are some examples of the earliest evidence of people
living in Australia?

What What surprised

questions do you about this

you have?

story?

EPISODE 30
28 October 2025

KEY LEARNING

Students will explore Australia's
deep time history by
investigating important
archaeological sites and
Indigenous creation stories.

CURRICULUM

HASS - Year 4

Pose questions to investigate
people, events, places and
issues.

HASS —Year 5 & 6

Develop appropriate questions
to guide an inquiry about
people, events, developments,
places, systems and challenges.

Locate and collect relevant
information and data from
primary sources and secondary
sources.

HASS —Year 7

Construct significant questions
and propositions to guide
investigations about people,
events, developments, places,
systems and challenges.

Apply a methodology to locate
and collect relevant information
and data from a range of
primary sources and secondary
sources.

How First Nations Australians
are the world’s oldest
continuing cultures, displaying
evidence of both continuity and
change over deep time.

How First Nations Australians
have responded to
environmental processes and
changes over time.

The technological achievements
of early First Nations
Australians, and how these
developed in different places
and contributed to daily life,
and land and water source
management.
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Activity: Vocabulary

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Deep Time story. Here are some words to
get them started.

_ FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE CREATION STORY

Activity: KWLH research

The KWLH organiser provides students with a framework to explore their knowledge on the deep time
history of Australia and consider what they would like to know and learn.

Deep Time Inquiry
Students will collect and record information from a wide variety of sources. Students may develop their
own question for inquiry or select one of the questions below.
e How long have Aboriginal people lived in Australia? Describe one recent discovery that shows this.
e  What is the creation process known as? Find one dreaming story that explains the creation of the
Australian landscape. Can you find a creation story from your local community to share?
e What are some of the oldest archaeological sites in

Australia? What do they tell us? o o i 3
. i . . —  migration super-highways AoHen9
e What is Sahul? Investigate the ancient mega-continent of seontay s
. . @ @ sites
Sahul. Find a map of Sahul and make comparisons to R a

present day Australia.

e How has Australia changed over the last 65,000 years?
Make a timeline showing major environmental changes ®
(sea levels rising, ice age, drought).

e  What does the following sentence mean? Aboriginal
cultures are the oldest continuous cultures on Earth.

SAHUL

ABC News
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-30/research-into-ancient-aboriginal-migration-across-australia/100105902

Activity: Time

Explore the Time interactive on the ABC Deep Time website as a class, following the timeline to explore the

deep history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

To help understand how far back Australia’s history goes, the interactive uses a dot help represent a point
in time, with each dot representing 250 years.

Follow the dot as it moves from the present day to the ancient past,
recording key points in time. Continue through the interactive and click
on the points of interest to learn more about specific events, cultural
practices, and stories.

e What did you learn?

e What information was surprising?

e What questions do you have?

e Create a Did you know.

Journey back in time
This fun and interactive outdoor class activity will help students explore and visualise the deep history of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Take your classroom outside, using your school oval to make a giant timeline, to help students visualise the
vast scale of history in Australia. First, students will decide on a scale (for example, 1 step equals 250 years
in time) and calculate and record the distances using a spreadsheet. Students will walk back in time,
counting steps according to their scale. At each key event they will place a marker and/or sign.

Key events to mark:
e 2,800 years ago — beginning of Ancient Greek civilisation
e 5,100 years ago — beginning of Ancient Egyptian civilisation
e 9,000 years ago — Sea levels rise dramatically
e 22,000 years ago — Ice age peaks
e 30,000 years ago — Great drought begins
e 37,000 years ago — Budj Bim volcano erupts
e 50,000 years ago — Megafauna live in Australia
e 65,000 years ago — Evidence of First Nations people in Australia

Further discussion
e What was surprising about this activity?
e What did you learn from doing this activity?
e What major environmental changes have First Nations Peoples survived throughout Australia’s
65,000-year history?
e  Where do other civilisations fit onto your deep time timeline?
e  Why is it important to learn about and share Australia’s deep time history?
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/time/

Activity: Deep time stories near you

Go to the Place map on the Deep Time website. Choose a story near you to
explore. Which location did you choose? What story is told there?
e What time-period does the story come from?
e How was the landscape and environment different in that story
compared to today?
e What does the story tell you about how people used the land, water
or sky?
e Why are the stories of the knowledge holders important?

e How did the story you chose make you feel?

Further Investigation

DEEP: © STIME

Students will explore the cultural diversity of First Nations Australians. o°
Individually or in small groups, students will learn about the Indigenous o
group where they live and present what they have learnt to the class.
Students will learn about the geographic location, language, culture,
traditions, and histories.
e Find one significant Aboriginal archaeological site in your local
community. Why is it important to First Nations people?

e What is the Indigenous language in your local community? Learn

some common everyday words and share with your class.
e Where is the Indigenous group located? Mark the approximate boundaries on a map. What are
some special sites in the area?
e Learn more about the Indigenous seasons and the plants and animals that are important to
Indigenous people. Learn more about the Indigenous Seasonal Calendar on the CSIRO website

e Look for stories by Indigenous peoples valuing their oral traditions. Can you find stories told
through dance, song and other art forms as well as through text?

Activity: Dreaming stories
Dreaming stories pass on important knowledge, cultural values, and belief systems to later generations.
Learn about Dharawal country through this Dharawal Dreaming story made by the National Museum of

Australia.

One tells the origins of our animals ...

o

The koala, the crane
and the whale
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/place/
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/indigenous-science/indigenous-knowledge/calendars
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage/kamay-botany-bay/stories-of-our-place

Another Dreaming story tells of how spirits of the dead returned in low lying cloud...

When the Endeavour
arrived in 1770

Dharawal Dreaming - Animation (National Museum Australia)

Spears have an important place in Dreaming stories in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. Watch
The Spear together as a class, a Yirritja story that is told in Dalabon language in Central Arnhem Land,
Northern Territory.

After watching the video students will respond to the following:
e What do you think the story is teaching us?
e What were your reactions or feelings during the story?

Follow-up activities
Teachers can download the ‘Dust Echoes’ study guide by ATOM for
further follow-up activities.

The Spear, Dust Echoes - (ABC
Education)

Activity: Meet the Megafauna

Students will explore the Megafauna stories on the Topics page of the Deep Time website and choose a

species of megafauna to explore in more detail. What does the story tell you about First Nations people’s
connection with megafauna? Students will then create a fact sheet including the following information:

e Common and scientific name

e What type of animal is it? (mammal, reptile, bird)

e Description — size, appearance, special features,

adaptations

e Where did it live? Describe the habitat.

e What did it eat?

e When did it die out? What caused their extinction?

o What existing species is it similar to? Diprotodon

e Find evidence of megafauna in First Nations people’s culture. For example, in archaeological
findings like rock art and the collection of fossils; or in creation stories.
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https://www.abc.net.au/education/dust-echoes-ep-9-the-spear/13496488
https://games.abc.net.au/res/pdf/DustEchoes-Spear-StudyGuide.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/megafauna/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Diprotodon.png
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage/kamay-botany-bay/stories-of-our-place

Activity: Rock Art Investigation

Students visit the Art section on the Topics page to learn from knowledge holders about rock art. What do
the stories tell you about rock art and its significance to First Nations peoples?

Students will explore one specific example in depth. Students will learn about petroglyphs (rock engravings)
and pictographs (drawings) which are a key component of rock art. Below are some examples of rock art
around Australia. Alternatively, students may want to find their own example of rock art to study.

Walinynga (Source: National Museum Australia) Murujuga rock art (Source: ABC)

Rock art in the Kimberley. (Source: ABC News Murujuga rock art (Source: ABC)
Supplied by Sven Ouzman)

Initial Observations
What do you notice?
e Describe the main features of the rock art. What sorts of colours, lines and shapes do you notice?
e What else do you notice? Can you see people, animals or spiritual figures in the art? Write as much
as you can about what you see.
e What do you think the images are telling us?

Further Investigation
Students will respond to one or more of the following questions:
e Where is it located and how old is it? Locate on a map of Australia.
e What type of rock art is it? Is it a petroglyph or pictograph?
e Find the name of the place in both the Indigenous and English languages.
e What Indigenous language groups have connections to the land where the rock art is located?
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/art/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/images/walinynga-cave-hill-archaeological-site-south-australia-october-2016
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-07-12/paris-unesco-world-heritage-ruling-on-murjuga-rock-art-wa/105522888
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-02/indigenous-rock-art-could-be-among-oldest-in-world/6906476
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-02/indigenous-rock-art-could-be-among-oldest-in-world/6906476
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-12-15/murujuga-rock-art-report-emissions-theories-yet-to-be-proven/103224842

e What story does the rock art tell? Is it a traditional Dreaming story? Explain what you know about

the Aboriginal story.

Want to know more about where you live?

e Check out the Gambay language map to learn more about traditional languages spoken in your

area.

e To learn whose Country you’re on, visit David Horton’s Map of Indigenous Australia on the AIATSIS

site.

e Cross-reference with other sites, for example your local council or Aboriginal land council.

Activity: BTN Stories

Visit BTN’s collection of stories which focus on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’
history, culture and issues.

After watching any one of the BTN videos ask
students to respond to the discussion questions
(to find the discussion questions and teacher
resources go to the related BTN Classroom
Episode and download the Episode Package).

Collection of BTN stories with a focus on

Indigenous culture

Useful Websites

e DeepTime—ABC

Victoria Treaty

Tue 16 Sep 2025 at 12:00ar

Vincent Lingiari

Wihy this famous photograph sparked a

Lrights across

Ngiyampaa Dictionary

Mikayla has been helping to keep an

First Nations Seasons

Melbourne’s Lord Mayor has suggested

NAIDOC Anniversary Racism Report

Celebrating the history, culture, and Ra

UNESCO Rock Art

The rock art of Murujuga in WA has

il a pratty common
d as a world heritage

e Deep time history of Australia — National Museum Australia

e Evidence of first peoples — National Museum Australia

e Deep time history of Australia resource — Australian Curriculum

e ‘We are from here’ — Digital Classroom: National Museum Australia

e The Human Revolution — ABC iView
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https://www.abc.net.au/indigenous/features/gambay-languages-map/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/learning-modules/deep-time-history-australia
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/evidence-of-first-peoples
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/support-resources/learning-area-resources/deep_time_history_of_australia_resource
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/evidence-first-peoples?_gl=1*61u84i*_ga*NjI5NTE1MjE0LjE3NjA5OTk1MzI.*_ga_0S2D2GXTZP*czE3NjE1MTg5NjUkbzMkZzAkdDE3NjE1MTg5NjUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/human-revolution/series/1/video/DO2012H002S00

