03-September-2025

Statement from Peter Hartcher, political editor and international editor of The
Sydney Morning Herald and The Age,

News reports are supposed to contain balance and context. Ministers demanding "no
third party contact" are preventing both. They are conspiring to degrade news and
journalism. They should stop. If they don't, reporters should ignore this unethical
constraint. And remember that their main responsibility is to their readers, viewers and
listeners. Not their sources.



