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A JOURNEY INTO
THE RISE OF A
SUPERPOWER

AND THE CHINESE DREAM

This compelling 5-part series brings a fascinating
country to life and offers a fresh, balanced perspective
to exploring the phenomenon that is ‘The China Century’

China. To the West, it seemed once the
proverbial faraway land — a place of mystery
and wonder, from the sheer scale of its
geography to the vast reach of its history,
from the richness of its culture to the
tumult of its politics.

Now, China has risen. China is everywhere
and its influence in the world is greater than
ever before. It seems like more and more

it’s the West talks about = from its ongoing
faceoff with America to its juggernaut
economy; from its ruthless clampdown in
Hong Kong to concrete islands in the South
China Sea; from hacking and surveillance

to re-education'camps in Xinjiang.

And yet the forces that have powered
China’s rise are|farely explored, while

the lives.of Chinese people barely get a
mention. Beyohﬁthe scary headlines what

do weireally kne ut China-andits .. ‘-If
14 b]lllO-Fl citiz L | £ s — '
natﬂ’i on =the K of Collapide
erge as:achallenger f.d-thé'"\lmrld 5 11
ighing superpower?What'sacrifices ppd

m1stakes were made along the way? What
ins-lf)ired a generation to confront tyranny

'

How have Chinese workers transformed
themselves from a nation of peasants into
the world’s biggest buyers of Prada? What
is The Chinese Dream and do the Chinese
people even want it?

We're in the midst of ‘The China Century’.
How did we get here? What does it mean
for the world? Where is it taking us?

Featuring interviews with a host of ‘big
thinkers’, many of whom are Chinese,
including Ai Weiwei, Louisa Lim, Han
Dongfan, Antony Dapiran and many more,
the series also delivers emotion and
immediacy through'strong first-person
narratives — speaking with ‘péople on the
ground’ who have experienced epic and
often life- changm‘?‘e\/enfs '

Thl%comqellmg 5-part series brmgs a |

wfascinating country to life and offers afresh,

.~balanced perspective to exploring the

phenomenon thatiis 'The China pentury
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EPISODE 1
CHINESE DREAM

The fight for freedom thought in China

In his first address as president, Xi Jinping For over 2,000 years since China was

L
declares the new vision of the people: unified, its rulers have sought to ma: n
The China Dream. Never before in the challenge. And yet the Chinese pe | E
history of Communist Party rhetoric has always found space to dream. T EOde 1 -
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nness - .

e dreams ”

the word ‘dream’ been uttered by a leader. explores the opposing forces
Why now? What is The China Dream? And and controlin modegn ":', i
do the Chinese people share it? Xi Jinping of the State and k_u_fl_-r;_:
ynderstands the greatest threat to the

authoritarian state is not an invading army

g‘i but the free minds of its people. How do
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you control’ the behef$ and desires of a
ﬂpulatmn as vag%af}d d1vefse as Chma-s'?' :
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EPISODE 3
UNIFY THE

5’4 OOO kilometres
beyond the G :
- worshipin the shadow of fla
mg-.._L and a colossal statue of Mao Kas : 3
'.f ls*the old capttal‘-o’f X1nj1ang one of China’s :-
5 vast autonomous regions that together
_make up half the country’s landmass. l L '
-These culturally and ethnically dlverse ,1-,,_-...‘.
; boﬂ?é[ s were lost to Chinaalong
wi L Wi ong , Ma and Taiwan during
a period of dgetine andiglisBiderin the
Chinese lgadership - whall the Cliinese »...
callthe Century of Humj '4 tion. .
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The battle for Hong Kong

t-u

OnJuly 1, 1997, Prince Charles stands
in the pouring rain saluting as the Union y.
Jack is lowered over Hong Kong. After more g "
than 150 years of British occupation the __ : ‘ :
territory is returned to China on the basf_" Feges

of ‘One Country, Two Systems’. WhilesHoeng
Kong is now part of China, its Western-style
administration will remain independen
for 50 years. The stage is set for tensi
that will bring Hong Kong te its present
crisis. But if we look deeper into :
past, we see that Hong Kong has always -
n defined by this contest of influence
en China and.the We




EPISODE 5
COLD WAR

The world’s greatest rivalry began with
hope and idealism. What went wrong?

' e, A
The contest of economic, ideological and China and the US are'more"deepg
military power between the United States interconnected tk@n America and t
and China is the defining battle of our times.  ever were. The glo c

ah i"
It’s a war of words, trade and technology, “rivals means no courﬂN Ea
the fallout:What

influence and brinkmanship, brought to immune fro
crisis point by a global pandemic. Some roots o
are calling it a new Cold War, but unlike ~ sidefi
he original US-Soviet conflict, this time .reallxrwi
it’s unhkejv to end with the peaceful .

collapse of one side
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