Teacher Resource

Fast Fashion Tax

Focus Questions

Discuss the BTN story as a class and record the main points of the

discussion. Students will then respond to the following:

1.

2.
3.
4

How has the way clothes are made changed over the years?
What is fast fashion?
What is ultra-fast fashion?
How much clothing ends up in landfill each year?
a. 9 million tonnes
b. 29 million tonnes
c. 92 million tonnes
What can we do to reduce fashion waste?

Activity: Class Discussion

Engage students in a class discussion to explore their prior knowledge

about fast fashion. Introduce key concepts and explain the

environmental impact of fast fashion. Use the following questions to

help guide discussions about the topic:

Have you ever heard the term "fast fashion" before? If so, what
do you understand it to mean?

Can you name any fast fashion brands?

How often do you buy new clothes? Where do you usually
shop?

Do you think about where your clothes are made or how they
are produced?

Do you think fast fashion should be taxed?

Would you buy fast fashion if

there was a tax?

How do you think fast fashion

impacts the environment?

What are the pros and cons of

fast fashion?
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KEY LEARNING

Students will explore the issue
of fashion waste and its impact
on the environment.

CURRICULUM

Geography - Year 4

The use and management of
natural resources and waste,
and the different views on how
to do this sustainably.

Science — Year 5-6

Scientific knowledge is used to
solve problems and inform
personal and community
decisions.

Science — Year 7

Solutions to contemporary
issues that are found using
science and technology, may
impact on other areas of
society and may involve ethical
considerations.

Design and Technologies —
Years5 & 6

Examine how people in design
and technologies occupations
address competing
considerations, including
sustainability in the design of
products, services, and
environments for current and
future use.

Design and Technologies —
Years 7 & 8

Investigate the ways in which
products, services and
environments evolve locally,
regionally and globally and
how competing factors
including social, ethical and
sustainability considerations
are prioritised in the
development of technologies
and designed solutions

for preferred futures.
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Activity: Glossary

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Fast Fashion Tax story. Below are some
words to get students started.

FAST FASHION SUSTAINABLE FASHION UPCYCLING
ULTRA-FAST FASHION LANDFILL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Ask students to write what they think is the meaning of each word (including unfamiliar words). They will
swap definitions with a partner and ask them to add to or change the definition. Check these against the
dictionary definition.

Further activities for students:

e Students will add to their glossary by downloading the transcript for the BTN Fast Fashion Tax story
and highlight all the words that relate to the topic.

e What other words relate to this issue? Students will choose additional keywords and concepts to
add to their class glossary. For example: mass production, trends, exploitation of underpaid
workers, fashion footprint, greenwashing, and overconsumption.

e What is slow fashion? Find a definition and then explain in your own words. What is the difference
between slow fashion, fast fashion and ultra fashion? Use a Venn diagram to record your results.

e How did this story make you feel? Make a list of words that describe how you felt after watching
the BTN story.

Activity: Clothing Audit
In this activity students will reflect on their own clothing consumption and develop critical thinking skills
regarding environmental and social responsibility in their everyday choices.

Students will conduct a personal audit to analyse their clothing consumption habits, focusing on where
their clothes are made and what materials are used. Students will reflect on the implications of their
clothing choices and consider alternatives for more sustainable fashion practices.

Class Discussion
Before starting the activity, facilitate a class discussion, using the following questions:
e What are your shopping habits? Do you buy clothing online or instore?
e Where do you buy your clothes?
e How many of your clothing items could be considered fast fashion?
e Canyou remember how many pieces of new clothing you have bought so far this year?
e What are your clothes made from? Are they made from natural or synthetic materials?
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Clothing Audit
Students will list down all the new clothing they have purchased in the past year. They should include

where each item was made (if they know) and what materials were used (see example table below).

Item of Clothing Date Purchased Country of Origin Materials Used Cost

Analyse Results

Students will analyse their results and respond to the following:

Where are most of your clothes made? Are there any patterns?

What materials are most commonly used in your clothes?

What do your results tell you about your clothing consumption habits?

What surprised you about the results? Compare your results to someone else in the class.
What have you learnt from this activity?

Further Research

What are the environmental and social impacts of fast fashion?

How can individuals make more sustainable clothing choices?

What are some alternatives to fast fashion?

What are some sustainable clothing options or initiatives in your community?

Further Activities

Guest Speaker Excursion

Invite a guest speaker (e.g., someone from a Organise an excursion, if possible, to a clothing
local clothing recycling initiative or a manufacturing facility or a recycling centre to
sustainable fashion brand) to discuss see firsthand where clothes are made and
sustainable clothing practices. what happens to them after use.

Poster Clothes Swap

Research and write a short essay or create a Organise a clothing swap event among

poster advocating for sustainable fashion students to promote reusing clothes and
practices, based on what you have learned. reducing waste.
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Activity: TEDEd video

Consider the classic white t-shirt. Annually, we sell and buy 2 billion t-shirts globally, making it one of the
most common garments in the world. But how and where is the average t-shirt made, and what’s its
environmental impact?

As a class, watch this TEDEd video to learn more about the life cycle of a t-shirt. Students will then respond
to one or more of the following questions.

1. How many t-shirts are made and sold each

year globally? IH[
2. Where is cotton grown? Locate and highlight
on a world map. If[ (:Y[l_[

3. How many litres of water is needed to produce 0{ A '

enough cotton for one t-shirt? ) \
4. What negative impact does growing cotton I i S H I RI

have on the environment?

5. H i i tton diff tt -
oW 15 organic cotton ditterent to non The life cycle of a t-shirt (TEDEd)

organic cotton?
6. List all the countries that may be involved in
creating a t-shirt.

Today, roughly 23 billion shoes are produced each

year. So, how can we balance our love of sneakers ANATO MY

with the need for sustainability? Angel Chang explores

how shoe manufacturing impacts our planet. OF A S N [ A K [ R
As a class, watch this TEDEd video to learn more about
the life cycle of sneakers.

The life cycle of a sneaker (TEDEd)

Useful Websites

e Fashion Waste Scheme — BTN
e Fast Fashion — BTN
e Sustainable Fashion — BTN Newsbreak

e France has snubbed ultra-fast fashion and people are calling for Australia to follow suit — ABC News
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https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-life-cycle-of-a-t-shirt-angel-chang
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-life-cycle-of-a-sneaker-angel-chang/watch
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/fashion-waste-scheme/102485318
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/fast-fashion/13503050
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20230607/102451488
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-06-12/calls-for-australia-to-follow-france-tax-ultra-fast-fashion/103965144
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-life-cycle-of-a-t-shirt-angel-chang
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-life-cycle-of-a-sneaker-angel-chang/watch

