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Mr. Tom Brassil, 
Manager, General Services Department, 
A.B.C. Television, 
221 Pacific Highway, 
GORE HILL 2065 

Fax: (02) 950 3117 

Dear Tom, 

PICKFORD CONSUL TING PTY LIMITED 
AC.N. 004 003 10.S 

125 Riverview Street, RIVERVIEW, 2066, Australia 

Telephone: (02) 418 9151 · Fax: (02) 418 9150 
Paging: (02) 214 8606 Carphone: 018 260 341 

13 July 1995 

Our Reference: ABC-950628-c 

INITIAL THOUGHTS ON ASBESTOS INSULATION 

IN STUDIOS 21, 22 & 23 

A. RESULTS OF INITIAL INSPECTION

At your request, and in conjunction with yourself and Mr. George Brewer, I inspected Studios 21 

and 22 on 27 June 1995, with the following brief observations:-

1. Attached National Association of Testing Authorities (NATA) endorsed Certificate of Analysis

Reference 16464/67, dated 28 June 1995 shows that four bulk samples of the sprayed insulation 

taken from the ceiling space above Studios 21 and 22 contain amosite asbestos fibres. This 

confinns previous analyses. 

2. NATA requirements do no allow estimates of percentage composition on NATA endorsed

reports. However, all samples contain in excess of approximately 80% asbestos, and do not appear 

to contain any other fibres or material. In other words, the insulation is probably pure amosite 

asbestos. 
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The measurements were taken by myself in strict accordance with the August 1988 National 

·occupational Health & Safety Commission "Guidance Note on the Membrane Filter Method for

Estimating Airborne Asbestos Dust", and with the National Association of Testing Authorities

(NATA) "Asbestos Testing Policy Statement", dated July 1991.

Attached find NATA endorsed Certificate of Analysis Reference 16487/97, dated 3 July 1995, 

which shows that all results were less than the detection limit of the method of <0.01 fibres per 

millilitre of air. 

C. PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS
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Based only ori'an initial inspection and some background knowledge of ABC TV operations, I have 

come to the following preliminary conclusions which must be supported by more complete 

information:-

1. The asbestos insulation is in the process of breaking down in tenns of the internal adhesive

that holds the insulation .together. This is not unexpected given the fact that it was applied some 39 

years ago. 

2. I am told that the adhesive used as a bond between the insulation and the underneath surface of

the fibrous plaster soffit might be bitumen. If this is true, then the failure of this substrate bond is 

unlikely. However, with very little adhesion throughout the insulation, failure of the substrate bond 

is not a significant factor in terms of large pieces of the material falling off the soffit. 

3. Spraying the underside of the insulation is potentially catastrophic, because the additional

weight of the adhesive can cause a rapid breakdown and consequent loss of major sections of 

insulation from the soffit. 

4. I support the use of well planned management programs to prevent the expenditure of large

sums of money when no health risk exists. However, I believe that ABC should plan on the 

eventual removal of the asbestos insulation. The timing of this would be dependant upon observed 

changes in the condition of the asbestos, as part of the proposed Asbestos Management Program. 

Even though it is almost impossible to make predictions because of the nature of the material and the 

unknown decay rate of the internal adhesive, you should only expect a maximum of 10 years life 

out of the insulation. 
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3. Low and high power magnification by stereomicroscopy of all samples revealed that the fibres

are very friable (ie able to be easily crushed by hand); they are not compacted; and they lack any

significant signs of adhesive on the smface layer or throughout the body of the insulation.

4. Inspection of several areas around the catwalks of Studios 21 and 22 showed that the surface

of the insulation is ·very susceptible to damage; is very soft to the touch; and is slightly damaged

with the subsequent formation of dags that can be easily dislodged. There are signs that small

amounts of asbestos insulation may have fallen onto the top surface of the some of the suspended

ceiling tiles.

5. Several suspended ceiling tiles have been dislodged - probably by people - and several other

have become badly dislodged due to mis-fitting ceiling grid or weakness caused by the tiles being

cut to allow for ceiling penetrations.

6. Air-conditioning grills in the suspended ceiling of Studio 21 are ill-fitting where they contact

the wall, thus allowing the small sections of the asbestos insulation to be visible by people on the

catwalk.

7. Inspection of the lofts of both studios revealed that several areas may communicate with the

lower studio rooms. This includes penetrations for services that have not be adequately sealed, plus

areas where access has been obtained for repairs etc. These should not cause any problems whilst

the asbestos insulation remains in situ, but will have to be addressed if the asbestos is to be

removed.

8. The ceiling space of Studio 23 was not inspected, and I understand that this may be difficult.

However, my initial impression of this Studio is that the ceiling appears to have more integrity than·

Studios 21 and 22, and is not accessible to workers.

B. RESULTS OF AIR MONITORING

Due to fact that asbestos insulation is present above the ceiling tiles in Studios 21 and 22, five 

airborne asbestos fibre measurements were conducted in each of these Studios on 3 July 1995 

during normal use by ABC staff. 

The sample positions were chosen to represent the worst possible conditions - that is, as close to the 

asbestos insulation as practicable - and were taken on the catwalks spaced at roughly equal intervals 

around the periphery of the Studios. 
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5. In the meantime, it is important to design and implement a management program, including

inspections, air monitoring and restrictions on catwalk access and ceiling tile removal. 

6. Provided that future air monitoring produces the same results as obtained on 3 July 1995 - that

is, equal to, or below the detection limit of the method - current knowledge indicates that the studio 

situation would pose the same risk to health as that of an asbestos-free environment. 

D. PLANNING INFORMATION

' . 

Whilst the assessment of risk, and the decision to take any form of action can only be handled by 

ABC management, there is a need to gain information nece,:;sary for various possible options. 

When required, I will detail this in a separate letter, along with a fee proposal as requested by Mr. 

G. Brewer.

Yours faithfully, 

G. C. PICKFORD.
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