Teacher Resource

Media Literacy

Activity: Reflect on the News

Which news stories from August 2023 were important to you?
Students will choose their top 5 news stories and create their own quiz
to test their classmates. Students’ quizzes should cover a range of
categories, for example:

e Environment

e Arts
e Health
e Sport

e Education
e Politics
e Entertainment

Students can visit the BTN subjects page for a range of news topics to

browse through. News stories can be a mix of local, national and world
news. Students will give reasons why they think these are the top 5
news stories (1-2 sentences for each news story).

Students can include a range of quiz styles, for example:
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Students can make their quizzes in Kahoot or Quizizz. Make it fun,
engaging, and educational!

e Multiple choice, true or false
or fill in the blank.
e Use photos or pictures.
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e When an answer is revealed,
provide extra information to
explain the answer.

BTN Newsbreak

Watch BTN every day! Newsbreak is a
great way to kick off the morning routine.
You can watch Newsbreak anytime on our

website or by subscribing to our YouTube \
channel. Head to the BTN website for all
the details.
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KEY LEARNING

Students will learn more about
what makes a good news story
and create their own news
report.

CURRICULUM

English — Year 6

Compare texts including media
texts that represent ideas and
events in different ways,
explaining the effects of the
different approaches.

English — Year 7

Understand that the coherence
of more complex texts relies on
devices that signal text
structure and guide readers, for
example overviews, initial and
concluding paragraphs and
topic sentences, indexes or site
maps or breadcrumb trails for
online texts.

Analyse and explain the effect
of technological innovations on
texts, particularly media texts.

Media Arts — Years 3-4, 5-6
Plan, produce and present
media artworks for specific
audiences and purposes using
responsible media practice.

Media Arts — Year 7 and 8
Analyse how technical and
symbolic elements are used in
media artworks to create
representations influenced by
story, genre, values and points
of view of particular audiences.

Present media artworks for
different community and
institutional contexts with
consideration of ethical and
regulatory issues.
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/subjects
https://kahoot.com/student-centered-learning/
https://quizizz.com/?lng=en
https://www.abc.net.au/btn

Activity: News Vocabulary

Students will brainstorm a list of keywords that relate to understanding the news. Here are some words to
get them started. Students will create their own class glossary of keywords and terms. Students can use
videos, graphics, and/or diagrams to help explain each keyword.

JOURNALIST NEWS VALUES FAKE NEWS

SOURCE RELIABLE BIAS

Ask students to write what they think is the meaning of each word (including unfamiliar words). They will
swap definitions with a partner and ask them to add to or change the definition. Check these against the
dictionary definition.

Further activities for students:
e Visit ABC Education for a glossary on news and media terms. Choose some words to add to and
enhance your classroom glossary.
e Choose one word/term from your glossary. Find a definition for the word and explore its meaning

in more detail. Explain the meaning of the word or term to your classmates. Use examples to help
explain the word’s meaning.

Activity: What Makes Something ‘News'?

Have you ever wondered what makes news, news? Students will investigate
what makes an event newsworthy. Before starting this activity, brainstorm
some ideas as a class. What are

news

Watch BTN’s What makes the news, news? video as a class. In this video we values?
look at the news values that determine which stories we see and hear about

and which ones we don't and how those news values can subtly shape the way
we see the world.

Students will choose a range of current news stories (up to 5 news stories) and evaluate why the story is in
the news and what makes it newsworthy? Students can use a t-chart to organise their information.
Students will need access to current newspapers or online news sites to complete this activity.

Why is it news?

N t
ews Story What makes it newsworthy?
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https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/news-glossary/10077894
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJiXvvrFlw8

Activity: Make Your Own News Program

Students will put together their own news program using a range of existing BTN stories. Students will need
to include a good balance of stories across different topics (for example: science, politics, world news,
environment, arts, sport, and human interest). Students can visit the BTN website for a range of news
stories sorted into useful topics.

Students will choose 3-5 stories to make up their own BTN program and then respond to the following
guestions for each news story they choose.

e  Why did you choose this story?

e Summarise the main issue/message.

e Isthe news story about a current local issue or an issue from the past?

e  Where and when did it happen?

e What new information have you found about it?

e Who is affected by the issue?

e How are they affected by the issue?

e Why is it important for people to know about the issue?

o  Why will people be interested in watching the news story?

Activity: Rookie Reports

Many BTN stories feature young people, whether they’re reporting on a news event affecting them or
telling us about an issue or topic they are passionate about.

Students will visit the BTN website to explore the latest Rookie Reports. Students will choose one story that
interests them the most and then respond to the questions below.

e What s the story | BTN Latest Rookie Reports
about? - R

e  Why did you choose
this story?

Fishing Lure Business Cystic Fibrosis

e What words would you
use to describe this
story?

e Describe the main Young Author
issue/message in the
story.

We meet Olly who has started a We meet twelve year old Melody, who
business selling fishing lures made tells us what it's like Living with cystic
from recycled plastic. fibrosis.

e What makes this story
interesting?

P 2m20s

The Crochet Guy Kosciuszko Trek Kid Daniel's Life and Rainbow Laces
We meet Jorden, who developed a love We meet 13.year old Eva who has Languages We meet 13 year old Abbie, who started
of crochet during COVID-19 lockdowns. cerebral palsy and recently conquered Weiost Disiisliwio was disgnosed ¢ the Rainbow Laces Project which is
s RS RGeS Mount Kosciuszko ittt e b Bt all about creating visibility for the
ue 7 Mar 2023 at 6:00am now fluent in 3 languages and has just LGBTQUA+ commurity.
finished high school. Tue 21 Feb 2023 at 6:00am
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/subjects#topics
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookie-reporter

Activity: Write a Feature Story

Students will research and write a profile about someone that is doing something interesting in their

community. It could be a prominent person in the community or someone from their school community.
Students will then:

Research as much as you can about the person.
Write some interview questions you would like to ask the person.
Interview the person — check out these interviewing tips

Write a feature story — find out what makes a good feature story here. Celebrate the persons’
strengths in your writing. Share your story with the class.

Visit BTN’s Rookie Reporter Training to learn more about how to make a news story. The How to Make

News video also gives some useful tips for making your own news story. Watch this BTN Explainer as a class

to learn more about filming tips, like how to frame your shots and what the rule of thirds is.

Activity: BTN’s Media Literacy series

BTN has created a series of Media Literacy videos to help students understand and question news. Topics

include How to Spot Fake News, News Sources, What is News? How to Spot Bias, and Media Ethics.

The videos will help students to critically analyse
the news they see, hear, or read. Please note —
these videos are intended for secondary students.

Useful Websites

Media Literacy Video Series — BTN
Media Literacy — ABC Education
Fake News Fight — BTN

Kids” News Service — BTN

Behind the Scenes at BTN — BTN
Becoming a journalist — BTN

Use the News — ABC Education
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https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/c50070901e0a9f92ac88e3aa863b7da2
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson987/QualititesFeatureStory.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/rookie-reporter-training/10513866
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/how-to-make-news/10626066
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/how-to-make-news/10626066
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uj4d36wMZh4&list=PLYnBEb50PSAqFXHt9s2jSR_1mdHrkk6mi&index=29
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/btn-media-literacy-series/102192640
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/btn-media-literacy-series/102192640
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/fake-news-fight/13188752
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/kids-news-service/11073326
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/behind-the-scenes/10562010
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/becoming-a-journalist/10007164
https://www.abc.net.au/education/media-literacy/use-the-news-how-to/11532950

