
What lies at the heart of a home?



From the end of WWII into the present day, 
this factual series unpacks the key historic 
moments that have had an overwhelming 
impact on homes, their design, and the way  
we live as a society.

Many factors play a part in the surprising story 
of a country building its way into the future: 
economic booms and busts, the fight for 
Indigenous land rights and recognition, cultural 
migration and the unrelenting force of nature.

Featuring interviews from leading architects, 
design experts, historians and social 
commentators, the series tackles questions 
around the evolution of the ‘Australian Dream’. 

Did building booms endure the test of time, 
or did they hammer down dreams on shaky 
foundations? Where was there success, and 
where was there failure? Have lessons been 
learned from the past, or does history continue 
to repeat itself?

The Homes That Built Australia explores the 
untold stories beneath our feet, around our 
living rooms and within our hearts.
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This four-part history series looks 
at how Australia has been shaped 
by its many definitions of home



EPISODES

EPISODE 1
Birth of the ‘Burbs
1945-1960: Building up and out post-WWII.

EPISODE 2 
It’s Time
1960-1975: Adapting to significant social  
and cultural changes.

EPISODE 3 
Hard Country
1975-1990: The forces of nature become 
impossible to ignore.

EPISODE 4 
Boom or Bust
1990-Today: Navigating economic pressures, 
skyrocketing prices, and a global pandemic.



Atong Atem
Artist, writer, recipient of the inaugural La Prairie 
Art Award

Prof. Anthony Burke
Architect, academic and host of Restoration 
Australia

Hy William Chan
Architect, urban planner and recent fellow  
in sustainable cities with the UN, City of Sydney 
Councillor

Philip Cox AO
Prominent architect, Cox Architecture

Jefa Greenaway
Architect, academic, Director at Greenaway 
Architects who has championed Indigenous-led 
design thinking for over 25 years 

Assoc. Prof. Mirjana Lozanovska
Architectural educator, academic, author 
of Migrant Housing: Architecture, Dwelling, 
Migration

Distinguished Prof. Aileen Moreton-Robinson
Academic, author and activist for Indigenous 
rights

Dr Yves Rees
Historian, academic, writer

Tim Ross
Comedian, radio presenter, architecture 
enthusiast and host of Designing a Legacy 

Peter Stutchbury
Prominent architect, Peter Stutchbury 
Architecture
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