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[ABC Kids podcast sting – this is an ABC podcast]
[Dinosaur roars, footsteps and wings flapping]
Amanda: From albertosaurus to archaeopteryx… orodromeus to oviraptor… time to pit a prehistoric pair head-to-head in the GREATEST RACE OF ALL TIME! 
[Music build-up and applause]
Amanda and child’s voice: Welcome to the Dino Dome!  
Amanda: Every week, two dinos race in the dome to see who can sprint, leap or fly across the finish line first.
But this is no normal race track, the landscape and obstacles are constantly changing - from volcanoes to icebergs to underwater reefs… anything goes in the Dino Dome!   
I’m your host, Amanda Shalala, but I couldn’t call today’s race without the help of Dino Dome fact-o-saurus, Tim Richards!
[Music and applause]
[bookmark: _Hlk89177699]Tim: Thanks Amanda, let’s see which Mesozoic monsters are battling it out today.
Amanda, Tim and child’s voice: Let’s get ready to roar!
[Music and applause]
Child’s voice: Weighing in at almost three thousand kilograms –  as heavy as a rhinocerous – give it up for our home-grown hero, the Aussie ornithopod Muttaburrasaurus! 
[Dinosaur roar and applause]
And it’s an even heftier herbivore – as heavy as an elephant (that’s twice as heavy as its competitor) and as long as two parked cars! All the way from the northern hemisphere, let’s hear it for iguanodon!
[Dinosaur roar and applause]
[bookmark: _Hlk89177722]Amanda: Wow! This is the first race we’ve had featuring a local product – do you think the Muttaburrasaurus will be spurred on by the home crowd, Tim?
Tim: Well, I’d put money on hearing a few ‘oi oi oi’s’, Amanda… but I’m not sure whether Muttaburrasaurus will know what that means. I’m not sure I know what that means.
Amanda: So, tell us ,what dino features could help our racers today?
Tim: Keep an eye on iguanodon’s thumb spike.
Amanda:: Sounds gnarly!
Tim: Well it’s debated what it was actually used for. It might have been for used for foraging…
Amanda: Oh.
Tim: Or for defence against predators.
Amanda: Oh!
Tim: As for muttaburrasaurus, she’s a herbie too but beware of her tightly packed back teeth. Some believe, she didn’t mind a taste of minced meat every once in a while.
Amanda: A potential omnivore! Exciting!
OK Tim, let’s see where today’s race is set.
[Musical sting: ‘Anything goes in the Dino Dome!’]
[Mechanical sounds, crumbling, swishing]
Tim: The dome is transforming!
Amanda: Ooooh, I spy red dirt… grassy paddocks… rocky outcrops… a river… and are they… gum trees?
Tim: It looks a bit like a farm.
[Flies buzzing, cows mooing and bird calls]
Amanda: Phwoar! It’s a stinker of a day and the flies are out too. This is definitely Australia.
Tim: Not just anywhere in Australia - this is Yiningay Country! It’s in Queensland, near the town of Muttaburra! Our dino’s namesake!!!! 
Amanda: Surely the Aussie will win. She’s got hometown advantage!
Tim: Actually, what we’re seeing is how the Muttaburra region looks today… but when the Muttaburrasaurus roamed the land, it was a very different place.
Amanda: How so?
Tim: 110 million years ago, that part of what’s now called Australia was covered in dense pine forests. It was also much cooler and it was on the edge of a vast inland sea that covered most of Queensland.
As for Iguanodon – she lived in forests, swamplands, even the beach.
Amanda: So both dinos will be in a cross-country race in hot and unfamiliar terrain. Today’s course will take them across grassy paddocks, hurdling fences to a dirt track that leads to a rocky ascent. Then it’s an easy jog along the river, all the way to the finish.
Let’s get them on the starting line.
[Dinosaur footsteps and groans]
Amanda: On your marks, get set…
Amanda, Tim and child’s voice: Dinos goooooooooo!
[Siren]
[Dinosaur footsteps]

Amanda: And they’re off. I see both dinos are running upright, Tim.
Tim: That’s right, Amanda. Both the Muttaburrasaurus and the Iguanodon can switch between running on two or four legs.
Their hind legs are stronger and longer, so running standing up is faster.
But if either dino spies a juicy clump of low-growing plants, that’s when you’ll see them drop down to all-fours for a feast.
Amanda:  Iggy is edging ahead… she’s bouncing along, straight over those fences like they’re teeny tiny hurdles.
Tim: Yes, Iguanodon does have good padding on her feet, that would help put that spring in her step.
Amanda: Hang on, what’s going on here? Iggy’s slowing… she’s turning around… 
Tim: That’s weird.
Amanda: She’ moving through a rusty old gate… and back towards her Aussie competitor.
[Sheep baa sounds]
Tim: What was that?
Amanda: Both dinos have slowed to a dawdle.
They’re circling side-by-side.
Hang on… those fluffy white balls flocking around their feet are sheep!
[Dog barking]
Tim: Is that a border collie?
Amanda: No way! The dinos have been rounded up!
[Audience laughter]
Amanda: Typical Muttaburra! Have you been to the stock show up there, Tim? Plenty of blue-ribbon sheep to see.
Tim: This situation isn’t totally surprising… both Muttaburrasaurus and Iguanodon most likely travelled in herds… a bit like sheep.
Amanda: Well the dinos might be lost in the herd but the sheep dog knows what’s up. Look it’s scaring the dinos off and protecting the flock.
Tim: The sheep aren’t in danger, even the Muttaburrasaurus is mainly a plant eater
Amanda: The dog doesn’t know that! All it see are two giant lizards in its paddock! 
[Dinosaur footsteps, sheep and dog sounds]
Amanda: The Muttaburrasaurus is leaving the sheep, and the grassy paddocks behind… she’s headed straight for the red dirt track towards the rocky outcrop.
[Audience cheering]
Tim: There’s that home crowd, Amanda.
Amanda: Yes but it’s not deterring Iguanodon – she’s just a few strides behind, and coming up strong on the inside.
Tim: Here comes the rock climb.
Amanda: Muttaburrasaurus has dropped to all fours to help with the ascent.
Tim: That looks like hard work.
Amanda: Ooof – no one likes an uphill race… and that’s a lot of weight to carry up. 
It’s not quite vertical but that is a steep climb and some of the rocks look a little loose.
Tim: Look, Iggy’s back in front.
[Crash]
Tim: Oh no!
Amanda: We spoke too soon! She tripped on the uneven surface.
Tim: And she’s rolling… 
[Rolling on rocks]
Amanda: Straight for a cliff!
It’s OK! Iguanodon is clinging to the cliff edge… what a grip!
Tim: Iguanodon has highly advanced hands, almost like us humans.
There’s that thumb spike and her three middle fingers are stuck together for walking, but it’s that fifth finger that’s doing the job here - it’s used for grasping, perfect for death-defying stunts like this!
Amanda: And she’s pulled herself up!
Iguanodon is back on her hind legs and closing the gap fast!
What a cliff-hanger!
Tim: Yes, the climb is really slowing Muttaburrasaurus down.
Amanda: But she’s half the size of Iggy – what’s the problem?
Tim: It’s a hard climb and she’s really not used to this heat.
[Loud, long dinosaur moan]
Tim: I don’t believe it! It’s a Muttaburrasaurus call!
Amanda: What do you mean, Tim?
Tim: See the raised bump on her snout? No one’s ever really known for sure, but there’s a theory the bump is actually a hollow chamber, and it amplified the muttaburrasaurus’s voice… like it’s very own microphone!
[Loud, long dinosaur moan]
Amanda: There it is again!
Tim: I think she’s frustrated, Amanda… and probably dehydrated.
Amanda: Luckily, they’ve reached the top of this rocky peak.
Hang in there Mutta-B! It’s all downhill from here!
[Distant water]
Tim: Ah – and there’s relief down below - a river!
Amanda: Iggy is running straight for the water… the finish line is up around the next riverbend.
Tim: But wait! Look at this! 
Amanda: The Aussie has her tail between her legs… and she’s sliding down the hill – on her Muttaburra-butt! 
Tim: That’s one way to conserve energy.
Amanda: The sheila’s no drongo!
[Splash]
Amanda: Now she can cool off.
Tim: No surprise to see them both stopping for a well-earned drink, Amanda…
Amanda: After a quick water break, Iggy is off!
And Mutta-B doesn’t want to be left behind… she’s hot on her tail!
Tim: Oooh, it could be a tight finish!
Amanda: They’re rounding the final river bend… Look out!
[Crash]
Amanda: Oh no – Muttaburrasaurus has run straight into a huge gum tree stump…
That was a real knock to the noggin.
Amanda: And Iguanodon is tangled up in a thorny thicket.
Tim: Oh no - that’s a prickly acacia – a nasty weed in the Queensland outback.
Amanda: Muttaburrasaurus is shaking it off but Iggy’s still tangled up.
[Slashing sounds]
Tim: Looks like she’s using her sharp thumb claws to strip away the prickly foliage…
Amanda: Come on Mutta-B, Iggy’s stuck, the race is yours! You can win this!
Tim: Hang on, Muttaburrasaurus isn’t going for the finish line… she’s heading straight for Iggy!
[Snap and dinosaur roar]
Amanda: Ah! Did she just take a bite out of Iguanodon?
Tim: She does have those suspicious grinding back teeth… and it has been a hard day. Maybe she needs the protein…
[Chewing]
Tim:  Ah! She’s not snapping at the Iguanodon, she’s snapping at the pesky plant!
Some experts think Muttaburrasaurus’s teeth were for occasional meat-eating… but I’ve always thought they’re far better suited to grinding tough, chewy leaves and vines just like this!
Amanda: It’s no time for snacking, you pelican head!
Tim: She’s not snacking… she’s freeing her friend!
Amanda: And it’s worked!
Iggy has broken free from the prickly weed!
And she’s making a mad dash for it… straight across the finish line!
[Siren and applause]
Child’s voice: Winner!
Amanda: Iguanodon has won the race!!!
Tim: And here comes Muttaburrasaurus… a gracious second place and a true home town hero.
Amanda: What a great display a sportsmanship.
Tim: I’m a bit emotional, Amanda.
Amanda: We love to see it. Here’s a tissue. I’ve got to head down for the trophy presentation and you can run our domers through an action replay.
[Action replay music]
Tim: Both dinos came out striding on their strong hind legs, but their herd mentality threw them off course when a border collie rounded them up with a flock of sheep. Then it was straight along a red dirt track to a rocky climb where Iguanodon came undone on some slippery stones and almost fell off a cliff, but her impressive grip put her back on top. Alongside the puffed-out Aussie who couldn’t handle the heat, they took a quick water break, until a tree stump and a prickly acacia caught them both by surprise. Finally a heroic act by the Muttaburrasaurus saw the Iguanodon freed from a tangle, to take the win just ahead of its home town saviour.
[Cheering]
Amanda: And we’re ready to present the Dino cup…
Here you go, iguanodon… we’ve filled it with red soil and planted a seedling in there as a souvenir.
Tim: What kind of plant, Amanda?
Amanda: It’s a prickly acacia.
Tim: Oh. That might have been a bad choice.
[Metal crashing]
Amanda: Iguanodon has thrown the cup into the crowd. She clearly doesn’t want to remember being tangled up in those prickles.
Tim: Fair enough, Amanda, fair enough.
Amanda: And that’s it for today’s Dino Dome – catch you next time when we race two more of the mightiest creatures to ever walk the Earth.
[Roars, applause and music ends]
Tim: No dinosaurs were harmed in the making of Dino Dome, as they’re all extinct. Therefore, all sounds in Dino Dome were made by humans, birds and animals including vultures, emus, camels and goats. 
[Goat bleating]
Tim: Yes, goats. 
Child’s voice: Dino Dome is an ABC Kids listen podcast. For more great podcasts to play, music to move and stories and soundtracks for sleep - download the ABC Kids listen App. Free from your app store.




