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Challenge your writing skills by re-interpreting what you
see in this comic strip based activity.

Each of these comic strips feature a news story that has been written in a particular way.
The task for students is to show that by changing the language used in the report they can
change the way that a story is perceived.

FOLLOW THESE STEPS

1. Watch the video resources about bias under the Questioning the News on the media literacy website.
2. Print out and look at the example story ‘Shark Attack’, then discuss the questions listed below.

3. Try the writing challenge: ‘Protest’.

Example Story: Shark Attack
Below are three versions of the story written in three different ways.
e  What are the differences you can see between the first version of the story and the other two?

e  How would you describe the reporting style of each story?
e  Can you identify bias or a paricular purpose for each article?
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‘SHARK ATTACK’: Version 1

A 18 YEAR OLR LENHOK HEADR LOCAL FMOWH
AL WIZIV, REFORTED FEELIMNG A SHARE T
O HiS FOOT WHILE SITTiMG ON Hib BOARD, 1N

POPULAA SUAF SPOT kit MILES

IT FELT PRETTY GHNARLY 50 I
FULLED My FOOT UF AND MY
TOE wlad, GONE! TT WAt pay
FAVOURITE TSE - THE FINHY]

AUTHORITIES ATVIHE SURAFERS ANE BWMMERS TO
BE "WilILANT' I THE WATER, BUT ENCOURAGED
THEM TD EMNJSY THE HOLIPAY SEALOM,
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THE VICTI I MOT GEE THE GUSFECTED BHARE, BT THE
BEACHES BETWEEM BALLIMA AND B¥ROM HAVE RECORDED THE
MOST UNPROVOKEDR SHARM AT TACKS [N LT Fual- L,
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‘SHARK ATTACK’: Version 2

CEMNO HEADR TEEMAGER 'FIZIY WS WalTmG
FOR A WAVE, WHEN HE FELT A SEARING FAIN N
HEly FOOT, TO Hig HORROR HE REALIGED HE'R

BEEN BITTEM BY & SHARK.

IT FELT PRETTY GHNARLY 50 I
FULLED My FOOT UF AND MY
TOE wlad, GONE! TT WAt pay
FAVOURITE TSE - THE FINHY]

EWRAMERS AND SURFERS SHOULD BE AWARE THAT
SHARKS POSE A AESL DANGER AMD CoasTal
AUTHORITIES ARE URGED TO TaKE STEFS TO
FROTECT THE PUBLIC,

ALTHOUGH HE COULDPH'T SEE Hih aTTACKER, THE ¥OUMG VICTIM
Wik TERRIFIED IT WOULR RETURM, AL THE BALLINASBYROMN
AREA W HOTSRICUH: FOR UMNPROVORED GHARF ATTACKHS,
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‘SHARK ATTACK’: Version 3

& LEHMNOK HEAT SURFER CLAAS HE

SUSTAINED A SGeHARK BITE TS THE FOOT
WHILE WAITIMG FOR A WAVE AT POFULAR
SUAF SPOT 'Maclt MLESS

IT FELT PRETTY GHNARLY 50 I
FULLED My FOOT UF AND MY
TOE wlad, GONE! TT WAt pay
FAVOURITE TSE - THE FINHY]

WE HNEED TO REMEMBLA THAT SaAAs AT TACKS ARE
EXATREMELY RARE AND WE ARE EMTERIMNDG THESR
EMVIROHMEMT, MUTLAL REGFECT M KEY TO
ENFO¥IMNG OUR OCEANS SAFELY

SWIMMERS TN THE REGION OFTEM ENCROACH PN THE MATURAL HaBITar
OF SHARKS, S0 IT'S VERY LIKELY THAT ENCOUNTERS WITH SsaRME WILL
BE HIGH, IT GHOULD BE NOTED THAT THE GURFER [P HOT GEE A GHARK,
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‘PROTEST’ Writing Exercise

This story has been
written as an unbiased
report on what happened
outside the music venue.

Using the blank
templates below:

1. Try writing it using
language that is negative
toward the protesters and
what they want.

2. Try writing it using

HUNDRE M OF PESPLE
TORAY HATHEREDR T
PROTEST THE
PACPOGED PLANS TO
BLLD A FRANCHIGE Foil
FALT FosOlr CHAIM
MACHETER TURTLE
BURGER ("]} o8 THE
SITE OF BEVOLTING,
OHEL O TS LT
REASIMUNG LATE FSHT
MILEIC VEMDES:.

THE FROTESTERS ClAlW THAT REVOLTING IS AN WFORTANT CLETURAL MOMUMENT
THAT SHOULD BE PREGEAVED AL CILTUAM. HERITAGE, THEY ARE AGKING COUNCLLORS
w0 WERE AT THE SITE COMNDUSTING AN MAPEATION PRICE To DEMOLITION TO &To8
THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOLED FOR LATER THib YEAR

language that is negative

toward the police and the
measures they took.

Gl APAGDHG, BURLER AT A COURCIL DFFRCLAL,
HO FUATHER ARRLETE WERE MADE AT THE

A DECHAON O THE BEVOLT MG DEVELOPMENT
WALL BE »ADE AT & CSOUSNCHL. MEETING MEXT
TeURSDAY. SITIZEN LOBEY GROUPS BCLUITHND
ST TedlE TURTLE", ®LSIC 15 REVOLTING' AND
ANGEY VEGAN ACTROETE ARE EXFECTED TO

BE M ATTENDAHCE ALONG WITH A POLICE

POLICE ARRELTED OME PROTELTER FOR
THERDWANG AN OBTECT IFEMTIFLEP A& A

OTHERSTTLE PEACEFUL PROTERT.
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‘PROTEST’ worksheet: negative to protesters

[
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‘PROTEST’ worksheet: negative to police
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‘CELEBRITY TRIAL’ Writing Exercise

This story has been
written in a style often
used by celebrity
entertainment
magazines. It suggests
that the celebrity is on
trial because he has
upset his ex-girlfriend.

BEING GUED BY Hif
Ex--UrL Al M LOVE
IMHSTALAAM SUIFERSTAR
SHANHIE WARNFAY-<FOR THEFT

Using the blank AND LOSE OF EARMNGS,

templates below:

"HE GTOLE MY MONEY
AMHD HE RLINET ¥
CAREER BY BErGa & REAL
PR By AND TIURMNPG

Bal BOY RO MARTIND -OO0HNS PALE aMND SGHAREMN AL HE LEAVES
COPET AFTER A HARBOWEG FIRET Dy,

1. Try rewriting the story
as a piece of unbiased,
straight reporting on the
trial.

2. Try rewriting the story
as though the journalist
is favourable towards
Shanique’s case.

ROCHY PEMES THE CHARGES. A FRIEMND WHO DIDN'T
WANT TO BE MNAMET SAILF "SHES HUAT AND AMGRY G0
SHES BLEEDING HIM DY TO PLNIGH HIM*
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‘CELEBRITY TRIAL’ worksheet: unbiased reporting
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‘CELEBRITY TRIAL’ worksheet: Rocky is guilty
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‘MILKBAR ROBBERY’ Writing Exercise

Using the example story
‘Shark attack’ as
inspiration, try rewriting
this story in 2 different
ways.

Using the blank
templates:

1. Asastraight unbiased
report on the robbery.

2. Using language designed

to alarm your readers
about violent crime.
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‘MILKBAR ROBBERY’ worksheet: violent crime on the rise
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