Teacher Resource

First Nations History Special

As a class, discuss the stories featured in the BTN Special and record the
main points of the discussion. Students will then respond to the
following focus questions.

Pinjarra Massacre Apology

What year did the Pinjarra Massacre happen?
Where is Pinjarra located? Find on a map.
What is the meaning of Frontier Wars?

What questions do you have about the story?

vk wN e

How did this story make you feel?

Deep Time

1. How long have Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
occupied this land for?
2. Where is the earliest evidence of humans in Australia?
a. Budj Bim cultural landscape
b. Madjedbebe rock shelter
c. Murujuga cultural landscape
3. What evidence did archaeologists find there?
4. What was the mega-continent that included mainland
Australia, Tasmania and Papua New Guinea called?
5. Reflect on your understanding of Deep Time since watching the
BTN story. How has it changed?

Vincent Lingiari

1. In which state or territory is Wave Hill located?
a. South Australia
b. Northern Territory
c. Western Australia
Who were the traditional owners of the area?
What year did Vincent Lingiari lead the Wave Hill walk-off?
Why did the Gurindji people go on strike?

ik wN

What famous gesture symbolised the returning of land to the
Gurindji people?

KEY LEARNING

Students will view a range of
BTN stories and use
comprehension skills to
respond to a series of focus
questions.

CURRICULUM

English — Year 4

Use comprehension strategies
to build literal and inferred
meaning to expand content
knowledge, integrating and
linking ideas and analysing and
evaluating texts.

English — Year 5

Use comprehension strategies
to analyse information,
integrating and linking ideas
from a variety of print and
digital sources.

English — Year 6

Use comprehension strategies
to interpret and analyse
information and ideas,
comparing content from a
variety of textual sources
including media and digital
texts.

English — Year 7

Use comprehension strategies
to interpret, analyse and
synthesise ideas and
information, critiquing ideas
and issues from a variety of
textual sources.
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Teacher Resource
Pinjarra Massacre Apology

This document may contain the names and images of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people now deceased. It also contains
links to sites that may use images of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people now deceased.

It also contains some content that may be distressing.

Activity: Personal Response

After watching the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story, ask students
to finish one or more of the following incomplete sentences:

e |t was interesting to learn that...

e Learning about the Frontiers Wars made me feel...

e It'simportant to learn about the Frontier Wars because...

What did you What questions
learn from the do you have
story? about the story?

Activity: Discuss
After watching the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story students
discuss the story in pairs, using the following questions to guide the
discussion:
o Reflect on the apology by the Western Australian Governor.
Why was it important? Watch the Governor’s apology.

e \What were the Frontier Wars?
e What were the reasons for frontier violence?
e  Why is truth-telling important?

KEY LEARNING

Students will learn about the
Frontier Wars in Australia and
why learning about them is an
important part of truth-telling.

CURRICULUM

HASS - Year 5

The impact of the development
of British colonies in Australia on
the lives of First Nations
Australians, the colonists and
convicts, and on the natural
environment.

HASS - Year 9

The causes and effects of
European contact and extension
of settlement, including their
impact on the First Nations
Peoples of Australia.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-28/wa-governor-chris-dawson-apologises-for-pinjarra-massacre/105942492

Activity: Glossary

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story. Here
are some words to get them started.

MASSACRE RESISTANCE TRUTH-TELLING

Activity: Researching Frontier Wars

Students will choose one or more of the questions below to explore in more detail or they can develop
their own questions to research.

e What were the Frontier Wars and what was the
cause of the violence?

e What happened in Myall Creek in 18387

e  What is truth-telling? Why is learning about the
Frontier Wars an important part of truth-telling?

e How should these events be recognised or
commemorated?

o Look at the map created for the Colonial
Frontier Massacres Project. Why is it important
to document these events? Use the interactive

map to learn about sites that are near you.

Activity: Visual Literacy

Below are images that relate to the Frontier Wars. Students look at the image and then respond to the
following questions:

e What do you see in this image?

e What does the image tell you about the Frontier Wars?

e How did the image make you feel?

e What question/s would you like to ask about the image?

Waterloo Creek massacre
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterloo_Creek_massacre#/media/File:Mounted_police_and_blacks.jpg
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/7f45115e89ec903db177fac1900866bc?impolicy=wcms_crop_resize&cropH=394&cropW=700&xPos=0&yPos=42&width=862&height=485
https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres/map.php

IN MEMORY OF THE WIRRAYARAAY PEOPLE WHO

WERE MURDERED ON THE SLOPES OF THIS RIDGE § ¢

IN AN UNPROVOKED BUT PREMEDITATED ACT IN
THE LATE AFTERNOON OF 10 JUNE, 1838

ERECTED ON 10 JUNE 2000 BY A GROUP OF

ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIANS §

IN AN ACT OF RECONCILIATION, AND IN :
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRUTH OF OUR
SHARED HISTORY.

WE REMEMBER THEM

Activity: BTN Stories

Visit BTN’s collection of stories which focus on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’
history, culture and issues.

After watching any one of the BTN videos ask
students to respond to the discussion questions
(to find the discussion questions and teacher
resources go to the related BTN Classroom
Episode and download the Episode Package).
Collection of BTN stories with a focus on First

Nations

Useful Websites

Myall Creek Memorial

Working in pairs, students read the Myall

Creek memorial plague and respond to the

following questions:

e  Which groups worked together on the
Myall Creek memorial?

e How is the Myall Creek remembered
today?

e  Why is the memorial important part of
reconciliation?

| Indigenous Culture

Ngiyampaa Dictionary First Nations Seasons

Mikayla has been helping to keep an Melbourne’s Lord Mayor has suggested
endangered alive. dopt Wurundjert

s calendar.

Tue 26 Aug 2025 at 1200am Tue 19 Aug 2025 st 1200am

Victoria Treaty

Tue 16 Sep 2025 at 12:00am

[ T

Vincent Lingiari UNESCO Rock Art NAIDOC Anniversary Racism Report

Why this famous photograph sparkeda  The rock art of Murujuga in WA has Celebrating the history, culture, and Racism is stil a pretty common
movement for Aboriginalrights across  been recognised as a world heritage f Aboriginal and Torres

the country. #* site. & Strait islander people Tue 3 Jun 2026 at 1200am

Tue 19 Aug 2025 at 1200am Tue 22 Jul 2025 at 1200am Tue 24 Jun 2025 at 12:00am

e WA Governor Chris Dawson apologises to descendants of Pinjarra Massacre, almost 200 years later

— ABC News

e Myall Creek Memorial a symbol of reconciliation as descendants of victims and perpetrators gather

— ABC News
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/1844_-_Myall_Creek_Massacre_and_Memorial_Site_-_Bronze_plaque_commemorating_the_massacre_%285056626b4%29.jpg
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-28/wa-governor-chris-dawson-apologises-for-pinjarra-massacre/105942492
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/myall-creek-massacre-memorial-a-symbol-of-reconciliation/9845158

Teacher Resource

Deep Time

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should be aware that
this document may contain images and names of deceased persons.

Activity: Class Discussion

Discuss the BTN Deep Time story in small groups or as a class. Ask
students to record what they know about the ancient culture of
Australia. What questions do they have? Use the following questions
to help guide discussion:
e What do you already know about the history of First Nations
people? Record your ideas on a mind map.
e How long have First Nations people been in Australia?
e How do we know this? (artefacts, rock art, footprints,
Dreaming stories)
e What are some examples of the earliest evidence of people
living in Australia?

What What surprised
you about this

guestions do

you have? story?

Activity: Vocabulary

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN
Deep Time story. Here are some words to get them started.

DEEP TIME FIRST NATIONS

PEOPLE CREATION STORY

OLDEST LIVING

ROCKART CULTURE

KEY LEARNING

Students will explore Australia's
deep time history by
investigating important
archaeological sites and
Indigenous creation stories.

CURRICULUM

HASS - Year 4

Pose questions to investigate
people, events, places and
issues.

HASS —Year 5 & 6

Develop appropriate questions
to guide an inquiry about
people, events, developments,
places, systems and challenges.

Locate and collect relevant
information and data from
primary sources and secondary
sources.

HASS - Year 7

Construct significant questions
and propositions to guide
investigations about people,
events, developments, places,
systems and challenges.

Apply a methodology to locate
and collect relevant information
and data from a range of
primary sources and secondary
sources.

How First Nations Australians
are the world’s oldest
continuing cultures, displaying
evidence of both continuity and
change over deep time.

How First Nations Australians
have responded to
environmental processes and
changes over time.

The technological achievements
of early First Nations
Australians, and how these
developed in different places
and contributed to daily life,
and land and water source
management.
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Activity: KWLH research

The KWLH organiser provides students with a framework to explore their knowledge on the deep time
history of Australia and consider what they would like to know and learn.

What do | know? What do | want to know?  What have | learnt? How will | find out?

Deep Time Inquiry

Students will collect and record information from a wide variety of sources. Students may develop their
own question for inquiry or select one of the questions below.

How long have Aboriginal people lived in Australia? Describe one recent discovery that shows this.
What is the creation process known as? Find one dreaming story that explains the creation of the
Australian landscape. Can you find a creation story from your local community to share?

What are some of the oldest archaeological sites in
Australia? What do they tell us?

What is Sahul? Investigate the ancient mega-continent of

.
sorong

Sahul. Find a map of Sahul and make comparisons to

.
o port moresby
darw

present day Australia. N

:/

How has Australia changed over the last 65,000 years? brooge &
Make a timeline showing major environmental changes
(sea levels rising, ice age, drought).

)
alice springs

brisbane &

What does the following sentence mean? Aboriginal

» perth

cultures are the oldest continuous cultures on Earth. o © OOV

. ® sydney

S A H U |_ : melbourae

.
hobart

ABC News
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-04-30/research-into-ancient-aboriginal-migration-across-australia/100105902

Activity: Time

Explore the Time interactive on the ABC Deep Time website as a class, following the timeline to explore the

deep history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

To help understand how far back Australia’s history goes, the interactive uses a dot help represent a point
in time, with each dot representing 250 years.

Follow the dot as it moves from the present day to the ancient past,
recording key points in time. Continue through the interactive and click
on the points of interest to learn more about specific events, cultural
practices, and stories.

e What did you learn?

e What information was surprising?

e What questions do you have?

e Create a Did you know.

Journey back in time
This fun and interactive outdoor class activity will help students explore and visualise the deep history of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Take your classroom outside, using your school oval to make a giant timeline, to help students visualise the
vast scale of history in Australia. First, students will decide on a scale (for example, 1 step equals 250 years
in time) and calculate and record the distances using a spreadsheet. Students will walk back in time,
counting steps according to their scale. At each key event they will place a marker and/or sign.

Key events to mark:
e 2,800 years ago — beginning of Ancient Greek civilisation
e 5,100 years ago — beginning of Ancient Egyptian civilisation
e 9,000 years ago — Sea levels rise dramatically
e 22,000 years ago — Ice age peaks
e 30,000 years ago — Great drought begins
e 37,000 years ago — Budj Bim volcano erupts
e 50,000 years ago — Megafauna live in Australia
e 65,000 years ago — Evidence of First Nations people in Australia

Further discussion
e What was surprising about this activity?
e What did you learn from doing this activity?
e What major environmental changes have First Nations Peoples survived throughout Australia’s
65,000-year history?
e  Where do other civilisations fit onto your deep time timeline?
e Why is it important to learn about and share Australia’s deep time history?
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/time/

Activity: Deep time stories near you

Go to the Place map on the Deep Time website. Choose a story near you to
explore. Which location did you choose? What story is told there?
e What time-period does the story come from?
e How was the landscape and environment different in that story
compared to today?
e What does the story tell you about how people used the land, water
or sky?
e Why are the stories of the knowledge holders important?

e How did the story you chose make you feel?

Further Investigation

DEEP: © STIME

Students will explore the cultural diversity of First Nations Australians. o°
Individually or in small groups, students will learn about the Indigenous o
group where they live and present what they have learnt to the class.
Students will learn about the geographic location, language, culture,
traditions, and histories.
e Find one significant Aboriginal archaeological site in your local
community. Why is it important to First Nations people?

e What is the Indigenous language in your local community? Learn

some common everyday words and share with your class.
e Where is the Indigenous group located? Mark the approximate boundaries on a map. What are
some special sites in the area?
e Learn more about the Indigenous seasons and the plants and animals that are important to
Indigenous people. Learn more about the Indigenous Seasonal Calendar on the CSIRO website

e Look for stories by Indigenous peoples valuing their oral traditions. Can you find stories told
through dance, song and other art forms as well as through text?

Activity: Dreaming stories
Dreaming stories pass on important knowledge, cultural values, and belief systems to later generations.
Learn about Dharawal country through this Dharawal Dreaming story made by the National Museum of

Australia.

One tells the origins of our animals ...

o

The koala, the crane
and the whale
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/place/
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/indigenous-science/indigenous-knowledge/calendars
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage/kamay-botany-bay/stories-of-our-place

Another Dreaming story tells of how spirits of the dead returned in low lying cloud...

When the Endeavour
arrived in 1770

Dharawal Dreaming - Animation (National Museum Australia)

Spears have an important place in Dreaming stories in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture. Watch
The Spear together as a class, a Yirritja story that is told in Dalabon language in Central Arnhem Land,
Northern Territory.

After watching the video students will respond to the following:
e What do you think the story is teaching us?
e What were your reactions or feelings during the story?

Follow-up activities
Teachers can download the ‘Dust Echoes’ study guide by ATOM for
further follow-up activities.

The Spear, Dust Echoes - (ABC
Education)

Activity: Meet the Megafauna

Students will explore the Megafauna stories on the Topics page of the Deep Time website and choose a

species of megafauna to explore in more detail. What does the story tell you about First Nations people’s
connection with megafauna? Students will then create a fact sheet including the following information:

e Common and scientific name

e What type of animal is it? (mammal, reptile, bird)

e Description — size, appearance, special features,

adaptations

e Where did it live? Describe the habitat.

e What did it eat?

e When did it die out? What caused their extinction?

o What existing species is it similar to? Diprotodon

e Find evidence of megafauna in First Nations people’s culture. For example, in archaeological
findings like rock art and the collection of fossils; or in creation stories.
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https://www.abc.net.au/education/dust-echoes-ep-9-the-spear/13496488
https://games.abc.net.au/res/pdf/DustEchoes-Spear-StudyGuide.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/megafauna/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Diprotodon.png
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/endeavour-voyage/kamay-botany-bay/stories-of-our-place

Activity: Rock Art Investigation

Students visit the Art section on the Topics page to learn from knowledge holders about rock art. What do
the stories tell you about rock art and its significance to First Nations peoples?

Students will explore one specific example in depth. Students will learn about petroglyphs (rock engravings)
and pictographs (drawings) which are a key component of rock art. Below are some examples of rock art
around Australia. Alternatively, students may want to find their own example of rock art to study.

Walinynga (Source: National Museum Australia) Murujuga rock art (Source: ABC)

Rock art in the Kimberley. (Source: ABC News Murujuga rock art (Source: ABC)
Supplied by Sven Ouzman)

Initial Observations
What do you notice?
e Describe the main features of the rock art. What sorts of colours, lines and shapes do you notice?
e What else do you notice? Can you see people, animals or spiritual figures in the art? Write as much
as you can about what you see.
e What do you think the images are telling us?

Further Investigation
Students will respond to one or more of the following questions:
e Where is it located and how old is it? Locate on a map of Australia.
e What type of rock art is it? Is it a petroglyph or pictograph?
e Find the name of the place in both the Indigenous and English languages.
e What Indigenous language groups have connections to the land where the rock art is located?
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/art/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/topic/
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/images/walinynga-cave-hill-archaeological-site-south-australia-october-2016
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-07-12/paris-unesco-world-heritage-ruling-on-murjuga-rock-art-wa/105522888
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-02/indigenous-rock-art-could-be-among-oldest-in-world/6906476
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-11-02/indigenous-rock-art-could-be-among-oldest-in-world/6906476
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-12-15/murujuga-rock-art-report-emissions-theories-yet-to-be-proven/103224842

e What story does the rock art tell? Is it a traditional Dreaming story? Explain what you know about

the Aboriginal story.

Want to know more about where you live?

e Check out the Gambay language map to learn more about traditional languages spoken in your

area.

e To learn whose Country you’re on, visit David Horton’s Map of Indigenous Australia on the AIATSIS

site.

e Cross-reference with other sites, for example your local council or Aboriginal land council.

Activity: BTN Stories

Visit BTN’s collection of stories which focus on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’
history, culture and issues.

After watching any one of the BTN videos ask
students to respond to the discussion questions
(to find the discussion questions and teacher
resources go to the related BTN Classroom
Episode and download the Episode Package).

Collection of BTN stories with a focus on First
Nations

Useful Websites

e DeepTime—ABC

Victoria Treaty

Tue 16 Sep 2025 at 12:00ar

Vincent Lingiari

Wihy this famous photograph sparked a

Lrights across

Ngiyampaa Dictionary First Nations Seasons

Mikayla has been helping to keep an Melbourne’s Lord Mayor has suggested

NAIDOC Anniversary Racism Report

Celebrating the history, culture, and Ra

UNESCO Rock Art

The rock art of Murujuga in WA has

il a pratty common
d as a world heritage

e Deep time history of Australia — National Museum Australia

e Evidence of first peoples — National Museum Australia

e Deep time history of Australia resource — Australian Curriculum

e ‘We are from here’ — Digital Classroom: National Museum Australia

e The Human Revolution — ABC iView
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https://www.abc.net.au/indigenous/features/gambay-languages-map/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/news/deeptime/
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/learning-modules/deep-time-history-australia
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/evidence-of-first-peoples
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/support-resources/learning-area-resources/deep_time_history_of_australia_resource
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/evidence-first-peoples?_gl=1*61u84i*_ga*NjI5NTE1MjE0LjE3NjA5OTk1MzI.*_ga_0S2D2GXTZP*czE3NjE1MTg5NjUkbzMkZzAkdDE3NjE1MTg5NjUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/human-revolution/series/1/video/DO2012H002S00

Teacher Resource

Vincent Lingiari

This document contains the names and images of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people now deceased. It also contains links to
sites that may use images of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people now deceased.

Activity: Personal Response

After watching the BTN Vincent Lingiari story students will complete
one or more of the following incomplete sentences:

e Vincent Lingiari was important because...

e It was interesting to learn...

e These are five words that | would use to describe Vincent

Lingiari.
e This story made me feel...
e Itis important to remember Vincent Lingiari because ...

Activity: Class Discussion

Discuss the BTN Vincent Lingiari story using the following discussion
starters.
e Where is Wave Hill? Locate on
a map.
e Who was Vincent Lingiari?
e Name one of his main
achievements.
e Why was the Gurindji strike
important?

KEY LEARNING

Students will learn about the
Wave Hill walk-off and the
contribution that Vincent
Lingiari has made to Australian
society.

CURRICULUM

HASS — Year 3 and 4

Pose questions to investigate
people, events, places and
issues.

Locate and collect information
and data from different sources,
including observations.

HASS - Year 4

the diversity of First Nations
Australians, their social
organisation and their
continuous connection to
Country/Place.

HASS —Year 5

the role of a significant
individual or group, including
First Nations Australians and
those who migrated to
Australia, in the development of
events in an Australian colony.

the impact of the development
of British colonies in Australia
on the lives of First Nations
Australians, the colonists and
convicts, and on the natural
environment.

HASS —Year 6

Experiences of Australian
democracy and citizenship,
including the status and rights
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Peoples, migrants,
women and children.

History — Year 7

the social organisation and
cultural practices of early First
Nations Australians, and their
continuity and change over
time.
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Activity: Key words

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Vincent Lingiari story. Here are some

words to get them started.
Land rights

Native Title First Nations peoples Strike

Ask students to write what they think is the meaning of each word (including unfamiliar words). They will
swap definitions with a partner and ask them to add to or change the definition. Check these against the
dictionary definition.

Further Investigation
e What is advocacy? Ask students to give an example of when Vincent Lingiari was an advocate on
Indigenous issues.
e In Australia, people speak up for Indigenous rights in many ways, like signing petitions, joining
protests, going on strike, working in unions and taking action. What are some ways the Wave Hill
walk-off showed these strategies?

Activity: Who was Vincent Lingiari?
Students will develop a biography of Vincent Lingiari. Begin by discussing with students what a biography is.
What information is included in a biography and what does it tell us about a person? Students can use the
following questions to guide their research.

e When and where was Vincent Lingiari born?

e Who was his family?

e What was his occupation?

e How did he become a rights activist?

e What challenges did he face and how did he overcome them?

e What were his achievements?

e What is Vincent Lingiari’s legacy?

e What do you admire about him?

Further Investigation

Interview

Imagine you could sit down
and talk to Vincent Lingiari.
What questions would you
ask about his life and
achievements?

Portrait

Create a portrait of Vincent
Lingiari. Explore and
experiment with different
techniques and mediums to
produce a portrait.

Journal Entry

Imagine you are Vincent
Lingiari. Choose a moment in
your life to reflect on and
write a journal entry.
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Activity: Analysing a Source

Below is a letter to Gurindji elder and strike leader b

[ 4

Vincent Lingiari from school students to raise money to
support the Gurindji Wave Hill walk-off, 1968. (Source:
National Archives of Australia. A1734, NT1968/2509) S7 DEC e

Students will read the letter and respond to the e e

H chool, i
guestions below. 75000 wric
velfare of tho G o
hsnded over to me «s trustee so thut ) cun forward it
to yo' .

e When was the letter written?

1 su nov enclesing their cheque for $173.00.

Thi ask that o h 1d th y think
e Who wrote the letter? Who was the letter for? e S S e e
let thenm know hov you huve decided to use it «s ] am sure
they would eppreciste very much heuring from you.

e What information was included in the letter? SO it s ere
e Why did they write the letter? What was the aim Tours winceraly,

of the letter? et
e How do you think Vincent Lingiari felt as she
read the letter? Give reasons for your answer.

Mr. Vincent Lingiari,
NAVE BILL. N.T.

e Is this letter a primary or secondary source?

frivate Secretary to the
Minister for the Interior:

Explain your answer.

Porvar ded for your Minister's information

’ ('§¥E>a e

-;hvm. Huey)
Ao — rivate Secrotary
& ¢ f
/«fl»r;t:: ho . PAAA D S B,
SN, f—J*f/ st 2
Aef. £ )

Letter to Vincent Lingiari (ABC Education)

Activity: Poetry

Poetry and lyrics — feel, think and wonder

As a class, listen to Paul Kelly’s song “From Little Things, Big Things Grow”. Alternatively take it in turns to
read the song lyrics aloud.

In small groups respond to the following questions and then share your ideas with the class.
e Who are the main people and groups mentioned in the song?
e What events are being described? Why are they important?
e What emotions or messages do you think the artist wants to share?
e How does this song make you feel? Describe your emotions.
e  Why is the meaning of the song title “From Little Things, Big Things Grow”? Write a short summary.

Further investigation
e Can you think of other songs that help us understand Australian history? Make a list.
e Choose one of the following songs, or choose one of your own, and conduct further research to
find out what the song is about. Create a book of songs and background information to keep in
your school library.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_ndC07C2qw
https://www.nma.gov.au/exhibitions/from-little-things-big-things-grow/song-lyrics
https://www.abc.net.au/education/digibooks/vincent-lingiari-the-leader/101854150

Song Background

“Treaty”
By Yothu Yindi

“Took the Children Away”
By Archie Roach

“Beds Are Burning”
By Midnight Oil

Activity: Visual Literacy

Aboriginal land rights was an issue that Gough Whitlam tackled while he was Prime Minister. On August
16, 1975, Gough Whitlam returned traditional lands in the Northern Territory to the Gurindji people. This
brought an end to their long struggle to reclaim their traditional country. The ceremony to officially hand
back the land to the Gurindji people took place on August 16, 1975, at Daguragu. Whitlam made a short
speech before taking some sand and pouring it into the hands of Vincent Lingiari, the leader of the protest
movement.

Show students the image of Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam pouring soil into the hand of traditional
landowner Vincent Lingiari. Hold a class discussion,
responding to the following questions.

e What is happening in this photo?

e Why is this photograph symbolic? Consider
that it is a reminder that all Australians
share the same land and the same hopes.

e How does this image make you feel?
Describe your emotions.

Learn more about land rights by watching BTN’s Mabo Day and Native Title stories.

Examine further images -

ABC News
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https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/mabo-day/13900674
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/native-title/103930272
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-27/nt-freedom-day-march-56th-anniversary-wave-hill-walk-off/101379052
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-08-26/wave-hill-walk-off-anniversary/101368742
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/wave-hill-walk-off

Useful Websites

e Vincent Lingiari the Leader — ABC Education

e Native Title — BTN

e Wave Hill Walk-Off — National Museum Australia

o  Wave Hill Walk-Off (classroom resource) — National Museum Australia

e What’s special about Wave Hill? (learning module) — National Museum Australia
e This Day Tonight: Two years after the 1966 Wave Hill walk-off — ABC Education

©ABC 2026


https://www.abc.net.au/education/digibooks/vincent-lingiari-the-leader/101854150
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/native-title/103930272
https://www.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/resources/wave-hill-walk-off
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/defining-moments/wave-hill-walk-off?_gl=1*cjdvki*_ga*NTg2OTAyNjk2LjE3NTI0Nzc5Nzc.*_ga_0S2D2GXTZP*czE3NTQ0NTY4OTMkbzQkZzAkdDE3NTQ0NTY4OTMkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://digital-classroom.nma.gov.au/learning-modules/landforms-and-landscapes-defining-moments/11-whats-special-about-wave-hill
https://www.abc.net.au/education/this-day-tonight-two-years-after-the-1966-wave-hill-walk-off/13942244

