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Asbestos

By Nicole Angus i
Recently, local resident Dom Rankin signed a
cheque for $30,000 for the remova] of asbestos
- from his home.

*'Had Mr Rankin beesi living in the ACT he would
not have pdid &cent for the very same job.

A furore in the ACT in 1988, over the use of loose
asbestos for-insulation in around 1,300 houses,
led to a determination by the, then controlling
Federal Government to fuIIy [#nd the removal of
. +the dangerous fibre. =

Since then, the formation of the ACT Govern-
ment has zesulted in dual contributions from both
the ACT and Federal Governments.

Mr Rankin has been lobbying furiously over the
past six months in an attempt fo secure some
compensation from either the Federal or NSW
Government for the removal of asbestos insula—
tion from the roof of his Jindabyne house. But his
enquires have been passed from one department
1o another.

Mr Rankin has written Jetters to State Member for
Monaro Peter Cochran, the Department of
Health, Housing and Community Services, Fed-
eral Member for Eden/Monaro Jim Snow and
Minister for Arts, Sport, Tourism and Territories,
Ros Kelly.

Mr Snow recently issued a statement calling on
the NSW Government to finance "the urgent re—
moval of asbestos from district homes".

Mr Snow said: "The ACT then under Federal
contro), recognised that their own health inspec—
tors passed the use of the material. It is time NSW
recognised the material was also permitied under
NSW repulations.
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removal

costs local
family $30 000

js not the fault of homeowners that the sub—:
stance was passed as safe. The traditionis that the
Government responsible for the administering
authonly takes respons:b:lny for approval
given," Mr Snow said. .
Mr Rankin said he wants someone to take re—
sponsibility.
"As far as gelling any sausfacuon from the poli-
ticians, I may as well be hitting my head against
a brick wall, they have just passed the buck from
one 10 another,” Mr Rankin said. T

““The stuff doesn’t 3
lose its toxicity 5
when it crosses

the ACT border’’

“When you read in the papers the waste the gov—
emnmentcan ron up . . . forexample the exorbitant
“cost of refurbishing Wal Murray’s office, or the
$400 million of tax payer’s money, the govern—
ment is going to spend to try to attract the Olym-—~
pic games 10 Sydney, when there is no guarantee
that it will come here . . . well that’s an awful lot
of houses which could be cleaned [have the as—
bestos removed]. So they can’t stuff down my
neck that they ase short of cash," he said.
Mr Rankia’s attention was first drawn to the
problems of asbestos, by the publicity which
surrounded the asbestos problems in the ACT. As
Mr Rarkin’s house had been busilt in the early 70s
(around the time asbestos was being used for
housing insulation in the area), he became suspi-
cious, and decided to have his home analysed.
Continued on page 2

* Flood Relief Appeal update



s A% Asues aai WAL phadt, -
72 of the video telephone is just around
yrmer, and with it comes telephone hon-

rding lorarﬁc]e in Tuwday’s S;dqt;lx_r& |
ing Herl. , by the end of next

public meeting,

yearthe K those venues, Ifthe sites are available, = = 12 PuClic meetifig to,
telephonie will have "started selling’in | ~ the steering committee will make *; "T?ﬁ"pmpogjg g;atsh i :xaef I:l:eu.)gf:;; was
able mumby e GSoo ) T gements to inspect thefi, .~ Fuudl s detail,-and this
inston Tan, principal engineer of inte— ([~ The steering commiltee has alsobe: "?l""ﬁséxﬁd be'done after the proposal was
communication services-at Telecom’s ::,m,se,,mmga theme for the proposed | . more solid. A

th laboratories in Melbousne, said the
deo phones would be on the market by
1of this year.

deo phone enables you to see a moving
image of your caller,

ling to the article, Australia will be

ssesrva e LDULILLY, dlld & sleermg
commiltee was formed at a recent = history of the area.

Mr Robertson said when a soore firm
“ oproposalihad been developed the
I stap s L0 eleerine'Go; ittee would once again
-/ Iquiring g5, 1o the 2 mabmtyfof‘w%ﬂ%%ﬁéﬁfﬁbgﬂg&ﬁubﬁc

The steering committee has notéed
three possible venues and is Cui'_l:gitly

According to Mr Robertson one
recommendation was a broad
transport theme, which would Jook at
local transport from the Aboriginal
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The group also intends to join the
Museums Association of Australia,
which is a non-govemnment body
which aids.local museums in
planning and conservation matters.
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to my family’s health,"
he said.

"But I am not only con-
cerned about my own
case, there are a Jot of
other people who are
worried out of their
minds," he sajd.

After finding his home
was insulated with as—
bestos, Mr Rankin has
had the air monitored
several times to ensure
there was no danger.
Before having the as-
bestos removed, the

cheapest, cleanest
most reliable energy
1 the mountains.

Asbestos conc

Dom Rankin with his very
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tradesmen who would
perform electrical work
or plumbing work on
houses which contained
asbestos.

Mr Williams was one of
the early lobbyists for
government contribu-
tions, when the extent of
the asbestos problem
was first discovered in
Canberra.

He said removal of as-
bestos from a house can
cost between $30,000
and $60,000 due 10 the

finda‘bc and the Mountains
N 7 DAYS 8am - Tpm

BORALGAS

Snowline Gas Supplies
Cnr Kosciusko & Thredbo Rds!
Jindabyne 56 2099

The Monster Raffle,
McDuff Appeal, will
8pm at the Monaro
advertised,

g e o ° W

Raffle draw
date change

organised for the Melody
be drawn this Saturday at
Hotel, not August 10 as -

Tickets are still on sale and can be purchased for
$2 from Monaro Hotel and Monaro Electricity.

erns for locals

expensive, ashestos-free roof

S

levelled at the cost and
efficiency of the ACT
asbestos removal exer—
cise.

Dr McKenry also
pointed the finger at the
NSW government for
failing to act on the as—
bestos issue in that state,
"The real issue, as I see
i, is the dereliction of
duty in relation to
Queanbeyan - where
they have not even con-
ducted a survey to iden—
tify affected homes,
much less sealed them to
ensure they are safe to
live in on an interim ba—
sis, " he said.

As Mr Rankin pointed
out: "This stuff doesp’t
lose its

toxicity when it crosses,
the ACT border."

* What is asbestos? See
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H&B RFW: )a 10 March 1993
File EV3

The Hon. R A Phillips MP
NSW Minister tor Health
State Parliament
Macqguarie Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Sir
SUBJECT ASBESTOS INSULATILON MATERIAL

Council at its Meeting ot 3 March 1993 considered a report
in relation to asbestos insulation in housing and resolved
to refer several guestions to vyou tor claritication ot
Council’s Policy in this regard.

Queanbevan has a unigue location adjacent to Canberra in
which City there operates an asbestos removal policy
initiated by the Commonwealth Government and now jolntly
tunded by the Commonwealth and ACT Governments.

In 1989 the Commonwealth Government invited Council to join
its asbestos identification {(and later removal) programme.
This was referred to the NSW Health Department for adwvice.
Council resolved to not avail itseltr of this inspection
service and to continue to refer samples of suspected
asbestos ftor identification and advice to NSW Health
bDepartment Kegional Ortrice at Goulburn.

Subsequent reports to Council resulted in policy Number
12/032 "Asbestos lnsulation in Buildings®”, a copy ot which
is attached. This policy accepts that asbestos may be
considered sate if left undisturbed, but is based on the
assumption that there will be no necessity to enter the
rootspace or to disturb the asbestos wmaterial.

Council was i1nstrumental in calling a NSW Health Regional
Taskforce on Asbestos Insulation which met once only on 28
August 1989. One recommendation ot this Tasktorce was that
“the Uepartments ot Health, Local Government and the
WorkCover Authority he requested to liaise and formulate
policy and procedure regarding asbestos insulation in
residential premises.”



Members of Council would be grateful for a copy of any State
policy which exists in this regard and for your comments on
Council’'s existing policy.

A2
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There are several points which need to be considered in
relation to asbestos insulation in buildings.

1.

Contamination ot a living environment with asbestos
tibres is hazardous to health and the risk is dose
related.

To minimise this risk in houses insulated with
asbestos materials, the following preventive
measures are recommended. (a) Containment of
loose asbestos insulation material by effective and
durable sealing. or (b) Total removal of loose
asbestos insulation material by licensed
contractor.

Complete removal of asbestos tibres is not
achievable.

Any demolition, building, electrical or plumbing
work must be carried out by a qualified contractor.

(Points 1,2,3 and 4 from letter dated 29 January
1993 from Dr Peter Hlavacek, Medical Otticer of
Health and Director, Public Health Unit, S E
Region, NSW Health Department.)

There 1s no legislation under current WorkCover
control which covers any removal ot asbestos trom
domestic dwellings.

Asbhestos does not present any significant health
risk whilst acting as a static insulation medium in
a domestic ceiling area.

If the owner does wish to remove any ashestos
material from his dwelling then compliance with the
current WorkCover legislation is mandatory. In
this respect the use of a licensed asbestos
removalist is required.

Any alterations to a building or structure
containing asbestos shall have the ashestos removed

by a licensed asbestos removalist prior to
construction activities commencing.

{Points 5,6,7, and 8 trom letter dated 2 September
1991 trom Peter Goodhew, Scientitic Advisor, NSW
WorkCover Authority.)

The gquestions which'Council refers to you as Minister for
Health are as follows. 1 would be grateful for replies to
these questions as quickly as possible as the longterm
health and shortterm concern of Queanbeyan residents are
involved.



Did the Housing Commission use asbestos insulation
in ceilings?

How many ashestos contaminated houses have ceiling
mounted hot water services?

Will private expert asbestos removers still be in
business when the time comes to demolish these
houses or do major roof repairs in dwellings with
ashbestos insulation?

R |



4. Will people still be conscious of the danger of
asbestos when tollowing generations use these
houses and the use of new asbestos has been long
discontinued?

5. Will innocent buyers of contaminated houses have
legal redress against the vendor?

6. Who will police the use of warnings signs at
ceiling entry points?

7. Will electricians and plumbers be willing or
advised to repair hot water systems or electrical
wiring in ceilings without special clothing and
breathing apparatus?

8. As it is logical that safe servicing, maintenance
and replacement of equipment located in roofspace
would require extra expenses, who would pay? Will
there be a public subsidy?

9. As the use of asbestos was approved by state
authorities is it not logical that the state
government not local government accept
responsibility for formulating a long term
protection policy and paying for its
implementation?

Yours faithfully

HUGH A RCY
CITY MANAGER/TOWN CLERK

Attach.

Copies to: The Regional Director The Hon. P Cochran MP
N8W Health Department Member of Monaro
Locked Bay No 11 PO Box 716

GOULBURN NSW 2580 QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620



H&B RFW:)a 10 March 1993
File EV 3

The Hon P Cochran MP
Member for Monaro

PO Box 716

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

Dear Sir
SUBJECT ASBESTOS INSULATION MATERIAL

Council has on previous occasions drawn to your attention
the plight of NSW residents who have, or suspect the
presence of asbestos insulation in their homes.

Council considered a report on this matter at its Meeting of
3 March 1993. It was rescolved to retain the present policy
and to ask the NSW Minister for Health for answers to
questions related to lLongterm safety of occupants, repairers
and demolishers of asbestos contaminated buildings.

A copy of the letter to the Minister is attached. Council
seeks your support to obtain answers to these gquestions and
to reach conclusion in relation to a State Policy on
asbestos insulation in buildings.

Yours taithfully

HUGH A cYy
CITY MANAGER/TOWN CLERK

Attach.



PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES Electorate Office
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Karabar Shopping Mall

Queanbeyan, NSW 2620
MEMBER FOR MONARQ P.O. Box 716

Queanbeyan, NSW 2620
Tel: (06) 299 4899
Fax: {06) 297 9998

30 April 1993 My Ref:93-0005(5)
Yours:H&B RFW:ja (EV 3)

Mr Hugh Percy, General Manager
Queanbeyan City Council

PO Box 90

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

Dear Hugh

I write in reply to your letter of 10 March 1993 regarding
your correspondence to the NSW Minister for Health in relation
to asbetos.

You would be well aware that this matter has been raised on
numerous occasions in the past by individuals and other
organisations claiming that the New South Wales Government
should undertake similar action to that of the ACT Government
(and formerly the Federal Government) in removing the asbestos
from effected Canberra properties.

The present, and previous, New South Wales Governments have
denied responsibility for this process and I would therefore
suggest that any further pursuit of the matter would not prove
fruitful.

Scientific evidence presented to the Department of Housing and
made public through the media the last time this matter was
raised suggested that the levels of likely asbestos infection
were negligible and that in effect the likelihood of
contamination from asbestos in a home which had been insulated
with the substance was less likely to occur than that of
travelling along a dusty road.

I am therefore not able to support your request on this

occasion,
Yours sincerely a:Ef?JJ. RN VQHRHN&\ RSoW
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COMRUNTY SERVCES
TR CCES M/93/02236
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Mr HA Percy .
Town Clerk [/ me e 4 MAY 1943
Queanbeyan City Council A B '
257 Crawford Street L | ACONSITARTCH SOPCES
QUEANBEYAN 2620 Poomy |
VOChvENTS .
Dear Mr Percy BEKEESE ‘..‘.*119

FIER. JeNT A0 003
| refer to your letter concerning loose asbestos roof insulation in Queanbeyan.

As you are aware the NSW Health Department in 1989 opted for a policy of
containment of loose asbestos insulation in houses in Queanbeyan. Subsequently
residents of Queanbeyan were invited, through advertisements in the local press, to
submit samples of roof insulation for analysis. To date only seven residences have
been identified as containing loose asbestos.

The NSW Health Department agrees with the eight points made in your letter
regarding asbestos insulation in buildings.

The nine questions which you pose in relation to the health and safety and legal
aspects of this issue are more appropriately addressed to the Departments of
Housing and the Workcover Authority. Accordingly | have forwarded a copy of your
letter to my colleagues the Hon R Webster MLC, Minister for Planning and Minister
for Housing and the Hon J Hannaford MLC, Attorney-General and Minister for
Industrial Relations.

The major responsibility of the NSW Health Department is to determine the
magnitude of the health risk posed by loose asbestos insulation. The Department
will conduct some careful air and dust monitoring of houses in Queanbeyan with
asbestos insulation in the roof space. It would be irresponsible of me or the
Government to embark on an expensive programme of removal if no health benefit
could be demonstrated. The current policy of containment will be re-appraised in
the light of these results.

| appreciate the reasons which prompted you to raise this matter and trust that this
information clarifies the situation.

Yours sincerely

Pt alv Wr’

The Hon Ron Phillips MP
Minister for Health

73 Miller Street North Sydney NSW 2060 Locked Mail Bag 961 North Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 30t 8388 Facsimile (02} 957 2145
Printed on Recycled Paper
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Dear Mr Percy

I refer to your letter regarding asbestos insulation material in housing at Queanbeyan as it
relates to Department of Housing dwellings.

The Department has carried out initial investigations into its housing stock in Queanbeyan.
While there has been no evidence to support the presence of asbestos insulation in its
dwellings, the matter is being pursued.

The general question of asbestos insulation removal from housing stock will probably be
dependent on the N.S.W. Health Department’s findings of air and dust monitoring. The
containment of asbestos insulation may be an appropriate measure if monitoring identifies
lower fibre levels in dust and air in living environments.

In regard to the questions posed in your letter a number of responses can be offered by the
Department as follows:-

Question 1

No Departmental records indicate use of asbestos insulation in ceilings of its housing stock.
A five year programme of stock assessment is being developed for a state-wide asset
management database to include insulation type.

Question 2 .

N/A

THE NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT
Putting people first by managing better




Question 3

Given the heightened awareness of the problems with asbestos, registered asbestos removal
businesses will most likely be active for many years to come as their demand will increase
with the growing incidence of the material being detected.

Questions 4 to 9

To date, the Department has not encountered the use of asbestos insulation in any of its
dwellings. Consequently, the need to consider the matters raised in these questions has never
arisen.

Overall, the questions posed relate generally to the formulation and implementation of a
policy for asbestos containment, removal and responsibility. The role of the Department is
not to create such a policy but rather to contribute by commenting on a proposed policy.

I appreciate the concerns that prompted your letter and trust the above information is of
assistance.

Yours sincerely

Wefito

Robert Webster MLC
Minister for Planning
and Minister for Housing

H 9574
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Hon. Kerry Chikarovski, MP

Minister for Industrial Relations and Employment
Minister for the Status of Women
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Dear Mr Percy ﬂmmfs

I refer to your correspondence concerning asbestos insulation in housing
addressed to my colleague, the Minister for Health, the Hon R A Phillips MP.
As some of the matters raised in your letter fall within my administration the
Minister has referred your letter to me for consideration and reply.

At the outset, I would point out that the WorkCover Authority which falls
within my administrative is only responsible for activities related to
occupational health and safety, workers compensation and rehabilitation.

I have arranged for the questions raised in your letter to be carefully considered
in the light of the above responsibilities and the following information has been
provided by WorkCover for the respective questions you have posed:

3. Currently, there are more than 120 contractors licensed by WorkCover
and it is anticipated that asbestos removal contractors will continue to
operate while there is asbestos to be removed.

4. Public awareness of the health and safety risks associated with
asbestos-based products is increasing, not decreasing. WorkCover
will continue to disseminate information on the health and safety risks
of asbestos-based products as long as these products are being used (as
in brake pads) or are present in buildings (commercial and domestic).

Nmf—wﬂ MM
RY S 3 wond



-

7. Information is readily available on the need for appropriate precautions
to be taken by persons carrying out maintenance work in areas where
asbestos-based products are found and considerable publicity has been
generated relating to asbestos and its harmful effects. In this context I
have enclosed a copy of some information on the topic produced by
WorkCover. In addition, the Regulations under the Construction
Safety Act contain extensive provisions designed to provide protection
for workers engaged in asbestos removal or who come into contact
with asbestos.

9. It is incorrect to say that the use of asbestos-based products was
“approved” by government authorities. As the harmful effects of
asbestos became known, immediate and extensive action was taken by
government authorities to ban its use and to draw the attention of the
public to the dangers posed by exposure to asbestos.

As outlined above, I have provided responses to the matters you have raised
which primarily fall within my administration. This together with the
information provided by my colleagues should assist your Council's
appreciation of the situation with respect to the premises concerned in
Queanbeyan.

Yours sincerely

Hon (Mrs) Kerry Chikarovski, MP

Minister for Industrial Relations and Employment
Minister for the Status of Women
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HEALTH & BUILDING SERVICES DIVISION’S REPORT TO MEETING OF COUNCIL
ON WEDNESD N 1903 e cnasesiaees 3

‘JBJECT . INFORMATION ON SERVICES PROVIDED (Continued)

1.3 ASBESTOS INSULATION IN BUILDINGS
(FileEV 3).

SUMMARY

Council at its Meeting of 3 March 1993 (page 54) considered a report on asbestos insulation in
housing and resolved to confirm its present policy number 12/032. It was also resolved to
write to the Minister for Health asking about the longterm effects of asbestos fibres in the
housing environment and calling for action in relation to identificadon and gontamination or
removal of asbestos in houses of Queanbeyan. '

COMMENTS

Replies have been received from The Hon. Ron Phillips MP, Minister for Health, and from
The Hon. Peter Cochran MP, Member for Monaro.

The Minister for Health states in part:

"As you are aware the NSW Health Department in 1989 opted for a policy of containment
of loose asbestos insulation in houses in Queanbeyan. Subsequently residents of
Queanbeyan were invited, through advertisements in the local press, to submit samples of
roof insulation for analysis. To date only seven residences have been identified as
containing loose asbestos.

"The NSW Health Department agrees with the eight points made in your letter regarding
asbestos insulation in buildings.

“The major responsibility of the NSW Health Department is to determine the magnitude
of the health risk posed by loose asbestos insulation. The Department will conduct some
careful air and dust monitoring of houses in Queanbeyan with asbestos insulation in- the
roof space. It would be irresponsible of me or the Government to embark on an expensive
programme of removal if no health benefit could be demonstrated. The current policy of
containment will be reappraised in the light of these results.”

The Member for Monaro states in part:

"You would be well aware that this matter has been raised on numerous occasions in the
past by individuals and other organisations claiming that the New South Wales
Government should undertake similar action to that of the ACT Government (and
formerly the Federal Government) in removing the asbestos ‘rom effected Canberra
properties.

"The present, and previous, New South Wales Governments have denied responsibility for
this process and I would therefore suggest that any further pursuiz of the matter would not
prove fruitful.

"Scientific evidence presented to the Department of Housing and made public through the
media the last time this matter was raised suggested that the levels of likely asbestos
infection were negligible and that in effect the likelihood of coniamination from asbestos
in a home which had been insulated with the substance was less hkely to occur than that
of travelling along a dusty road.”

HITC MIUL & MBS
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HEALTH & BUILDING SERVICES DIVISION'S REPORT TO MEETING OF COUNCIL

MM DAY ? mLY iﬂgl """"""""""""" terzrrasiries S TITRTITREERE NN T FEEN T e 4
.oUBJECT : INFORMATION ON SERVICES PROVIDED (Continued)

COMMENTS (Continued) £y =,

The nine questions posed by Council to the Minister for Health “in relation to the health and
safety and legal aspects of this issue are more appropriately addressed to the Department of
Housing and the WorkCover Authority. Accordingly I have forwarded a copy of your letter to
my colleagues The Hon. R Webster MLC, Minister for Planning and Minister for Housing and
The Hon J Hannaford MLC, Attorney-General and Minister for Industrial Relations."

The Minister for Housing states in part:

"The Department has carried out initial investigations into its housing stock in
Queanbeyan. While there has been no evidence to support the presence of asbestos
insulation in its dwellings, the matter is being pursued.

"The general question of asbestos insulation removal from housing stock will probably be
dependent on the NSW Health Department’s findings of air and dust monitoring. The
containment of asbestos insulation may be an appropriate measure if monitoring identifies
lower fibre levels in dust and air in living environments.

"No Departmental records indicate use of asbestos insulation in ceilings of its housing
stock. A five year programme of stock assessment is being developed for a state-wide
asset management database to include insulation type.

"Given the heightened awareness of the problems with asbestos, registered asbestos
removal businesses will most likely be active for many years to comne as their demand will
increase with the growing incidence of the material being detected.

“To date, the Department has not encountered the use of asbestos insulation in any of its
dwellings."

The Hon. Kerry Chikarovski MP, Minister for Industrial Relations and Employment has
replied on behalf of the WorkCover Authority. She states in part:

AT the WorkCover Authority .......... is only responsible for activities related to
occupational health and safety, workers compensatioff,and rehabilitation.”

"Currently, there are more that 120 contractors licensed by WorkCover and it is
anticipated that asbestos removal contractors will continue to operate while there is
asbestos to be removed.

“Public awareness of the health and safety risks associated with asdestos-based products is
increasing, not decreasing. WorkCover will continue to disseni:nate information on the
health and safety risks of asbestos-based products as long as these products are being used
(as in brake pads) or are present in buildings (commercial and dorestic).

“Information is readily available on the necd for appropriate precautions to be taken by
persons carrying out maintenance work in areas where asbestos-~ased products are found
and considerable publicity has been generated relating to asbestos and its harmfui effects.
In this context [ have enclosed a copy of some information or the topic produced by
WorkCover. In addition, the Repulations under the Construciion Safety Act contain
extensive provisions dgsigned to provide protection for workers engaged in asbestos
removil or who come into contact with asbestos.

RTC-HJUL/H&EBMEETINGS
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"It is incorrect to say that the use of asbestos-based products was "approved" by
govemnment authorities. As the harmful effects of asbestos became known, immediate and
extensive action was taken by government authorities to ban its use and to draw the
attention of the public to the dangers posed by exposure to asbestos."

These replies go part way 1o addressing Council’s concemns and confirm Council’s policy and
direction in relation to identification containment and removal of asbestos insulation in

buildings,
1.4 HEALTH AND BUILDING SURVEYORS’ A NNUAL CONFERENCE
(File HS16)

The 1993 Annual State Conference for Health and Building Surveyors is to be at Manly
Sydney from 23 to 27 August 1993, Agenda items include

* fire safety

* housing - AMCORD and the Global Village
* quality assurance

* environment management biodiversity

* toxic substances, land contamination, land d adation, and altemnative uses
* total catchment management

* animal control

N development control dispute resolutj
* public health challenges - risks, prémotion, food nutrition, community health
* training and employment

* tour of CSIRO Experimenta)Building Station.

Aldermen, directors of other divisiop€ of Council and health and buildin g surveyors are invited
10 attend. For the first time lasf year an alderman of this Council attended this Annual
Conference and was impresseg-by agenda quality and diversity of subject.. Registration fee
for non members is $440 plMs accommodation and meals, an estimated maximum of $1200
each additional person. e

Itis intended that twg6f Council’s health and building surveyors attend this years conference.

Council may choose 1o consider sending one or two elected members as additional delegates.

LI

RTC-ULALE ML N
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File EVT/0206/003

Mr J Snow
Member for Eden Monaro
PO Box 232
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

Dear Sir

SUBJECT ASBESTOS INSULATION IN BUILDINGS

During the 1960s and 19708 a private contractor in the
Queanbeyan Canberra area insulated private homes by
pumping loose ashestos fibres into roofspaces. This
practise was discontinued before 1980.

It has since been recognised that asbestos fibres
present a danger to health and Council has been working
closely with the South Eastern Public Health Unit of
the NSW Health Department on a program of wvoluntary
identification of insulation materials in roofspaces of
houses. Seven homes have been identified as containing
asbestos material,

There has been no survey of houses built before 1980 in
Queanbeyan to determine the extent of asbhestos
insulation used in roofspaces. Based on approximately
1.5% of Canberra homes found to contain asbestos, there
is an estimated 60 homes in Queanbeyan which are
effected in this way.

Removal of asbestos from homes in Canberra has been
undertaken by the Commonwealth Government which
accepted responsibility for this task. Since formation
of the ACT Government, the Commonwealth has shared the
costs of this removal.

Because of the extent of the problem in Queanbevyan as a
one-off New South Wales entity effected in the same way
as the residents of Canberra, and because of costs
involved in removal and the precedence already set by
the Commonwealth Government in funding of ACT asbestos
removal, it 1s requested that consideration be given by
the Commonwealth Government to fund removal of ashestos
insulation in the same way as it assisted effected home
owners of Canherra.

Yours faithfully

HUGH A RCY
GENERAL MANAGER

8 February 1994
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OFFICE OF JIM SNOW, M.P.
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR EDEN-MONARO
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LAk
Mr Hugh Percy Fr g
General Manager S

Queanbeyan City Council

PO Box 90 val. 2024-1007
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2600 e j.
Dear Mr Percy

Thank you for your letter of 8 February 1994 concerning the removal of asbestos
insulation from homes in Queanbeyan.

| have written to the Hon Brian Howe MP, Minister for Housing, Local Government
and Community Services and the Hon Graham Richardson, Minister for Health
concerning the matter and will let you know as soon as | receive a reply.

Yours sincerely

L

JIM SNOW
Federal Member for Eden-Monaro

(JS:LC) “

— RECYCLED PAPER
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

GPO Box 9848 DEPARTMENT OF

Canberra ACT 2601 HEALTH, HOUSING,

Telephone: (06) 289 1555 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
. MM VI

Telex: 61209 Fax: (06) 281 6946 COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Electorate Secretary to

Mr J.H. Snow MP k-6 APR 1994

PO Box 232
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

The Hon B.L. Howe MP, has asked me to thank Mr Snow for his
personal representations of 18 February 1994, cn behalf of the
Queanbeyan City Council concerning the removal of asbestos
insulation in Queanbeyan.

As the matter raised comes under the portfolio
responsibilities of the New South Wales Minister for Housing,
The Hon R.J. Webster MLC, I have passed your letter to his

office for consideration. f“*‘“ﬁ;;g‘””"‘zsﬁaﬁt
CITY R A 26
GL ) TEAN CLIF X
o—e L“"\-’{"‘-'-—U- COMMIRTY EZRACES
ENGINGTR & WRVIDES
Gail Campbell - _—
Ministerial ILiaison Officer e CIST]
74 HEATH QUILONG
SERVICES '
Senior Adviser to PLARNING, PARKS
The Hon R.J. Webster MLC ‘gmi"mm
Minister for Housing 083 <
Level 12, Westfield Towers 'MEISZ, &_15 1931
100 William Street
DARLINGHURST NSW 2010 FILENo. | N ~

Referred for consideration and appropriate action.

Crmn

Gail Campbell
Ministerial Liaison Officer

N ket RET
\$ el ¢



=i - mrm e
B i Dt : FEds 3 tisr bt L R LT ! A= = i T === 3 s i
N, Sa e eGSR IR R ARSI B
il . Ty '.. e BTE 1 B b | . g1k J

H&B RY¥W:ja

File: EVT/0206/003

Senior Adviser to

The Hon R J Websteyr LILC
Minister for Housing
Level 12 VWestfield Towers
100 William Street
DARLINGHURST NSW 2010

Dear Sir/ladam

SUBJECT ASBESTOS INSULATION IN BUILDINGS

Council hy letter dated & Febiruary 1994 wrote to HMr IJ
Ynow HMembrr for Fden Monare in relation to ashestos
insulation in lhuildings vho has forvarded Council’'s

letter to you for consideration and appropriate action.

Council’s concern is that buildings within its area
containing asbestos r1oof insulation material are not
provided with the same benefits as private residences
in Canberra which were found to contain this material.

In recent times the Commonwealth of Rustralis in
conjunation with the ACT Government has funded removal
of asbestos insulation within the ACT but this
financial henefit does not extend Lo other parts of
BRustralia.

Investigation has found that similar insulation exists

in houses in Queanbeyan and perhaps also in Goulburn,

Yass and Wagga. The extent is unknown but based on

Canberra figures of approximately 1.5% of heomes buillt
o

before 1980 there are relatively low numbers of
buildings involved.

Council and the residents of Queanbeyal afs a&dLioneoyg
concerned at the inequities which edizs, Tht =oon !
burden on residents of Queanbeyan, wnd U il

and psychological issuzs involved.

Tt would he appreciated 1f this could le atddreased @
matter uf.urgency and Council advised of the Jocision
of the Commonwealth government to fund ramaval of

ashbestos insulation to those affected Lomes i the same

way as the government assisted with asbestos removal
those homeowners of Canherra.

Yours faithfulry



WA e
. '}"." Pt
L n'Monaro
PO Box 232 Vg :
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620 gy~
Ky HTrLe, ._:_;':,,]‘_-_‘.s- IR 1 l:,:.ﬂm‘,wﬁ!',l:.i: ?._nli*:.;n-
: SR L5, i

.
20 S -
g

|
-.‘*-'




15 JoN 0%k

MINISTER FOR HEALTH

M/94/3687

03 JuN 1994

Mr J H Snow MP

Federal Member for Eden-Monaro
P O Box 232

QUEANBEYAN 2620

Dear Mr Snow

| refer to your representations on behalf of Queanbeyan City Council concerning
removal of asbestos insulation from homes in Queanbeyan.

The matters raised have been noted and | will carefully examine the position.
I shall be in touch with you again as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely oL S

| 3L e
: !‘h';‘-.’.‘- aAS A
B
The Hen Ron Phillips MP ?X!‘ﬁ?{{”‘“"
Minister for Health .

e 2, T o EINTIREE

73 Miller Strest North Sydney NSW 2060 Locked Mail Bag 961 Narth Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 391 98886 Facsimile (02) 957 2145
Printed on Recycled Paper



MINISTER FOR PLANNING

AND
MINISTER FOR HOUSING
Leves 12 Westfield Tower YOUR REF:
100 William Street
DARLINGHURST, Sydney 2010 OUR REF:
JA/740
Phone: (02) 368 2666 o e g
Fax: (02) 368 2688 h-. T Thn _}J ACTION BY
- 1 8 MAY 1994
A w & TVICES
| s  ADNSTRATION
. X ¢HENTHE VL DIRD
Mr R F Whitworth R
Director TH—
Health & Building Services | Veecarovsomoes
or SOPY 3
Hugh A Percy iR P
General Manager | TAT 824 2357
Queanbeyan City Counci
257 Crawford Street weho | V] SE.Q_GE"OZ"

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2650

Dear Mr Whitworth

Thank you for your letter regarding the Councils' concerns in relation to
asbestos insulation in buildings.

As this matter falls within the portfolio of the Hon Ron Phillips MP, Minister
for Health, I have forwarded your letter to him for consideration and reply
direct.

Yours sincerely

Weil

Robert ] Webster MLC N et \Ri::: -
ober ebster -
Minister for Planning ﬁ-—j\‘ 3 L

and Minister for Housing.
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ITEM NUMBER : 13

SUBJECT :  ASBESTOS INSULATION IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM
1995/96

REFERENCE : EV?’

AUTHOR : TH(%lPSON/CARR

SUMMARY

This report summaries the inspections conducted by Council officers for the asbestos
insulation identification program in Queanbeyan for 1995/96.

COMMENT

Council at its Meeting of 1 June 1994 resolved (Minute 563) on the issue of asbestos
insulation in Queanbeyan homes:

L. to pursue an equitable solution to the asbestos roof insulation issue by
involving local governments, state government, federal government and the
owners of affected homes.

2. to determine the extent of asbestos roof insulation in Queanbeyan homes by
distributing a leaflet to all relevant households, in rate notices, to solicitors,
real estate agents and the like advising of Council’s asbestos identification
service and inviting home owners to contact Council to determine if their
premises are involved in future negotiations attempting to resolve this issue,
and seeking suggestions to reach an equitable solution.

3. that owners of homes identified as having asbestos roof insulation be kept
informed in writing of the above action. .
4. that after more accurate determination of the extent of asbestos roof insulation
in Queanbeyan homes, Council coordinate a private meeting of affected home
owners to examine alternatives and to seek government support, and that
Council be represented by the Mayor Clr F J Pangallo, Clr Harry Hesse, the

Director of Environmental Services, and the Manager of Environmental
Services.

Council’s Environmental Services section has completed Parts 2 and 3 of Council’s resolution
of 1 June 1994 meeting.

Asbestos insulation in buildings has become a sensitive issue to the residents of Queanbeyan.
A private contractor in the Queanbeyan/Canberra areas was known to have insulated private
homes by pumping loose asbestos fibres into roof spaces during this 1960’s and 1970’s. This

practice was discontinued in 1980 and no record of the number of houses insulated with
asbestos was kept.

RTC-17APR/EVS-MEET
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIVISION’S REPORT TO MEETING OF COUNCIL ON

WEDNESDAY 17 APRIL1996.............. i s R e b abiiman s 48
SUBJECT :  ASBESTOS INSULATION IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

1995/96 (Continued)

There has been no previous study of the number of houses in Queanbeyan with asbestos
insulation used in roofspaces. Although, based on approximately 1.5% of Canberra homes

found to contain loose asbestos, there could be up to 60 homes in Queanbeyan which are
effected in this way.

The Asbestos Identification Program of 1995/96 aimed to determine the extent of roof
asbestos insulation in Queanbeyan homes. A total of 5 000 letters were sent to owners of
homes built before 1980 advising them of Council’s identification service. A leaflet was also
distributed in 1995 rates notices to all owners in Queanbeyan.

Council officers participating in the asbestos identification then received Department of
Health training in asbestos sampling and identification. ~Council supplied appropriate
protiective equipment together with a health assessment check of each individual officer in
accordance with Occupational Health & Safety and Department of Health requirements. The
health assessment determined any previous respiratory health problems of the Council officer
and provided a baseline health assessment for any future complications due to exposure to
asbestos dust particles.

There was a significant response from Queanbeyan residents to the letter and leaflets
distributed.  Approximately 400 telephone calls were received and 322 requested initial
inspections. The remaining 78 residents made enquiries only. A register of inspection
appointments was then prepared to arrange a suitable inspection time to complete all
requested inspections.

Council officers completed 272 roof inspections on homes in Queanbeyan. The lower
number of inspections completed was due to residents reconsidering the inspection of their
home at the time of inspection. Of the 272 roof samples collected and sent to Department of
Health for analysis only two were positively identified as asbestos insulation while 2
unknown roof insulation materials have been forwarded to Goulburn WorkCover for further
identification. These are unlikely to be asbestos material.

The owners of the two homes identified as containing asbestos insulation were then informed
by letter and advised of methods of containment so that insulation is isolated from living areas
and any trades or service people who may be required to work at the property are aware of the
problem. Council also advises the local Fire Brigade and Telstra of any positive samples for
Occupational Health & Safety measures when attending these premises. Owners which
submitted samples which werc not asbestos have or will be informed by letter and notified
that no further action needs to be taken.

Therefore, the Asbestos Identification Program results together with asbestos testing of
Queanbeyan homes over the past 6 years has given a total of 9 homes containing asbestos
insulation. This sampling pool supports that 1% (60 homes) of houses in Queanbeyan may
contain asbestos insulation. However the sensitive nature and perceived stigma of having
asbestos in one’s home may have deterrred some people from using the service. In addition
some people may just "not want to know" if they do have a problem.

Council will continue with the NSW Department of Health to provide the identification

scrvice and welcomes any requests for inspection and sample collection on household
premises.

RTC-17APR/ASVS-MEET
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SUBJECT :  ASBESTOS INSULATION IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM
1995/96 (Continued)

Having completed the identification program Council should now look at Parts 1 and 4 of the
June 1994 resolution. Before pursing an equitable solution to the issue it is considered that a
private meeting with the affected owners and representatives of Council should be called to
come up with some future options. It is suggested that this meeting take place Wednesday 22
May 1995 commencing in the Uriarra Room at 6.00pm.

As the original taskforce member, Mr Harry Hesse, is no longer an clected representative
Council may like to select another Councillor to attend the meeting with the Mayor,

The results and recommended future action will be reported back to Council after the private
meeting.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

The NSW Department of Health has conducted a study which shows that providing occupiers
of houses containing asbestos insulation follow their isolation guidelines there are unlikely to
be any long term health effects on occupiers. However, the asbestos is still in situ and
accidents such as storms or fires, reconstruction work and ultimately the demolition of the
house all have the potential to cause an environmental hazard if the asbestos remains.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Costs for removal of asbestos have been estimated to be between $10 000 - $60 000 per
house. Presently this cost would be borne by the owner. This and other issues will be
discussed a the meeting with effected residents.

CONCLUSION

The asbestos identification program conducted by Council has given all affected owners in
Queanbeyan an opportunity to take advantage of Council’s free identification service. The

results support the fact that there are probably at least 60 homes in Queanbeyan with asbestos
insulation.

As this issue is highly sensitive and may have both social and financial implications for
owners it is suggested that the affected owners meet confidentially with Council
representatives to examine future options for dealing with the problem. A’report should be
brought back to Council on the results of this meeting,

RECOMMENDATION

1. That results of the Asbestos Insulation Identification Program detailed in this
report be received for information,

2. That in light of these results Council coordinate a private meeting on Wednesday
22 May 1996 to be attended by the affected home owners, the Mayor CIr F
Pangallo, another nominated Cir (in absence of Clr H Hesse), the Director of
Environmental Services, the Manager of Environmental Services, and the
Asbestos Identification Program Coordinator, to examine future options for
dealing with asbestos insulation in homes.

RTC-17APRAIVS-MEET
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The Hon Dr Andrew Refshauge

Deputy Premier

Minister for Health & Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs

Level 11

73 Miller Street

NORTH SYDNEY NSW 2060

Dear Deputy Premer & Minister,

Assistance for the Removal of Loose Ashestos Insulation Material

I'am writing this letter on behalf of residents in Queanbeyan who own homes containing loose
asbestos insulation material in an effort to arrange a meeting with you to discuss this issue.

This action was prompted by the gross inequities experienced by Queanbeyan residents when
compared to home owners in Canberra less than 10km away where over 1,000 homes had
asbestos material removed at no cost to the owners. Funding was jointly provided by the
Federal and Territory Governments with $99.8 million being expended overall.

Council further considered the issue in late 1996 and felt that the reluctance of the Federal and
State Governments to contribute to a removal program may have been prompted by the fact that
the costs involved had not been quantified.

As such Council carried out an asbestos identification program whereby letters were sent to
every owner of a home built prior to 1980 asking if they would like to use Council’s
identification service to find out if they had loose asbestos insulation in their roof space.

Council collected and analysed 272 samples. Of these only two samples were positive. When
these are added to the seven homes identified prior to beginning the program a total of nine
homes in Queanbeyan have been confirmed as containing loose asbestos insulation material.

Council subsequently called a meeting of the affected home owners to discuss the results of the
identification program. At that meeting the home owners agreed the following:

¢ that as the Territory and Federal Governments had paid for removal in the ACT
then the Federal and NSW State Governments should also be called on to fund a
removal program for the houses in Queanbeyan,

e that the appropriate ministries to approach are the State and Federal Departments
of Health



* that copies of any submissions go to the Minister responsible for State
Emergency Services because of the potential for emergency workers such as fire
brigade and SES personnel to be exposed to the insulation material in the event of
a fire or roofing being lost

e that Council seek indicative prices from licensed asbestos removalists for
removal of insulation from the Queanbeyan homes involved

s that the group appoint two members to act as representatives if representations to
the Minister are required.

Council asked |1 removalists to submit indicative prices for removal of asbestos from the nine
homes identified as containing asbestos insulating material.  Two of these supplied quotes
based on a specification prepared by Council. The indicative prices were both in the vicinity
of $330,000 or around $35,000 per home.

On the basis of the above information it appears that if all stakeholders (i.e. Federal
Government, State Government and owners) were prepared to contribute some funds to a
removal program then these nine homes could be cleared of asbestos insulation.

As such [ am seeking a meeting with you or your representatives to discuss the possibility of
determining some way to assist the owners of the affected properties. I urge you to give your
serious consideration to resolving this issue as apart from the very real health issues involved
(both public health and that of the occupants), and the obvious inequalities between ACT and
NSW residents, the problem imposes a significant economic and psychological burden on the
affected owners. I would appreciate if you could contact me as soon as possible to finalise
arrangements for a meeting with you or your representative.

Yours sincerely

/

CR FRANK J PANGALLO MBE
MAYOR
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

13" July, 1998
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The Hon Robert Debus

Minister for Energy

Minister for Tourism, Minister for Corrective
Services, Minister for Emergency Services
and Minister Assisting the Premier on the Arts

Level 19

Roden Cutler House

24 Campbell Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Minister,

Assistance for the Removal of Loose Asbestos Insulation Material

I am writing this letter on behalf of residents in Queanbeyan who own homes containing loose
asbestos insulation material in an effort to arrange a meeting with you to discuss this issue.

This action was prompted by the gross inequities experienced by Queanbeyan residents when
compared to home owners in Canberra less than 10km away where over 1,000 homes had
asbestos material removed at no cost to the owners. Funding was jointly provided by the
Federal and Territory Governments with $99.8 million being expended overall.

Council further considered the issue in late 1996 and felt that the reluctance of the Federal and
State Governments to contribute to a removal program may have been prompted by the fact that
the costs involved had not been quantified.

As such Council carried out an asbestos identification program whereby letters were sent to
every owner of a home built prior to 1980 asking if they would like to use Council’s
identification service to find out if they had loose asbestos insulation in their roof space.

Council collected and analysed 272 samples. Of these only two samples were positive. When
these are added to the seven homes identified prior to beginning the program a total of nine
homes in Queanbeyan have been confirmed as containing loose asbestos insulation material.

Council subsequently called a meeting of the affected home owners to discuss the results of the
identification program. At that meeting the home owners agreed the following:

¢ that as the Territory and Federal Governments had paid for removal in the ACT
then the Federal and NSW State Governments should also be called on to fund a
rernoval program for the houses in Queanbeyan.

¢ that the appropriate ministries to approach are the State and Federal Departments
of Health



e that copies of any submissions go to the Minister responsible for State
Emergency Services because of the potential for emergency workers such as fire
brigade and SES personnel to be exposed to the insulation material in the event of
a fire or roofing being lost

e that Council seek indicative prices from licensed asbestos removalists for
removal of insulation from the Queanbeyan homes involved

» that the group appoint two members to act as representatives if representations to
the Minister are required.

Council asked 11 removalists to submit indicative prices for removal of asbestos from the nine
homes identified as containing asbestos insulating material.  Two of these supplied quotes
based on a specification prepared by Council. The indicative prices were both in the vicinity
of $330,000 or around $35,000 per home.

On the basis of the above information it appears that if all stakeholders (i.e. Federal
Government, State Government and owners) were prepared to contribute some funds to a
removal program then these nine homes could be cleared of asbestos insulation.

As such I am seeking a meeting with you or your representatives to discuss the possibility of
determining some way to assist the owners of the affected properties. I urge you to give your
serious consideration to resolving this issue as apart from the very real health issues involved
(both public health and that of the occupants), and the obvious inequalities between ACT and
NSW residents, the problem imposes a significant economic and psychological burden on the
affected owners. I would appreciate if you could contact me as soon as possible to finalise
arrangements for a meeting with you or your representative.

Yours sincerely

4

CR FRANK J PANGALILO MBE
MAYOR
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

13" July, 1998
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NEW SOUTH WALES

DEPUTY PREMIER,
MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND
MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

29 July 1998

CR. Frank J Pangallo MBE
Mayor

Queanbeyan City Council
PO Box 90

Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Dear Mr Pangello

I write to thank you for your request to meet with Dr Andrew Refshauge, the Deputy
Premier, Minister for Health and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, to discuss assistance
for the removal of loose asbestos insulation material.

Unfortunately, due to a heavy schedule Dr Refshauge is unable to meet with you.
As the minister is unable to meet with you he has referred your request to the
Department of Health. A representative from the Department of Health wiil contact
your office to arrange a mutual meeting time.

The Deputy Premier has asked me to convey his appreciation of your request and

his regrets at being unable to meet with you.

Yours sincerely

il Lors

Janet Collins
PRIVATE SECRETARY

73 Mitler Streel North Sydney NSW 2060 LMB 961 North Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 9391 9888 Facsimile (02) 9957 2145
Email nswhealth @doh.health.nsw.gov.au
www health.nsw.gov.au



MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES

Cr F.J. Pangallo MBE

Mayor =
Queanbeyan City Council v EL -3 AUG 1999
PO Box 90 '

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620 5028

t;; CD(‘REC:('OQ \Al\\\Laotun _

File
Dear Councillor Panagallo Numser| £V @06/ 0[7-02
/

| refer to your letter of 13 July concerning the proposed asbestos insulation removal
program within the Queanbeyan Council area.

At this issue is of relevance to the Department of Heaith | have taken liberty of referring
your correspondence to the Deputy Premier, the Hon. Andrew Refshauge MP, who is also
the Minister for Health, for his attention and response to you direct.

Yours sincerely

’ /‘-. -
v L7 L \& \@ h@
Bob Debus
s
Level 19, Roden Cutler House, 24 Campbell Street, SYDNEY 2000 Postal; GPO Box 31, SYDNEY 2001

Phone: ((12) 9289 1444 Fax: (02) 9281 1115
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DEPUTY PREMIER, ‘
MINISTER FOR HEALTH AND

MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Councillor Frank J Pangallo MBE %’L‘d-&o

MO8/4370

Mayor L

Queanbeyan City Council (’QM

PO Box 90 42— 7o

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620 ﬂ—aﬁ*ﬂ
La —

Dear Councillor Pangallo

| refer to your letter to the Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon Robert Debus
MP, concerning removal of loose asbestos roof insulation from private homes in
Queanbeyan.

| am advised that a study conducted by the South Eastern NSW Public Health Unit
in 1993 concluded that the health risk to residents and the public was insignificant,
provided the insulation material was not disturbed.

While there may be some risk to emergency services personnel in the event of fire,
or other activity which disturbs roof material, | am advised that this risk has been
minimised by the emergency services’ knowledge of the affected dwellings.

Removal of asbestos from private homes is ordinarily a cost borne by the
homeowner. | therefore share your concern that the action of the ACT and
Commonwealth governments in funding asbestos removal in the ACT has created
an inequity in treatment between the citizens of the ACT and of NSW.

| appreciate your concerns in raising these matters and | have requested the
Southern Area Health Service Public Health Unit to contact your office to arrange a
meeting to discuss further the issues raised in your letter. The Southern NSW
Public Health Unit Environmental Health Officer, Mr Warren Matthews, will contact
your office to arrange the meeting. He can be contacted on (02) 4827 3428,

Yours sincerely

RECEIV
QUEANBEYAN CIT

Letier 6 d 6 4

No. i
T2
Andrew Refshauge MP .
Deputy Premier R¥N
Minister for Health EVT 2
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs \\ 0200 \r S e

ol
73 Miller Street North Sydney NSW 2060 LMB 961 North Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 9331 9888 Facsimile (02) 9957 2145

Email nswhealth @ doh.health.nsw.gov.au
www health.nsw.gov.au
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The Hon Dr Michael Wooldridge MP

Federal Minister for Health and Family Services
Suite MG 48

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Minister,

Assistance for the Removal of Loose Ashestos Insulation Material

I am writing this letter on behalf of residents in Queanbeyan who own homes containing loose
asbestos insulation material in an effort to arrange a meeting with you to discuss this issue.

This action was prompted by the gross inequities experienced by Queanbeyan residents when
compared to home owners in Canberra less than 10km away where over 1,000 homes had
asbestos material removed at no cost to the owners. Funding was jointly provided by the
Federal and Territory Governments with $99.8 million being expended overall.

Council further considered the issue in late 1996 and felt that the reluctance of the Federal and
State Governments to contribute to a removal program may have been prompted by the fact that
the costs involved had not been quantified.

As such Council carried out an asbestos identification program whereby letters were sent to
every owner of a home built prior to 1980 asking if they would like to use Council’s
identification service to find out if they had loose asbestos insulation in their roof space.

Council collected and analysed 272 samples. Of these only two samples were positive. When
these are added to the seven homes identified prior to beginning the program a total of nine
homes in Queanbeyan have been confirmed as containing loose asbestos insulation material.

Council subsequently called a meeting of the affected home owners to discuss the results of the
identification program. At that meeting the home owners agreed the following:

* that as the Territory and Federal Governments had paid for removal in the ACT
then the Federal and NSW State Governments should also be called on to fund a
removal program for the houses in Queanbeyan.

o that the appropriate ministries to approach are the State and Federal Departments
of Health



b

* that copies of any submissions go to the Minister responsible for State
Emergency Services because of the potential for emergency workers such as fire
brigade and SES personnel! to be exposed to the insulation material in the event of
a fire or roofing being lost

¢ that Council seek indicative prices from licensed asbestos removalists for
removal of insulation from the Queanbeyan homes involved

¢ that the group appoint two members to act as representatives if representations to
the Minister are required.

Council asked 11 removalists to submit indicative prices for removal of asbestos from the nine
homes identified as containing asbestos insulating material.  Two of these supplied quotes
based on a specification prepared by Council. The indicative prices were both in the vicinity
of $330,000 or around $35,000 per home.

On the basis of the above information it appears that if all stakeholders (i.e. Federal
Government, State Government and owners) were prepared to contribute some funds to a
removal program then these nine homes could be cleared of asbestos insulation.

As such I am seeking a meeting with you or your representatives to discuss the possibility of
determining some way to assist the owners of the affected properties. I urge you to give your
serious consideration to resolving this issue as apart from the very real health issues involved
{both public health and that of the occupants), and the obvious inequalities between ACT and
NSW residents, the problem imposes a significant economic and psychological burden on the
affected owners. I would appreciate if you could contact me as soon as possible to finalise
arrangements for a meeting with you or your representative.

Yours sincerely

CR FRANK J PANGALLO MBE
MAYOR
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

16™ November, 1998
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12 March 1999

The Hon Dr Michael Wooldridge MP
Federal Minister for Health and Family Services
Suite MG 48

Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Minister,
: UE ! ] ’ A

Council refers to the attached letter addressing the issue of assistance for funding the removal
of loose asbestos insulation material from Queanbeyan homes.

In this letter Council has indicated concerns for public health and inequalites in the
community on this particular issue. A number of residents have since contacted Council
concemning the outcome of Council’s recent approaches to you for a meeting on funding
assistance. To date, neither acknowledgment or an answer to the letter has been received.

On behalf of Queanbeyan residents with asbestos affected properties Council would
appreciate a reply. Council believes the issue could be progressed by arranging a face to face
meeting with you or your representative.

Should you have any further enquiries please contact Daryl Carr of Council’s Environmental
Services on (02) 62980268.

Yours faithfully

/

CR FRANK J PANGALLO MBE
MAYOR
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P.0. BOX 90 el MAYOR'S ROOM
QUEANBEYAN, 2620 JAE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AR 253 CRAWFORD STREET

Telephone: 6298 0223
QUEANBEYAN, N.S.W, 2620

Modbile: 0418 633 383
REFERENCENUMBER ... LY o-MIT:dwe
WHEN REPLYING PLEASE QUOTE NUMBER
File SF000084
22 February 2000
The Hon John Howard MP
Prime Minister
Parliament House - -

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Prime Minister

Council has for many years been seeking support from the Federal and NSW State
Governments-b obtain assistance for the removal of loose asbestos insulation material from
nine homes in Queanbeyan.

I am writing this letter on behalf of residents in Queanbeyan who own homes containing
loose asbestos insulation material in an effort to receive some positive feedback from yourself
or from one of Ministers.

To date both Federal and State ministers have been contacted in regard to this issue as
detailed in the attached Asbestos Funding Precis. The response from your Health Minister
has been far from positive. Despite forwarding two requests (see attached copies) no reply
has been received nor does it appear that the request has been passed on to any other
departments. Council is therefore seeking your personal assistance to acknowledge and take
action on its request.

As background to this issue, action was initially prompted by the gross inequities experienced
by Queanbeyan residents when compared to home owners in Canberra less than 10km away
where over 1000 homes had asbestos material removed at no cost to the owners. Funding
was jointly provided by the Federal and Territory Governments with $99.8 million dollars
being expended overall.



Council further considered the issue in late 1996 and felt that the reluctance of the Federal
and State Governments to contribute to a removal program may have been prompted by the
fact that the costs involved had not been quantified.

As such Council carried out an asbestos identification program whereby letters were sent to
every owner of a home built prior to 1980 asking if they would like to use Council’s
identification service to find out if they had loose asbestos insulation in their roof space.

Council collected and analysed 272 samples. Of these only two samples were positive.
When these are added to the seven homes identified prior to beginning the program a total of
nine homes in Queanbeyan have been confirmed as containing loose asbestos insulation
material.

Council subsequently called a meeting of the affected home owners to discuss the results of
the identification program. At that meeting the home owners agreed the following:

¢ that as the Territory and Federal Governments had paid for removal in the ACT then the
Federal and NSW State Govemments should also be called on to fund a removal program
for the houses in Queanbeyan

s that the appropriate ministries to approach were the State and Federal Departments of
Health

e that copies of any submissions go to the Minister responsible for State Emergency
Services because of the potential for emergency workers such as fire brigade and SES
personnel to be exposed to the insulation material in the event of a fire or roofing being
lost

¢ that Council seek indicative prices from licensed asbestos removalists for removal of
insulation from the Queanbeyan homes involved

e that the group appoint two members to act as representatives if representations to the
Minister are required.

Council asked 11 removalists to submit indicative prices for removal of asbestos from the
nine homes identified as containing asbestos insulating material. Two of these supplied
quotes based on a specification prepared by Council. The indicative prices were both in the
vicinity of $330,000 or around $35,000 per home.

On the basis of the above information it appears that if all stakeholders (ie Federal
Government, State Government and owners) were prepared to contribute some funds to a
removal program then these nine homes could be cleared of asbestos insulation, and the
current boundary inequity removed.



I urge you to give your serious consideration to resolving this issue as apart from the very real
health issues involved (both public health and that of the occupants), and the obvious
inequalities between ACT and NSW residents, the problem imposes a significant economic
and psychological burden on the effected owners.

In view of the poor response received from the Minister for Health I am seeking a meeting
with you or your representatives to discuss the possibility of determining some way to assist
the owners of the affected properties. I would appreciate if you could contact me as soon as
possible to finalise arrangements for a meeting with you or your ministerial representative.

I can be contacted on telephone number (02) 62980299.

Yours faithfully

7 long b

CR FRANK ] PANGALLO MBE
MAYOR
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

copy to Gary Nairn
Federal Member for Eden Monaro
PO Box 232
Queanbeyan NSW 2620



SENATOR THE HON BILL HEFFERNAN
Parliamentary Secretary to Cabinet
Senator for New South Wales

Parliament House Telephone: (02) 6277 3610
CANBERRA ACT 2600 Facsimile: (02) 6277 3614
Councillor Frank J Pangallo MBE QUE AEEY%&!I\TIYEC%UN i

Mayor

Queanbeyan City Council RECORDS

PO Box 90 - 7 APR 2000

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

Loon
by SFOOOO%‘{‘
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Dear Councillor nmoer| D CARR

Thank you for your letter to the Prime Minister of 22 February 2000 regarding the removal of
loose asbestos insulation material from homes in Queanbeyan. The Prime Minister has asked
me to reply on his behalf.

The Department of Health and Aged care has advised me that the removal of asbestos from
private dwellings is not a Commonwealth responsibility. Ihave been further advised that in
1993 the NSW Department of Health conducted a report on the health effects of loose
asbestos in Queanbeyan houses. The report found that rates of asbestos related cancer in
Queanbeyan did not differ from the rest of NSW and that asbestos should be removed when
alterations or extensions occur. The authors of the report stated that they did not consider that
the NSW Government was responsible for removing asbestos from private dwellings.

The provision of Commonwealth funding for the removal of asbestos from Canberra houses
arose through circumstances unique to the ACT. The Commonwealth agreed to provide
financial assistance for the removal of asbestos from Canberra houses on the basis that, at the
time the insulation procedure was in use, the Commonwealth was directly responsible for
governing the ACT.

Accordingly the Government is unable to provide the assistance requested for the removal of
asbestos from Queanbeyan homes. I have copied your letter and my response to the NSW
Minister for Health, the Hon Craig Knowles MP, as the relevant authority to deal with such a
request.

Thank you for bringing this issue to the Prime Minister’s attention.




GARY NAIRN MP PARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR EDEN-MONARO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
RECEIVED
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Cr Frank Pangallo MBE
Mayor

Queanbeyan City Council
PO Box 90

QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620

fra.»—&.
Dear Cr 'P/aggallo (/ ]

Thank you for forwarding me a copy of your letter of 22 February 2000 to the
Prime Minister seeking Commonwealth financial assistance for the removal of
loose asbestos insulation material in Queanbeyan houses.

| have requested that a copy of the Prime Minister’'s (or relevant Minister’s)
response be forwarded to me.

Yours sincerely

/[4/@// cot-ry

7/.9?/-&0

SUITE 16, CITYLINK PLAZA, 24-36 MORISSET STREET, QUEANBEY AN
Forward all mail to: PO BOX 232, QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620
TEL. (02) 6297 3952 TOLL FREE NSW 18{M) 041 539 FAX (02) 6297 5768



NEW SOUTH WALES

Ian McManus MP B AnT
Parliamentary Secr. ta?g%VED IN RECORD L0l

ueanbeyan City Coune
the Minister for Healtl TR T€ 007749

e - MOO/2740—

5 NV 20
Councillor Frank Pangallo TN R e e
Mayor e —‘r Ltt0 mp 30“‘—
Queanbeyan City Council (AUMBER = (‘ 000 *
PO Box 90 I Acnoned a NFA [] | o
QUEANBEYAN NSW 2620 ‘Comments

Dear Councillor Pangallo

| refer to your letter requesting financial assistance for the removal of loose asbestos
roof insulation from nine homes in Queanbeyan. The Minister has asked me to
respond on his behaif.

| am advised that a study conducted by the Southern NSW Public Health Unit in
1993 concluded that the health risk to residents and the public was insignificant,
provided the insulation material was not disturbed. | understand that additional
testing since this time has not revealed any significant change.

While there may be some risk to Emergency Services personnel in the event of fire,
or other activity which disturbs roof material, | am advised that this risk has been
minimised by the Emergency Services' knowledge of the affected homes.

Removal of asbestos from private homes is ordinarily a cost borne by the home
owner. The Southern NSW Public Health Unit continues to analyse roof insulation
samples and provide-advice to Council and home owners.

However, given your ongoing concerns | would like to suggest that a meeting
between yourself, the residents and representatives from Southern Area Health
Service should take place. [ would encourage you to make contact with Mr Warren
Matthews, Environmental Health Officer on 4827 3428 to arrange a time that is most
suitable to the parties concemned.

| trust this information is of assistance.

RECEIVED

Yours sincerely QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL
L MAYOR J ;
ﬂ,

5 10 0CT 2000
T e Ny

w."{"“-""‘-"ﬂ-_.. “L-E.
Action
lan McManus MP by
Parliamentary Secretary for Heaith N

Locked Mail Bag 961 North Sydney NSW 2059 Telephone (02) 9228 4425 Facsimile (02) 9228 3716
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Name

Address

Address

Dear Sir and Madam

RE: UPDATE ON ASBESTOS INSULATION IN HOUSING

This letter is to provide the owners of homes which contain loose asbestos roof insulation with
information on Council’s latest endeavours to seek some form of financial assistance from the
Federal and State Governments to remove the insulation from affected houses.

Council last met with affected owners in May 1996 and provided an update letter in January
1997. Since that time the following actions have been taken by Council.

1. A letter from the Mayor was forwarded to the Ministers shown below. The letter:
* outlined the inequities of funding being provided to the ACT and not Queanbeyan;
¢ detailed the number of premises involved and estimates of cost for removal;
e suggested that if all stakeholders (ic the Federal, State, Local government and owners)
contributed then the removal program for the nine homes involved could proceed,;
¢ requested a meeting of the respective Ministers with the Mayor and owners
representatives.

This letter went to both the Federal and State Ministers for Health and the State Minister for
Emergency Services (because of the impact on emergency workers). The following responses
were received.

e The Emergency Services Minister referred the matter to NSW Health.

o NSW Health reiterated their previous position that providing the insulation was not
disturbed they did not consider that there was any significant health risk to the
occupants of affected homes and that they provided advice on health issues, not
funding,

There was no response from the Federal Health Minister despite two requests.
¢ None of the Ministers were prepared to meet with Council or the owners.
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2. Following this unsatisfactory result the Mayor wrote to the Prime Minister in similar terms to
the above. The reply received indicated that this issue was not considered to be a
Commonwealth responsibility and that the Commonwealth’s involvement with the ACT was
because they had jurisdiction over the Territory at the time the insulation was installed. It
stated that the Commonwealth was unable to provide any assistance.

3. A copy of the Prime Minister’s response was also forwarded to NSW Health. A letter was
then received from NSW Health reiterating their position as described above.

At this point in time Council appears to have exhausted its options as far as seeking financial
assistance from the State and Federal Governments. Council acknowledges the difficulties
asbestos insulation causes in relation to maintenance of homes and the fact that the presence of
asbestos insulation greatly effects the value of affected properties.

However, there appears little more that Council can do at this point in time to assist owners.
Please continue to observe the health and safety suggestions previously recommended by the
Department of Health. Council sincerely regrets that its advocacy on behalf of affected owners
has not been successful. If in future you make a decision to arrange for private removal of the
asbestos insulation please feel free to contact Council for advice.

Yours faithfully

/4

CR FRANK PANGALLO MBE
MAYOR
QUEANBEYAN CITY COUNCIL

5 December, 2001
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Ghostly soldiers catch

Royal Show judge’s eye

By TRUDY TAYLOR

QUEANBEYAN  artist

Margarct  Hadlicld  has

been awarded secomt prize

in the Landscape section of

s year's Royal Euaster
Show in Sydney.

The landscape is the first
of a series works being
painted by Ms Hadlietd
Tollowing an cmolive visit
to Gallipoli in May last
year,

The awnrd-winning
painting is a paporamic
view of Anzac Cove with
the “ghostly’ image of twao
soldiers,

The ghosting technigue
is unigue to Ms Hadlield,
who wanied 10 partrmy nol
the horror of Gullipol, but
the humanity and respect
between  Auwstralia and
Turkey as a resubt of the
haitle.

Ms Hadficld said she

~omly realised the ghosting

Ject was successTul when
Sople viewed the
painting, but didn't notice
the emcrgence of the
figures until they  had
stared al it for some lime.

Historical
The image nf the soldicrs

carvying an
injured British soldier.

“1 chunged the image for
the painting slightly to
make the injured soldier
Australian, which helped
capture the mood [ was

aintin

yeors ago.

AWARD WINNER: This file photo shows arlist Ma
in her Gallipoli. Ms Hadlield was awarde
oyal Easler Show in Sydney for the painting.

o the Queanbeyan arca |1

painted onto nalive umber,

A torge part of Ms
She has been an anist ber  Hadfield's  business s
ealire life sclling her first painting mwrals  and

i

Irying, t¢ - creale,” Ms
Hadlicld told The Age.

Thig is not the frst lime
Ms Hadfield had entered
the Roynl Easter Show an
competition.

“I have been cntering on
and off gince | wos 19

"I follow a  more
traditional style of panting

and it is hard to win
because the prizes are
usual awarded to the

contemporary  style  of
work. Just heing hung in
the exhibition was o great
honour™

Ms Hadfield was bom in

painting a1 13 years of age

.+ an she hos nou stopped
since.

Ms Hadfield is o "natural”®
scll’ taught artist although
she admits she was larpely
influenced by her [ather
Peler Zorgdrager 3 Dutch

immigrant and “creative
genius”.

Belore the 200
Oty mpics Margaret

became very busy painting
landscapes on didgeridoos
and boomerangs for o
major Sobvenin
wholesalers,  She il
supplies these along with
her own product of binlds

trompeleeil (trick of Ihe
eye) paintings as well as
teaching an and painting 10
adults and children,

“1 am always in my
prainling clothes cven when
[ go down town, my
daughter snid 1 am known
as the paint Eady because
my clothes are always
splattered in paint.”

Touched by the
experience  of  visiting
Gallipeli, Ms Hadheld is
curmrenily working on the
second painting in the series
involving and encapsalating
the moving histery into the
rugged landscape,

Ao money for asbestos removal

QUEANBEYAN’S prablem of ashesios in
ul deast 60 homes will not be remnoved by
the NSW Government.

A spokesman for NSW Health Minisier
Moms lemma said there was no money in
the NSW health budgel to remove the
ushesios,

“There is no precedent for NSW Heatth,
or for the NSW Government, to fund the
removal of ashestos from privase homes.”

The spokesman said the NSW
Government  was  responsible  for
remaving asbestos from public buildings.
“bul that responsibility does not extend 1o
privase dwellings”.

He said the Commonwealth's decision 1o
remove Lhe asbestos from Canberra homes
was a Federal governmem decision and
did not aoblige NSW 0 do the same in
Queanbeyan.

Queanbeyan City Council has said it
could not afford to remove the material.

Mayor Frank Pangatlo said the cost
would have (o be bomne by the owners.

The Federal Government has said it was
a stalc government n:sponsibilily. but the
State Government is denyin ’;

This means that the cost of remaving Lhe
nsbestos — bétween $6¢,000 and $100,000
for cach house — will rest with home
owners.

Up to 60 homes in Queanbeyan are soid
to have the amaosite or “brown’ asbestos -
in loosc-fibre, 100 per cenl pure form —
ceiling spaces as insulation.

In both Queanbeyan and Conberra,
asbestos was pumnped into ceiling spaces
in homes as insulation during the 1960s
and 70s.

In the

1980s, the Commonweslth

Government  (which  then  had
responsihility for the ACT) funded a 5100
miflion program to remove 1he asbestos
from 1050 Canberra homes,

Queunbeyan homes were lefl out of the
program, and the asbestos remains,
Exposure Lo asbestos can cause potentially
[atal Jung scarring and cancers and is
particularly deadly in boose-fibre form.

The NSW Health Department and the
Queanbeyan City Council wene formally
told of the presence of asbestos, together
with its dangers, in 1989.

Authorilics are aware of cight homes
which have the asbestos in the ceiling
spuce, but it is eslimated there are more
than 50 others, as yet uwndiscovered,
throughout the city.

A spokesman for NSW  [ndustrinl
Relations Minister John Della Bosca said
it was a difficult situation, but not one that
was the responsibility of government.

“Govemment resources don’t streich,
and there is not 2 progmm in place o
remediate residential properties.”

Mcmber for Monoro Steve Whan no
state or federal government held o legal
responsibility 1o clear the ashestos,

He said he would raise the matter with
Mr Delln Bosca next week, “not with a
view 1o a gt of money b lo see if thers
is some we cun help, Perhaps, the solution
is the Governmenl can pursue the
companies responsible in the same [way)
we have pursued James Hardic™,

Mayor Pangallo said council had
pursued all avepues in attempting 1o
sccure federal and state government
funding.

arel Hadlield putiing the finishing louches on tha first
second prize in the Landscape section of this year's

“Knowing 1 can enler in

Show, makes me do a do”
major work each year ..

she said.

the painting | enter is
big awards, like the Easter alwny-s the best that | can

¥7

Disqualified from driving

GEORGE Kalogianis, 26, has been fined $600 on o
charge ol middle-range drink-driving 1in Queanbeyan
Local Court. Mr Kalogianis, of Weir Place, Queanbeyan,
pleaded puilty to the charge. Magistrate Paula Russell
d:\qualﬂ'u! him from driving for 12 months.

Heritage lisiting for Braldwood

BEFFORTS are underway to pul Braidwood en the NSW
Heritage Register, NSW Heritage Council stalT met
Falerang Council on Tuesday 10 claborate on the
mplications of the listing. A dmft development control
plan has been drawn up. Palerang Council has inviked
submissions which close on May 16.

§deey
Lodge
Motel

BED & BREAKFAST DAILY

(Just Breaklast alone is worlh $8 per persont)
One of Sydney’s best value motels inlown

ST

cliyg location
Oy 3 mins 10 Sydney (13
CURRENT PRICE
$73 single, $79 Double, $105 Family of 4 {1 room)
Free Under Cover arking » Oy Bues ¢ the doce + kdual jor groups bookings
AB tooen Iechde il « Colows TV « Al Conditionay + STIMDD Dinyy [l
Paone » Kachoicsie with Merowave and essentiol kinfan appllances.

Rescrvations Phone: 9328 0666

b Nere Sotdby Head B, Edgectiff 2027 Sy |

— !

Vegetarian
Cage [ Reatacnant

Dine-in or take-away
Open Tuesday-Sunday — days
& Wed-Sat - nights
BYO

Currently showlng paintings by
Lucy Keane & Barbara Macinnis

alfardable, everyday imaternity weatr

tlay viear
'.'m_lk wear
ST WeaT
autumn & winter
stock is

2LZz viear
Jeep ware
jeads viear

N7 phone &
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smari viear
Uress vioar
under wear

FACTS ON FUNERALS

“What do I say to my
grieving friend?”

IF you are giving support to a bereaved friend, don't
waorry i you can’t find the “right™ words to take away
the pain  dhere simply aren’t any, A gneving persan
needs 1o feel and cxpress the loss physically and
emotiomally  before moving on to make new
beginvings. Your friend mighe feel angry, depressed,
guilty, relieved, cmpry, low self’ esteem, Fearful,

confused, numb, yearning... even loncly

Puring this time of uphcaval, it's important to know
that you don’t need special qualifications to provide
pgenuing assistance. Just being there withour judging,
preaching or fecling uncomlortable can help your
friend come to terms with their gricl

Helping a grieving fricnd often means thae you too

Lwill share some of the pain, This takes courage and a
special type of fricndship, Your frend will want w talk,
cry, share, reminisce or cven just sit in silence with 1

you.

A good time 1o visit 2 bereaved friend is “After the
flowers have died™ that is after about a week or two
after the fiuneral. It’s also importast 10 maintain
regular conma with your friend six to eight weeks
after the death.

If you would like mare information, or would Iike to
speak to somceone please tefephone 6297 1052,

Queanbeyan
Canberra

(02) 6297 1052
(02} 6281 5300

M. H.O ROURKE - j

FUMWERAL DIRECTODARS

Wl
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A city nervous about asbestos

There may be 60 houses in Queanbeyan
with lethal insulation in their roofs, and
hobody will help the residents remove it,

writes BEN DOHERTY

HEY'RE on their own.
Queanbeyan householders
stuck with a ceiling full of
potentially deadly loose-
fibre asbestos will get no help from
government at any level.

About 60 houses in the
15,000-household city have the sub-
stance in their ceiling space,
pumped in there as cheap insu-
lation in the 1960s and '70s, when
asbestos was not the deadly fear-
monger it is today, rather an super-
material which didn’t catch fire,
didn’t get wet and was the solution
to countless building problems.

The dangers of asbestos are well
known in these post-Wittenoom,
post-James Hardie days, and in
loose-fibre form it is especially
poisonous.

But the real danger in the Quean-
beyan situation is that the vast
majority of the people who have the
substance in their ceilings don't

en know it is there.

The city council knows of eight
houses with it, but estimates that
there are probably more than 50
others in the city.

Council, the NSW and Federal
Governments have known of the
issue for nearly two decades, but
nothing has been done.

Their apathy has been described
as many things, from “masterful
inaction”to “a culpable silence’.

Representations have been made
to governments by council
representatives, local Members and
private citizens, but there has been
no funding for a clean-up or even a
survey of the problem.

This week the Queanbeyan Coun-
cil told The Canberra Times it did
not have the wherewithal to fund a
clean-up.

The Federal Government said the
problem fell under state jurisdic-
tion.

And NSW said neither its health
nor asbestos budget extended to
clearing the substance from
people's homes.

Queanbeyan homeowners who
have the stuff in their ceiling — and
many may choose not to know
because of concerns over house
values — face a bill of between

$60,000 and $100,000 to have it
removed.

Compare that with Canberra,
6km away, the only other city in the
world sharing the dubious distinc-
tion of having 100 per cent pure,
loose-fill asbestos pumped into the
roof spaces of houses.

In 1988, then Territories Minister
Gary Punch signed an asbestos-
removal prograrn which would
ultimately run five years, and cost
the Commonwealth $100 million.

But Queanbeyan houses were not
included, left out because of the
imaginary line that separates NSW
from the ACT.

ERE to from here?
Despite the attention to
the issue this week, there

appears to be no way forward for
the people of Queanbeyan who
wish to rid their homnes of the
asbestos,

Most are understandably reluc-
tant to come forward — make it
known that your house contains
asbestos and you may never be able
to sell it — but of even more
concern is the fact that many
people don't know, or don't want to
know, the asbestos is there.

Governments, local, state and
federal, have adopted a similar
attitude.

Queanbeyan and the NSW Gov-
ernment were made aware of the
situation in 1989, when the ACT
Asbestos Removal team met them
and offered to survey Queanbeyan
to find out where the asbestos was.

The offer was rejected. The survey
has never been done.

The Federal Government was the
target of a sustained letter-writing
campaign from private citizens,
industry bodies and council.

But the Commonwealth has said
its position is consistent with its
1988 decision.

While it was responsible in 1988
for the ACT (and so removed the
asbestos), over the border, any
asbestos is the jurisdiction of the
NSW Government.

A letter from the office of the
Prime Minister in 2001 points the
finger straight at the NSW Govern-

[
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THE CANBERRA PROGRAM: Mrs Frances Christie hangs cut the washing in her back yard in Pearce in 1989, practically surrounded by asbestos-removal equipment. The
roofis shrouded in plastic and in the foreground is a dust-extracting machine.

ment. “The Federal Government
does not have the jurisdiction to
deal with this matter; it is the
responsibility of the NSW Govern-
ment. We have therefore forwarded
correspondence to the NSW
Premier's Department,” it said.

But the state Government has
consistently denied any obligation
to remove the asbestos.

Secretly, it fears that if it
shoulders responsibility it will be
called on to remove the substance
— even in other less deadly forms
from thousands of houses across
the state.

A spokesman for NSW Industrial
Relations Minister John Della Bosca
told The Canberra Times this week
that he empathised with Queanbe-
van residents’ “‘difficult situation”,
but could not help.

Similarly the office of Health
Minister Morris lemma said it
would not be in a position to assist.

“There is no precedent for NSW
Health, or the NSW Government, to
fund the removal of asbestos from
private homes,” he said.

And the inaction at local govern-
ment level has been similar.

Queanbeyan Mayor Frank
Pangallo has said his council's
budget could never stretch to the
$6 million likely to be needed to
clear the city of loose-fill asbestos.
He says the council has done all it
can to attract government support.

A letter-writing campaign to vari-
ous state and federal ministers in
the early '90s and then again later in
the decade {and about to be revived
in the wake of this recent publicity)
yielded nothi;ll?.

But not of Queanbeyan's
councillors believe the city can
absolve itself of responsibility so
easily.

Councillors Tim Overall, Sue
Jarvis and Steve Stavreas told The
Canberra Times this week the coun-
cif had a duty of care to its residents
and needed to do more.

Councilior Stavreas said that, at
the very least, the council should
fund an audit of houses which stood
in the years when the asbestos was
installed, so that a register of
affected properties could be set up,
in order that conditions can be put
on the renovation or demolition
of those houses.

SERIQUS STUFF: Students at Bruce TAFE training in 1990 for a certificate course

A critical point is that neither
Queanbeyan City authorities nor
anybody else even knows the size of
the problem.

Homeowners who had the
material installed have left and
unwitting new occupants have

‘in asbestos removal, funded by contractors and the ACT Administration branch.

moved in. The contractor who
installed the material — Dirk Jan-
sen, or, as he liked to be called, Mr
Fluffy — imported the asbestos
from South Africa between 1968
and 1978, when the practice was
prohibited.
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When, in 1988, the ACT Asbestos
Removal Program was being set up,
Mr Jansen was approached and
asked to identify the properties he’'d
filled with asbestos.

According to bureaucrats running
the program, he was uncooperative,
and said he’d kept no record of
houses he'd treated.

Attempts by The Canberra Times
to find Mr Jansen in recent weeks
have proved unsuccessful and it’s
believed he no longer lives in the
ACT.

So what of the health conse-
quences for Queanbeyan residents?

Exposure to asbestos can cause
asbestosis, mesothelioma and a
host of lung diseases.

Most are fatal.

Asbestos in fixed form — that is,
locked in a solid material such as
fibro or asbestos cladding — is in
thousands of homes across Aust-
ralia.

While it is locked in it is harmless,
and the proportion of asbestos
fibres in the material is low, usually
between 5 and 15 per cent.

The asbestos in the Queanbeyan
houses is 100 per cent pure, and in
loose-fibre form, making it many
times more dangerous than fixed
asbestos.

At present, Queanbeyan residents
are not suffering asbestos-related
diseases at a rate any greater than
the rest of Australia.

But these diseases have a long lag
time — 37 years in the case of
mesothelioma, an aggressive form
of lung cancer which can be caused
by a single asbestos fibre.

It is now 37 years since Mr Fluffy
began installing asbestos in Quean-
beyan and Canberra houses.

The vice-president of the Asbes-
tos Diseases Foundation of Aust-
ralia, Bernie Banton, said this week
that the Queanbeyan situation was
frightening, and would almost cer-
tainly cause long-term health
problems for those exposed.

“No exposure to ashestos is safe,
we know that,”’ he said. “But the
Federal Government didn't spend
$100 million clearing Canberra
homes for no reason, they did it
because they recognised the health
risk. This stuff is deadly."”

Whether Queanbeyan’s popu-
lation does experience a spike in the
number of asbestos-disease victims
remains to be seen. But if it
happens, it can be expected that
government and councii assistance
would be forthcoming.

For the time being though,
they're on their own.
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© Up to 60 homes
in Queanbeyan
still contain
asbestos

By RAMA GAIND

TWO of the nine homes in Queanbeyan, which
have been identified as comtaining asbestos,
have had the loose-fill asbestos removed from
Iheir homes, This has been done at personal
cost 10 the owners,

Onc of these residents s Michael Bresnik
whur = along with las wife and three children
has bgen living in the Tour-bedroom, deuble
stewey home m Harper Close for 16 years.

In April last year, it cost him under $27,000 10
have the ashestos removed.

‘There was no government
federal - assistunce

lacal, state or

alone. They become dangerous when they dete-
riorade or are disturhed by activity such as
building or renovating.

Up 10 60 homes in Queanbeyan are sud 1o
have the amosite or hrown asbeslos in loose-
fibre, 100 per cent pure form in ceiling spaces
as insulalion.

In both Quesnbeyan and Canberra, asbestos
was pumped into ceiling  space in homes as
msulatin during the 1960s and 1970s,

Queanheyon’s problem of asbestos will not be
removed by the NSW Government.

A spokesman for NSW Health Minister
Morns Iemma said there was no money in the

k | & It’s removal had to come first, even though it

meant we had to take out another loan. 9

“I duo not hold the Queasheyan City Council
respomaible” Mr Bresmk said, = I is the st
law that is responsible ™

He said he had suspicions ibout the presence
aof ashestos.

“I had bought the house from my (ather and [
suspected it when 1 did some tiling in the
kitchen,” Mr Bresnik said. ~The mitter wis
broughi to a head when Telstra pat in b line.

I owas o costly exercise, bul with a young
fumily we couldn’t do it any earlier,

Personal cxpense

“Now that the childeen have grown up, we
[elt there was o need 10 make improvements w
lhe home. There was no poant replacing the oid
carpels with new ones, while there was
ashestos in our home, [1's removal had 10 come
first, even though it meant we had o 1ake om
another loan.

“However, now thin the asbestos has been
removed, there is i lot mose confidence. I's the
best shing we've done.”

Having worked in Ihe NSW Fire Brigade for
15 years, Mr Bresnik s;ud he was aware of the
inhierent dangers ol propertics thut contained
:Ph::slus in the event o ™t slurm. lempest or

[

Autharities have said thal malerials conlain-
ing usheslos do nowpose a health risk i they are
mainaimed m gond condition and are lelt

~ Michael Bresnik

NSW health bisdget to remove the asbesios.

A spokesperson Tor the NSW  lodustrug
Relations Minisicr John Della Bosea said the
office could aot help even thouph  he
empathised with the situion

Council discussion

Asbestos insulation in Queanbeyan homis
was (he subject of a detailed mayoral minue 1
the City Council Tust Wednesday.

Cr Fom Mavee's motion, which was unani-
mously supponied. called for @ report on how
cauncil could further support ralepayers with
toose asbestos insulation in roof cavitics.

Mayor Frank Pangallo said council had been
praaclive in lrying to resolve this issue since
the carly 1990s,

A precis of all action taken by council in rela.
tion ta this matter was presenled Lo council,

A letier dated April 30, 1993 from the then
Member for Monaro Peter Cochran 1o City
Council general manager Hugh Percy stated;

“oThe  present.  and  previous, NSW
Governments have denied responsibility for
this process and | would therefore suggest thay
any (urther purswit ol the mater would not
prove fruitful.

“Scientific  evidence  presented 10 (ke
Deparument of Hoosing awd made public
thriatgh the media the last one this matter was
riaised supgested thar the levels ol likely
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NOW CONFIDENT: Michaal Bresnik, of Queanbeyan, has paid aboul $27,000 to have
asbastos removad Iram his home.

ashestos infectivn were negligible and bat in
effect the likelibood of comamination from
ashestos in a home which had been insolated
with the suhstance was less likely o occur than
that of sravelling along a dusty road..”
Detailed statistics

In answer 10 a question from Cr Sieve
Stuvrens, Mayor Pangalte pranted out that fo-
towing an Asbestos Insulabon Idesification
Program in 19546, 5000 letters were senl to
owners of houses buill before 1980, Also
leaflets were semt out with the rales notices.
Result was that X inquiries were received,
272 premises were inspecled. samples were
taken and analysed, Only two additional prem-
ises were identified as posilive.

Total  number  of  known

houses  in

Queanbeyan was nine.

During  Jate  1980s  amd  carly 19905
Commonwentih and ACT Government agreed
10 fund removal of ashestos insulation. from all
homes. Ashestos remuwal program wis under-
txken at A Lotitd cost o just under $ 100 million,

la 1996, councl reported on findings of iden-
tilication program and met with affected own-
crs, Meeting agreed to parsue state and federal
funding for removal. It was also agreed that
indicutive cosls should he sought Irom asbestos
temovalisis 1o assist in ¢laims for funding,

During July-October 1996, information wis
sent le over 50 ushestos remoevalists requesting
calimates of costs to remove insulmion from
nae houses.

Continued Page 2
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Wedded bliss

“A BIT of give and take” is the secrel to a
long and happy married life, according 1o
Win and.Gordon Reid of Qucanbeyan,
They should know alter having been mar-
ried for 43 years! Happy memories were
cclebrated lust Thursday s they remem-
bered taking their vows at St Hilla's
Kmgomba, Al their live children were
bom in Kaloomba, with the move 10
Queanbeyan being made in 1977, The
couple has eight grandsons, Tour grand-
daughters, one great-grandson and 1wo
great-granddaeghicrs. Congraulations!

Safety meet
QUEANBEYAN Safvly House will hold
its monthly megting on Mondoy
6.55pm it Morissct House, D go along 1o
support this program as the meeting lasts
less “than onc hour. Community suppon
from Jermbomberra and Queanbeyan s
greatly needed, For detuils contact Trish
Chapman on 0424 455 423 or Consiable
Shayne Robinsen on 6278 0570,

Car exhibition

SANDRA Fisher. a Braidwood artist,
made an unusual effort by exhibiting in
‘Cxoticar’ at the Alienburg Gallery in
Braidwood. Exhibition theme was 1he cars
thal furiously me the environment, linger-
ingly, but inescapably. It featured a series
digital images and vehicle derived
ulptures that underpinned the theme.

Aboriginal art exhibition
Pialligo Estale Winery is holding a con-
temporary Absoiginal ant exhibition with
sume of the best known artists warking in
Austridia parhicipating, Artists include
Gloria Petyarre, Naata Nungarmayi, Gracie
Pwerl Morton and Ronnic Tjampitjinpa,
For further nfurmation call Pialligo
Estile Winery, on 662 6692, or call out 10
18 Kallaroo Road.

4 Weather )

Four day forecast
Sor Queanbeyan

‘Tuesday: Fineafler carly local fog with
maderate westerly winds, turning casl-
crly laer, Min: 8 Mux: 24
Wednescdny: Dry and sunny. Min; 8
Max; 22

‘Thursday: Paichy rain laer. Min: .7
Munx: 23

Friduy: Tew showers clearing, Min: 9
Max: 22 )

Trend for Saturday, Sunday and
Manday: Unscttled (hough mostly dry
with southerty winds becotning wester-

ly.

@ ... | Ghostly encounter at
. it | Riverside cemetery

2

-

T R P SR AT J ]
HISTORICAL TOUR: Queanbeyan historian Connee-Calleen conducted a tour of the CQueanbeyan
Riverside Cemeiery las! Saturday as part of Heritage Week. Connee slops to axplain the signiii-
cance of this'pagticular gravestone, to gj{]?ndlul ol children who tock part in tha tour,
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Meet the Minister
for Breakfast

LOCAL small business aperators will have
the chance to meet Minister Tor

Small Business und Regional Development,
David  Campbell, when  he  visits
Queanheyan on April 13,

Minister Camphell will he the guest
speaker at the Capinad Region BEC month-
1y networking hreakfnsl.

BEC chair Cowncillor Suc Whelan said
the BEC wus “delighted that Minister
Campbell will he here 1o meet boeal busi-
ness operators and ealk about the vilal role
that small husinesses play in the strong
NSW cconomy and how the NSW govern-
ment offers resowrces to support them,”

“We expevt bocal bustnusses to make the
most of this opportunity 10 meet Lhe
Minister und introduce him 1o the vibrant
Queanheyan  business  community,” Cr
Whelan snid.

Arts grants

QUEANBEYAN City Council has received
two grantsy [rom the Regional Ans NSW
Cuuntry Arts Supporl Program (CASP),

One gram, of $1.506, is 10 cmploy a gral-
fita artist ko helps design and paint e wall of
an amenities hlock at a new skale park.

The other grany, alse for $1,500, is to fund
breokdance workshops for local youthy
with recogmised teacher/dancer Francis
Owusu, of Kulture Break.

roudly

Funding decision made
by Greiner government

THIZ Member for Monaro
Steve Whan - said M
Forsythe had failed to men
tion that il was the Liberal
Government in NSW
unter the icadership of for-
mer Premier 'Nick Greiner
~ who made the decision
nol to fund the removal of
ushestos in private homes
in NSW.

“Mrs  Forsythe's  own
pary determined that the
State was  not  legally
responsible for the removal
of ashestos,” Mr Whan
said,

“The difficulty the State
Government Jaces is that
there are potentially mil
tions of homes in NSW t
hl.lVC some sor of ashestos
product 1 them,” he said,
“If the taxpayers of NSW
had 10 pay for removal
from all those homes we
could end up with a multi-
billion-dolar hill,

“However, Mrs Forsythe
has not said bow a coalition
Government would fund

b, ot
sl b = |

+ “Given
‘sintewide liability 1 do not

this potential State-wide
mll or even il they would
acteally fund removal of
the Queanbeyan ashestos,
Let’s foce, it wias Mrs
Forsythe's party that said
no in the first place!

“This jssuc was there for
the whole 15 ycars the
Nutiomal ~ Party  held
Manaro  and .for  some
strange reason we are only
now secing them say some-
thing abaut it

Mr Whan said he had
only recently been
informed of the -potential
extent of this problem and
he had  written to the

Premier and Ministers to.

ask il there was some way
the State could look at
helping.

the  potential
know if my approach wall
be successful, however, |
have writier ard asked the
Premicr 10 Jook at three
hings:

City. Council 10 (elcrinine
cxitctly how many houses
arg nffected and then deter-
mining if this type of par-
ticularly dangerous product
is limited only 1o our arca

* Il s restricied o this
aren censider what assis-
lanee can be provided, in
conjunclion  with  the
Queanbeyan City Council

* Investigate i any Whird
party can be pursucd 10
gain financial assistance or
compensalion o assist
homeowners with removal

ol asheslos,
“The Carr Covermment
has  led e fight  in

Australia 10 make James
Hardie pay fair cvapensa-
tion 1 people suffering
ashestos relaied diseases,
we have a gremt record of
actian on ashesies aid 1 an
know that o ene in the
State Lubor Government
takes thus problem lightly”
Mr Whan smd

Call for State government to act
on ashestos contamination

LIBERAL Puiy MLC for
Mounaroe Patricia Forsythe hos
urged the Carr Government 1o
act on the mssue of possible
ushestos  contamination  of
stune houses im Queanbeyan
and surrounding aveas.

Mrs Forsylhe said sfier 10
yeoars of the Carr
Government Lhere lad been
no sepse of urgency about this
problem.

She told Parliatent “the
Premicr had made much of hiy
actions in relalion 0 James
Hardie Industries but sfice 10
years in government he has
done nothing o identily the
extent of the problem of
asheslos conlamination aris-
ing vul of the injection ino
same houses of a pure form of

Lahor *

ashestos as ceiling insulation
in e period aficr 1968,

“Based on the number of
homes that were identilicd
with the insulation nxaterial in
the ACT during a survey af the
cnd of the 1980s, there is nea-
son o believe the number of
homes that could he contani-
miled is about 60, she said.

“The issue is clearly higger
than the local eouneil. *it is
urgent that hewses in the
Queanbeyan region e sur-
veyed again.

e Carr Labar
Governmeni must find the
money (o cnable a survey of
houses 1o comnence aned tien
to funit the pemoval of ibe
material feom tbe houses™

Asbestos - a silent killer

From Page 1

Only 1wo companies were
imerested in sabmitting esli-
maics, Coxts were estimated
1 be between $35,000 an
350,000 per howse depend-
i upon it size.

In July [998, the mayor
sent Ietters o state and ted-
el ministers of health and
CINCTEENCY Services suggest-

ing that cost should be
shared 10 assist with the
reimoval,

In lebruary 2000, a lener
wis  seml o the Prime
Mimisier, bul a response
recerved o April 3, 2000
wits that 11 was not a
Commonwealth responsibil
ty Tt reveraied Mindings of
the NSW Departmen of

* Assisling Queanhcyan
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The Queanbepan Age

The Queanbeyan Age has been advocale for the Queanbeyan districis for more than 140 years, It reaches more
than 15,000 readers every Tuesday and Friday and has been the document of record for not only
residents but for the political decision makers of NSW and Federal Pariiaments.
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™ Chronicle News

Asbestos a sticky issu¢

Council waits for report before committing fund

By Kate Filor

JUST who shouid pay to resolve
Queanbeyan’s potentially deadly
problem of loose-fibre asbestos is
the sticking point with the Quean-

beyan City Council.
Councillors Steve Stavreas, Tim
all and Sue Jarvis put a motion

“Wmeh would have committed rate-

payers to picking up two-thirds of
the cost of removing the asbestos
which was pumped into an
unknown number of Queanbeyan
ceiling spaces in the 1960s and
1970s.

The motion was defeated by five
of the councillors present — Mayor
Frank Pangallo, deputy-mayor Ann
Rocca, Kerry White, Sue~Whelan
and Tom Mavec — preferring to
wait for a report from council staff
before committing funds.

Vague estimates put the number

of homes affected by the asbestos,
which was imported to Australia by
Mr Fluffy and sold as insulation
door to door in the area, at between
60 and 70.

Cr Stavreas made an
impassioned plea for the council to
find a way to help those home-
owners affected because of the
public health implications for the
whole community.

*‘It’s our responsibility to find a
way — not to find a way out of it,”’
he said.

Cr Stavreas said the community
needed to be protected against the
possibility that the asbestos could
escape — whether through roof
damage in a freak storm or by
financially strapped home-owners
not abiding by the necessary safety
standards.

As the opposition to the motion
became apparent Cr Stavreas

appeated to councillors to look at
the spirit of the motion rather than
the detail.

**The fact remains that there is
asbestos in town and you have had
years to get State and Federal
government funding,”” he said.

‘It is a danger to the community
. Let’s stop pussy-footing around -
it’s our responsibility.*’

Councillors Stavreas, Overall,
Jarvis and Taskovski, voted for the
motion which included provision
for the coungil to ook at borrowing
the funds needed to cover the
estimated $1,080,000 needed to
remove the asbestos, and a renewed
effort to attract funding from the
state and federal government.

Mayor Frank Pangallo said
asbestos posed a serious issue for
Queanbeyan but he said he couid
not support a motion which would
commit ratepayers to picking up a

blank cheque. He said durin,
implementation of the $100 m
ACT program affe
householders were rehoused f
average six weeks whilst

homes were decontaminated.

He said nobody knew how )
properties were affected by
asbestos saying it could be
greater number than curr
estimated.

Another problem Cr Pan
raised was gaining access to h
against a home-owners will.

““The motion is ill-conceiy
he said.

Cr Tom Mavec said the Fe
Government did have some
ility since it was the Com:
wealth that licensed Mr Fluf
import the asbestos.

Counciilor Raewyn Bastion
not at the meeting.

Housing takes action to protect tenant

By Kate Filor

JUEANBEYAN’S Com-
' y Housing head,
“=Smeraich Keith. has acted to
ensure the association’s
tenants are protected from
any loose-fibre asbestos in
their ceiling spaces.

Ms Keith has identified
nine properties which need
testing for the potentially
deadly insulation.

She has written to all 69
properties owners and
tenants outlining her
actions and asking if
owners know what is in
their roofs.

-

knew it could be there.

*“This protects them and
it protects us.”’

She said the nine cur-
rently being checked by
Classic Sclutions had been
identified as the right age
and type of property.

She said if three proper-
ties were co-located one
would be checked.

She said many of the
owners of the 37 properties
Community Housing leased
had building reports which
ruled out asbestos.

““It has been very pleas-
ing that many of the real

l
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‘“‘As landlord we have a
duty-of-care towards our
tenants,”’ Ms Keith said,

““I believe we could be
held liable if asbestos. was
found and one of iour
tenants developed ﬁh

estate
responded very quickly and
positively to the call for
confirmation,”’ she said.

Ms Keith said all tenants
would be sent a
n confirming the state of their
associated illness and we property.

Queanbeyan Community Housing hea
in addressing the possibility of loose asbestos in homes.

Real estate agent and
Queanbeyan Business
Council president Ian
McNamee said it was
important his industry was
on the front foot when it

came to tackiling Quean-
beyan’s asbestos problem.
“We will be suggesting to
our vendors that they get an
asbestos report,”’ he said.

Mr McNamee said his

d Shelagh Keith has been proacti

Plcture: Mellssa 5t

business would

developing policies
relation to possible asb
contamination of propt
it dealt with - whether
were for sale or for re
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Business awards ‘
WHEN it meets next Wednesday, Queanbeyan City
Council 15 expecied 19 discuss whether it should be o
sponsor for the 2005 Queanbevan Age Excellence in
Busincss Awards,

Council deferred discussing the mater bast week
following o motion by Councillors Suc Whelan and
Tom ‘Mayec that this matter be deferred pending
further information on how the moncy had been, and
would he, expended

In 2004, council provided $5000 for the appearance
of guest spenker John Lees.

BED & BREAKFAST DAILY
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By RAMA GAIND

“AUSSIE, Aussie, Aussic, Of, Oi, Oi” are
six little words that ore resounding through
the home of Jude and Daisy Morris afler
they won a long bate 1o stay in Ausiralin,

appearing in a 2005 Fchml Government
calendar to promote pdsllwc views ol
disabifity. g
Immigration Ministér Senator Amanda
V::mlune was convinced to overurm the
The couple, who work for the Mling and allow them permanent residency
aficr strong, campaigning by the' local
A Qumn::gfrgag::l f:::'::cl‘c"ew gronied commwnity and §evéral morpolutu:mnlsvI
r

3 ! ‘Gratiiude | isour mains emation]}
i ,‘,,?y wu""’f, T s ﬁ!}:',fa“"? ?ﬂwoms isaldl 1108 beenva struggle, B ics
lgirfnti liéﬂ'ﬁé’ﬁ‘lﬁkopﬁln, 18," wan 1 q ”'nw‘:“deﬁgl 2‘%‘; o tie.n"part) of| {hi jareats
! financiall barden on taxpayers, dation/” ho

“"We ore grateful'to the mfnlmcr. We can't
. This dcc'imn‘wus made inspite of Rophin wait lo become Australign citizens!”

Jude snd Daisy Mom’s. originally from
India, have been living and working in
Auvsiralia For over L) years.

Mr Moris works as o socitl worker in
suicide prevenuon and intervention, also
does coungelling and:rome pagtorad work
wilh the church, whilc Mrs Morrm m"f&l b
Program 10:suppoit Jie-rizk cal I
NuErlunng Womdih ;nlpn A

A magord] RO tE the Quaﬂﬁ'y_glix
Counci] lnst weekindiedl ‘collitil's sugiport!
ol the family’s ‘couse by ‘agreeing  to
distribuee” petitions calling on the ‘minister |
to support their application, |
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W"'rkmg thnough
vyour grief.

One very pcqsonal way of workung through
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Council searches for ways to help
with asbestos removal from homes

A QUEANBEYAN City
Council report booking at
ways of helping local
residents with loose-fibre
askzgios in their homes is

" 410 be discussed
b A ay 18 mecling of
coungil,

Al its meeting last week,
council rejected a motion
o sel up a program for
remaoving the loose-fibre
osbestos  from  Quepn-
beyan homes.

Council voled against a
notice  of metion by
Councitlors Steve
Stavreas, Tim Cverall and
Suc Jarvis 1o set up a
subsidy progrzin  that
wouli cover two-thirds of
the residents” costs of

removing  the  deadly
malerial.

Costs questioned
Some councillors

questioned cost estimates
comained in the motion
which suggested having
the ashesios  removed
from up to &) properties
under the proposal would
cosl ahow 31 million.
Nine homes have been
identified in Queanbeyan
a8 contnining loose-fil
asbestos. Two of them
have had it removed at
their vwn cost.

It is estimated that up to
60 Queanbeyan homes
could contain the deadly
material  which  was
pumped inle homes in
Queanbeyan and
Canberra between 1968

and 1978,
The Federal
Government  funded a

program to remove the
matcrial from 1050 ACT
homes in 1988 at a cost of
S100 mullion

No moncy was provided
for a similar program in
Quecanbeyan

In a statement Cr Tom
Mavee sad council at its
April 6 mecting took the
first slep to ind how 10
best protect the
communiiics’ health

“This siep will result in
a repet from officers that
recognises all the needs,”
Cr Mavec said.

Protection

“This is the roule we
should continue down
prescriptive answers that
bind us now do no onc
any goeod in the long run,”
he said,

Cr Mavec said the
whole of the community
must he protected from
the loose ashestos that
was in the roof arca in

sume Queanbeyan
homes.

“Those who  acwally
have it necy

encouragement and
ossistance to make cenain
that it does not causc any

medical  problems  for
them or their families and
visitors.

“Fhis nceds 1o be done
taking inlo account all
available scientific
information  including
actual measurements in
their homes

Identification

“The public needs
assurance that the loose
ashestos will not lead 10 a
public hcalth problem
before  its  uhimaic
disposal, Potental
sources of contamination
need ‘1o be identified so
that praper precautions

can be  taken in
emergencics - by fire and
SES  personnel,  Tor
example.

“This takes time, and
encourngement and
incenlives  [or  home

owners (o come forward
with information about
what may lay in their
ceilings.

“The ratepayers need 1o

know that their rates are
beang spent in a way that
protects  the  general
comununily 1t o cosl
cfficient ond efficacious
manner.

“Their moncy must be
well spent on procedures
that provide real benefit,

“Thetir e dollar
should siretch 1o provide

the maximem value. In
this case, it is recognition
that Couneil did not
creaie the problem that
means  Council should
lovk clsewhere for most
of he (unds needed 1o
protect public henlth,

“This lakes time and
ncgoliations wilh other
levels of government.”

gnef is to keep'jour own journal or diary, A
journal is a safe place where you can express
your feelings openly and privately, you can
vent your feelings of pam, sorrow, sadnéss,
fear, anxicry, anger, guilt, sense  of
hopelessness, hopelessness or isolation,

teclings of panie, yearning or cmptiness are a
normal part of te gricving process, znd it is
imporeant 1o express them, “Rottling” them
up quie often only makes things worse, and
that's why a jouwrpal can help 1o case the
pressure

What do 1 write in my journal?,

s Whatever 1t 1s that you need 1o explore,
express personally and privately that you
would feel ar risk 10 do so clsewhere,

* Tt can be happy, mad, sad or glad

Vegetariasn
Cage [ Restanaset

Dine-in or take-away
Open Tuesday-Sunday ~ days
& Wed-Sat — nights

" BYO

1 who you really arc and not whao you think

* An uninhibited personat journal allows
you to be as beautiful or as ugly as you
feel,

*  There are no “shoulds” or “should nots”
n a journal it is a povate place o learn

that you should be, I0s a place to let your
thoughts roam free,

In essence, Journal writing provides you with
the opportanity 1o explore your own grief
process

(02} 6297 1052
(02) 6281 5300

Queanbeyan
Canberra

Curtently showing" paintings by
Lucy Keane & Barbara,Macinnis

M.H. 0’ ROUR'KE o

FUNERA: Bi1wEZTH

PROUIZEY AN PR |
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Classic Solutions Claus Skrzeczek says appropriate safety gear should be worn when dealing with poteniai asbestos site.

Asbestos worries

Plcture: Melissa Stlles

Calls for Federal Government intervention to safeguard community

By Kate Filor

A 22-year veteran of the asbes-
tos removal business has warned
that Federal Government inter-
vention is needed 1o stop Quean-
beyan householders from
removing and dumping the
potentially deadly material
themselves.

Classic  Solutions’ Claus
Skrzeczek said householders
with loose asbestos insulation
would be tempted to get rid of it
themselves rather than face the

high costs
removal.
Insulation was pumped into
the region's roof spaces in the
19605 and 1970s by former local
businessman Mr Fluffy who
imported it from South Africa.

Mr Skrzeczek is sure some of
the nine households identified as
having asbestos in Queanbeyan
during the Commonwealth’s
purge in the ACT duning the
early 1990s have atready bagged
the asbestos and dumped it.

of professional

Mr Skrzeczek said the cost of
professional removal was pro-
hibitive for many people and
concerns about house re-sale
values meant many did not want
to know whether their homes
were affected.

He said the money spent in
Canberra had so far proved a
good invesiment since no court
case had been brought chalieng-
ing the any government’s duty of
care,

““A pay-out would be about

$! million — that might be
about how much it would cost to
remove the stuff from ail of
Queanbeyan,”’ Mr Skrzeckek
said.

He said another part of the
impetus  for the $100 million
Federal Government’s asbestos

biitz in the 1990s was to ensure

the material was safely removed
for public health reasons.

He said bags of the loose
asbestos had been found on the
then Canberra tip face — some-

thing which had not been
repeated so far. He said some of
the Queanbeyan householders
identified during the program in
the 1990s had sold their proper-
ties at reduced prices — by
about $30,000 or $35,000.

His concern is that those
buyers then removed the asbes-
tos and sold the homes without
checks to ensure they were
asbestos free. Mr Skrzeczek has
checked 11 of 13 Queanbeyan
Community Housing propetties
and has not found any asbestos.
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ITEM NO : S3

SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE
ASBESTOS INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES

REFERENCE : SF000084

AUTHOR : THOMPSON

INTRODUCTION

At its meeting of 6 April 2005 Council resolved that a report be prepared on ways in
which Council could further assist home owners to remove loose asbestos insulation
material from roof spaces in identified homes. As Council would be aware this issue
has a long history and various attempts have been made by both Council and affected
home owners to obtain assistance for the removal. To date none of these attempts
have been successful.

This Report looks at the following issues:

Is loose asbestos insulation material a public health issue?

Is removal the best option?

How can the premises that contain this material be identified?
Who is responsible for removal?

What are the options for providing assistance for removal?

COMMENT

These are wide ranging issues and in the interest of brevity and clarity the following
parameters have been placed on this Report:

e The Report does not discuss the issue of bonded asbestos products in homes (ie
wall linings, roofing material, vinyl tiles and the like). While it is acknowledged
that bonded asbestos products can have potential health impacts if handled
incorrectly, the potential impacts of loose asbestos insulation are the issue of
immediate concern to Council. As such references to asbestos in this report relate
only to loose asbestos insulation material in the roof spaces of houses,

¢ The Report does not delve significantly into the previous actions Council has been
involved with. A Mayoral Minute considered by Council on 6 April 2005
provided a detailed summary of actions and responses carried out to date and it is
not proposed to reiterate that information here.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

Is loose asbestos insulation material a public health issue?

This is an important question for Council to consider because if it is not a public health
problem then it could be argued:- “Why should Council be involved at all?” This then
becomes a private matter that effects only the occupiers and ratepayers money should
not be used to subsidise removal when the only benefits are to the individual home
owner.

So how do you answer such a question?

Firstly, consider the technical aspects of how asbestos impacts on human health. It is
well documented that when asbestos fibres are inhaled they can cause the following
diseases in humans.

¢ Asbestosis

¢ Lung Cancer

¢ Pleural Disorders

¢ Mesothelioma

It is also well documented that in the majority of cases the likelihood of contracting
one of these conditions is related to the severity and length of exposure, the
predisposition of the individual to these diseases and other contributing factors such as
smoking.

A fair conclusion would appear to be that if a member of the public is exposed to
asbestos fibres then that person could be at risk and that the greater the exposure the
greater the risk.

But in the cases Council is aware of, asbestos is contained within the roof spaces of
houses. How then could the public come in contact with the material particularly if
the roof space is sealed off?

To date this is the position that both the Council and the NSW Department of Health
have adopted when dealing with asbestos. When a premises is identified the owners
and occupiers of the house are requested to seal up and prevent people entering the
roof space (see attachment 1 for a copy of the advice given to residents). This position
was based on testing carried out by the Department in 1993, the outcomes of which
were reiterated to Council in a letter from the Parliamentary Secretary for Health in
November 2000:
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

“a study conducted by the Southern NSW Public Health Unit in 1993
concluded that the health risk to residents and the public was insignificant,
provided the insulation material was not disturbed. I understand that
additional testing since this time has not revealed any significant change”

To date there is no evidence to suggest that such a position has not been valid with the
tests revealing that numbers of asbestos fibres in these homes are no different to an
ordinary home.

However, there are two important assumptions when adopting the above position. The
first is that the material is not disturbed. Clearly there are instances that, although
remote, could disturb materials and release them into the surrounding atmosphere.
These include fire, storm damage to the roof, burst water pipes in roof spaces and
similar unforseen events. The second assumption is that the occupants are aware that
they have asbestos. However, it is possible that some people may not realise they have
asbestos insulation and may carry out extensions or work on roofs and in roof spaces,
stirring up material and releasing it into the public domain.

It would appear the Commonwealth recognised this shortcoming in simply sealing up
roof spaces and as a result spent close to $100 million identifying and removing the
material from homes in the ACT during the early 1990’s.

Reviewing the above leads to the conclusion that although asbestos insulation can be
contained in the short term to protect occupants of the house, it is likely that in the
medium to long term the asbestos in these houses could be released into the public
domain and as such become a public health problem.

It is suggested therefore that Council recognise that loose asbestos insulation in
domestic housing is likely to become an issue of public health concern. Further, it is
suggested that the NSW Department of Health be requested to repeat the tests
previously carried out to determine if the current procedure of sealing up roof spaces is
effective in reducing the exposure of occupants to asbestos fibres.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

Is Removal the Best Option?

Regardless of whether removal is the best option, the fact is that removal is inevitable.
Whether it is done voluntarily, as part of an organised program or to reduce a hazard
caused by some damage or alteration to the building, removal will need to take place
at some time.

In the intervening period, however long that might be, it is possible to reduce the risk
by sealing off the affected space. It is also likely that some form of stabilising
compound could be developed to spray onto the surface of the material to reduce the
risk of fibres becoming airborne, however at this stage Council is not aware of any
such process being available.

In both these scenarios loose asbestos would remain for the life of the building and as
discussed above would continue to pose a public health risk. As such it would need to
be removed at some stage. There is an argument that this should be done sooner rather
than later because it is likely that the expertise involved in removal will decrease over
time as this type of material, which has been banned from use for many years,
becomes less and less common in buildings.

In the medium to long term there is a strong argument that removal of the material is
the best option.

How can the premises that contain this material be identified?

Asbestos has a unique structure that can be identified under a polarising microscope.
A small sample less than the size of matchbox is all that is required, but the sample
must be analysed by a trained eye for a positive identification usually under laboratory
conditions.

In Queanbeyan sampling has been carried out since 1989. In that time 397 samples of
insulation have been tested and nine have been returned with a positive result. Of the
samples taken 125 were bought to Council by the owner or an agent. The remainder
were the 272 samples taken by Council officers during the voluntary identification
program undertaken in 1995/96.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

All samples received by Council are recorded with their address, date taken and
contact details of the requestor. They are then forwarded onto the Public Health Unit
of the Greater Southern Area Health Service (GSAHS) in Goulburn for identification.
Analysis of samples by the GSAHS is undertaken free of charge. This service
continues to be available.

With the recent resurgence in interest on the asbestos issue Council is again receiving
requests to carry out sampling and analysis. As indicated above the analysis itself is
catered for, however actually obtaining the sample is the difficulty facing many
owners.

Council recommends that only appropriately trained and equipped persons carry out
the sampling and discourages owners from taking samples themselves. This reduces
the risk to sampler and relies on the sampler’s knowledge to prevent unnecessarily
stirring up the material and making fibres airborne. The question is, if owners and
occupiers can’t take the sample to get it to Council for testing, then who can?

Council staff that were originally trained to carry out sampling have now either left
Council’s employment or have moved to other positions. As a result if Council
wished to continue to provide a sampling service then some staff would need to
receive appropriate training. This could be arranged. The main problem would be that
if there was an influx of requests then these officers would be diverted away from their
normal duties which are also important,

Alternatively, owners and occupiers could rely on the private sector to take samples.
A brief survey of local asbestos removal contractors indicated that at least 4 would be
prepared to undertake sampling with prices ranging from $75-$105. Many of these
companies could also arrange for analysis to be undertaken at an additional cost of
around $60. However, it would be quite appropriate for the company to take the
sample and hand it over to the owner so that they could bring it into Council for
identification.

Although the cost may deter some owners from seeking private sampling it would
ensure that timely sampling could take place with a minimum of impact on Council
resources. As such it is suggested that Council ask all local asbestos removalists that
are licensed in either the ACT or NSW if they would like to be included on a list
which Council can forward to residents seeking sampling services.



SERVICES DIVISION - MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
REPORT TO MEETING OF COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY
18 MAY 2005, . 0000z0zceerssrnrareeorareneuseirusussassusssressasisstossseeresssisasassans e0s20

SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

While the above deals with the one off requests from various owners who may be
interested in having their insulation material identified it does not deal with the larger
question of whether Council should support a mandatory City wide program of
inspecting and sampling all possible affected homes.

This was the process followed in the ACT, which identified approximately 1% of
potentially affected dwellings as containing asbestos. In Queanbeyan, where a
voluntary system was put in place only 272 owners out of a potential 5000 premises
took the option of having their homes inspected and sampled. Presumably a large
portion did not require the service because they simply checked and found they had no
insulation at all. However, there is undoubtedly a proportion that contains insulation
material that was not sampled.

If a mandatory sampling regime was put in place there are two questions which need
to be answered.

1. Cost — A sampling regime could be carried out by either appropriately trained
Council officers or by a private contractor on Council’s behalf. Council’s
resources would be overloaded just in organising the administrative processes
behind such a program. Without additional staff it would be unlikely that staff
would be able to carry out the inspections in any reasonable time period and
without stopping all activities presently undertaken under in the Environmental
Health and Environmental Improvement Fund Programs in the Management Plan.

A private contractor would appear to be the only viable option to get the program
finished in a reasonable time frame. Based on preliminary queries this is likely to
be somewhere between $50 and $75 for each premises. With approximately 4600
premises requiring inspection this would be in the order of $230,000 to $345,000.
This does not include Council’s administrative costs nor any costs which the
GSAHS may wish to pass on because of the number of samples requiring
identification in such a short period of time.

Funding such a program is discussed with other funding options later in this
Report.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

2. Council’s ability to legally conduct such a survey — Council’s powers are set out in
the Local Government Act 1993. Before embarking on such a program Council
would need to ensure that it has appropriate powers that would warrant such a
program being undertaken.

While such powers are wide ranging they are severely restricted in relation to
entry to residential premises. Entry with the permission of the owner or occupier
is generally not a significant issue but if the owner does not wish Council to carry
out the inspection then entry to a residential premises can only be made with a
search warrant obtained through court which requires the reasons for entry to be
justified. Council has already struck a similar problem in gaining access to
premises for swimming pool safety inspections of indoor pools.

The question may be asked, how such a program was conducted in the ACT.
While the answer is not known at this time the fact that the ACT operate under a
leasehold system of land tenure is likely to have been an important factor.

Clearly there are important issues which need to be considered if Council wants to
pursue a mandatory inspection and sampling regime throughout the City. Even if
Council had the financial capability to do so there is still the issue of whether it can do
so legally.

As such it is suggested that a legal opinion be obtained on how Council might go
about conducting a City wide inspection and sampling program. Such an opinion
would cost in the vicinity of $2000 - $3000 to obtain. When this question has been
decided Council could then look at the ways such a program could be funded.
Alternatively, Council could determine not to pursue a City wide sampling and
inspection program and continue to rely on the voluntary sampling system presently in
place.

Who is Responsible for Removal of Asbestos Insulation Material?

This is the most vexed of all questions asked on the asbestos issue. Perhaps the best
way to start is to review the stance of the various stakeholders at this point in time.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

Federal Government — After several requests by Council for Federal funding
assistance to remove asbestos from homes a response was received by Senator the
Hon. Bill Heffernan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Cabinet) on 3 April 2000 stating:

“The Department of Health and Aged Care has advised me that the
removal of asbestos from private dwellings is not a Commonwealth
responsibility. ”

In response to the question about why Commonwealth funding was provided to ACT
homes the comment was:

“The provision of Commonwealth funding for the removal of asbestos
from Canberra housing arose through circumstances unique to the ACT.
The Commonwealth agreed to provide financial assistance for removal of
asbestos from the Canberra houses on the basis that, at the time the
insulating procedure was in use, the Commonwealth was directly
responsible for governing the ACT.”

As far as Council is aware the Federal position has not changed on this issue.

It has been argued that the Federal jurisdiction should bear some responsibility for the
situation some home owners now find themselves in on the following basis. Loose
asbestos material was imported into Australia from overseas. In the case of the
material in Queanbeyan and Canberra it appears most was imported from South
Africa. The material would have been cleared through Australian ports by the Federal
jurisdiction for use and distribution throughout the country. Although it is not
suggested that at that point in time the debilitating effects of asbestos were completely
known, it is clear that a hazardous material was allowed into the country for use in
domestic premises.

State Government — After prolonged discussions with various NSW Government
Departments the position of the State can best be described by the following excerpt
from Jan McManus MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Health who states
in his letter to Council of 5 October 2000:

“Removal of asbestos from private homes is ordinarily a cost borne by the
home owner.”

The State government does continue to provide an asbestos identification service free
of charge.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

While it has not been directly stated it would be understandable if the State and
Federal jurisdictions are unwilling to commit funds because the extent of the problem
is unknown. It has been confirmed that the material has been found in communities
outside the Canberra/Queanbeyan area although the quantities are unknown at this
stage. Similarly the exact number of homes in Queanbeyan is not known. Perhaps the
Federal and State jurisdictions feel that providing funding assistance to the known
claims may open the floodgates to other, as yet, unidentified claims.

Local Government — Council’s present position is the same as that of the State
Government ie that the risk to the health of the public and residents is minimal
provided the insulation material is not disturbed. Having said this Council has acted
as an advocate for the affected householders over many years and while both the
owners and Council have been unsuccessful to date it is clear that Counci! continues to
drive the campaign for a review of the lack of funding arrangements for removal.

Council has also suggested that funding should be on a shared basis and that
negotiations should take place for the federal, state, local and private stakeholders to
take on 25% responsibility for costs.

The Home Owner — At present the home owner bears the full responsibility for dealing
with asbestos insulation in their home. At least two of the nine known affected
premises have had the material removed at the owner’s cost. At present the sale of
homes is a case of buyer beware and Council officers are unaware of any legislation
which specifically requires a vendor to advise a purchaser that the home contains
asbestos insulation.

Similarly, if the roof was damaged or alterations to an affected building were to take
place, the cost for containing the insulation material would be borne by the home
owner.

Given the above, it is clear that at this point in time, the responsibility for the removal
of asbestos insulation from a private dwellings rests (either fairly or not) with the
home owner.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

What are the options for providing assistance for removal?

If Council accepts that the removal of asbestos insulation is an important public health
initiative then the following funding options could be considered:

The Owner Bears the Full Cost — This is the present situation. It reduces the cost on
the public purse but has the disadvantage that removal is unlikely to take place until
the owner can afford to do so. This means that the problem is likely to be around for
many years to come.

Council, the State or Federal Jurisdictions Provide a Loan for Removal — Subject to
checking legislative requirements any of these authorities could provide a loan to
affected residents. This could be over a long period and if desired could be interest
free. The availability to take up the loan could be for a short period to encourage the
work to be done in the short to medium term.

Council Bears the Full Cost — This could be done but may meet resistance from other
ratepayers who feel that public funding should not be provided for the benefit of so
few householders. It would have the advantage of removing the material quickly.

Council Shares the Cost With the Owner — This could be done on a dollar for dollar
basis or some other ratio. To encourage the work to be done quickly Council could
offer to loan part of the money as indicated above where owners are not in a position
to immediately find their portion of the funds.

State and Federal Funding Bears the Full Cost — Although this was basically the case
in the ACT all indications are that it is unlikely that State and Federal funding for the
full cost of removal will be obtained.

Owner, Council, State and Federal Share Costs — This appears to be the fairest
approach to a situation which appears to have occurred through no fault of any of the
parties involved. Funding could be on a 25% shared basis. Work could be carried out
relatively quickly, for a minimal cost to all parties removing a potential public health
risk for many years to come.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

COMMENT (Continued)

Costs associated with the owner finding alternate accommodation during the removal
process would be at the owners’ expense.

Costs for removal seem to vary considerably from $30,000 in the case of a quote to a
local owner through $35,000 to $45,000 in quotes obtained by Council in the mid
1990°s up to $100,000 per home in the Canberra removals.

However, the total cost will depend on the final number of homes affected, and until
this is determined stakeholders may be reluctant to contribute funds.

As such the costs associated with carrying out an identification program may need to
be added. Alternatively a deadline on applications for funding could be implemented
to encourage owners of potentially affected premises to come forward and have
samples taken.

Given the above it is suggested that Council consider a commitment to cover 25% of
the removal costs for asbestos from affected homes as a show of good faith and
support to affected owners and to further encourage State and Federal jurisdictions to
contribute to the removal of this potential public health problem. Council’s financial
services may wish to consider ways of distributing expenditure over several years to
reduce the impacts of such costs in the budget or alternatively examining whether a
special rate could be levied to offset costs.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

No community consultation has taken place as part of this report. If Council
determines at some stage in the future to fund some or all of the removal costs or an
identification program then this should be done through the normal Management Plan
process which gives the community an opportunity for input.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

These are discussed in the section of the report dealing with whether asbestos roof
insulation is a public health problem.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

These are discussed throughout the report. The impact depends on the direction
Council wishes to take. Any funding by Council should be open, accountable and
included in the Management Plan for consideration.

CONCLUSION

Loose asbestos insulation is likely to become a public health problem in the medium to
long term. It is also likely that unless appropriate precautions are taken, the residents
of an affected home and tradesmen working at that home will be exposed to a
significant health risk. For this reason the Department of Health’s policy of sealing up
affected roof spaces and monitoring living spaces should be adhered to in the short
term until the asbestos material can be removed.

Sampling of homes for loose asbestos insulation should be carried out by appropriately
trained private contractors selected from a panel by the resident. Sampling would be
at the resident’s cost. Residents can then bring the sample to Council where it will be
forwarded to the GSAHS for identification.

In order to determine the full extent of the problem in the City, Council should seek a
legal opinion on whether it is appropriate and legally practical to undertake a survey of
all potentially affected premises in the City. Funding of such a program to be
considered as a separate issue if Council determines this direction in the future.

In the medium to long term, the removal of loose asbestos insulation from private
homes will result in a reduced public health risk to the community. For this reason it
is in Council’s interest to support the home owner’s efforts to remove the material
from their houses.

The fatrest way to achieve this aim seems to be to share the cost of removal between
the owner, Council, State and Federal governments. This has the advantage of
ensuring that this public health issue is dealt with sooner rather than later. If Council
makes such a commitment it should be on the basis that the owner meets their own
costs associated with vacating the premises and on a fixed term basis to encourage
owners to come forward and have their premises tested so that they do not miss out.
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SUBJECT - FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council acknowledge that loose asbestos insulation in private dwellings
in Queanbeyan is a public health concern.

2. That Council write to the Greater Southern Area Health Service and

request that:

¢ They carry out further testing on the living spaces of affected properties
as they did in the mid 1990’s to determine if the policy of sealing roof
spaces has been effective in reducing the risks to occupants and
tradesmen in affected dwellings; and

o They continue to provide a free asbestos identification service where
samples of insulation material are submitted to Council.

3. That Council acknowledge that in the medium to long term that the removal
of loose asbestos insulation material from the roof spaces of private
dwellings reduces potential public health risks.

4. That Council reiterate its policy of discouraging home owners from taking
samples of insulating material. That as an alternative Council will provide a
list of private sampling contractors to residents who require a sample to be
taken at their own cost. That this list to be developed through expressions
of interest from local contractors interested in providing a sampling service.

3. That Council obtain a legal opinion on whether a City wide sampling and
identification program for loose asbestos insulation material is within
Council’s scope of powers and if so, the legal practicalities in carrying out
such a program.

6. That Council make no commitment to a City wide sampling and
identification program for loose asbestos insulation material at this time.

7.  That Council make an in principle commitment to fund 25% of the removal
costs of loose asbestos insulation material from private dwellings in
Queanbeyan subject to:

e A similar amount of funding being provided by the Owner, State and
Federal Governments on an equal share basis;

¢ This commitment having a fixed time span which is yet to be decided;
and
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

RECOMMENDATION (Continued)

e The owner covering all incidental costs such as alternative
accommodation and the like not associated directly with the removal
process.

8. That subject to Council approving Recommendation 7 above
representations be made to the Prime Minister, NSW State Premier and the
local Federal and State Members for funding on an equal share basis (25%
from owner, Council, State and Federal) to remove loose asbestos insulation
material from private homes within Queanbeyan.

9. That Council seek the support of “H Division” in making the above
mentioned representations.
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SUBJECT : FUTURE ACTIONS RELATING TO LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION IN ROOF SPACES (Continued)

ATTACHMENT 1 —~ Advice Given to Residents

GUIDELINES
CONTAINMENT OF LOOSE ASBESTOS
ROOF _INSULATION

The inhalation of asbestos fibres is hazardous to health, and the risk is dose
related. Asbestos related diseases such as Mesothelioma, Asbestosis and lung
cancer generally have long latency periods (ie period between exposure and
contracting the disease can exceed 30 years). Persons with re-existing
conditions such as diminished lung function and smokers are at a higher risk.

In 1993 a survey of homes insulated with loose asbestos ceiling insulation revealed that
the asbestos fibres did not tend to escape into the living areas of the dwelling, provided
the dwelling was structurally sound with intact ceilings.

1 -
To minimise this risk to the‘aocupants of houses insulated with loose asbestos, the
following measures are recommended:

A, Removal of Ioose asbeslos insulation material, by a contractor holding a current
Asbestos Removal Contractor's License issued by WorkCover Authority; * OR

B. Containment of loocse asbestos insulation material by effective and durable
sealing

* Note - complete removal of all asbestos fibres is not achievable.

If containment of loose asbestos is considered, the following matters must be
addressed:

1. All manholes should be sealed and signs erected indicating the presence of
asbesfos;

2. All cracks in walls and ceilings should be sealed to prevent entry of asbestos
fibres info the living areas;

3 Any wall or ceiling vents should be sealed, and any exhaust fans which
discharge into the roof space should be disconnected and sealed;

4. Any electrical, plumbing or other work in the roof space must be carried out by
a qualified coniractor, using approved personal and respiratory protection

equipment, and observing safe working practices prescribed by WorkCover
Authority;

5. No demolition, alteration or construction work shall be carried out until the
asbestos has been removed by a contractor holding a current Asbestos
Removal Contractor's License issued by WorkCover Authority;

6. The local Fire Brigade and Emergency Services will be notified of all premises
which contain loose asbestos roof insulation.
[ASBESTOS]




IN the‘third in a scries of anicles by Tim
Mifsud, this article focuses on the work of
local resident Carlecn Dennington.

She will soon exhibit her works at the
Legacy Art and Craft Exhibition in the
Masonic Hall on Crawford Street on May
28,

Showing off one of the quilts svon lo he
on displuy at ol the Masonic Hall for
Legacy on May 28, Mrs Dennington
caplaincd that it takes her roughly 12
months 10 make a large bed-size quilt.
Covered in greens, blues, reds and many
other colours, this palchwork quilt is one
she says she will kecp.

“I do them for my grandchildren and
great grandchildren. But T do like 10 keep
acouple 11's justa hubby,” she said.

However, with three children, nine

Carleen’s quilt hobby

drew, this is one scrious hobby, Sourcing
matcrials’ sometimes  involves - scouring:
shops While on trips down the $ouwth coast.

She said i1 can be a bit of a thrill when
one finds o unigue picce of material that
will fit perfectly with o quilt still in pro-
duction.

Once the materials have heen gathered,
she spends many evenings. just piccing it
togcther.

Looking forward to the exhibition, she
stid, “it should be really good. There's a
Tot of talenice people exhibiting. Therc’s
going to & wide variety of different crafl-
work,”

Head on down 1o the Masonie Hall on
May 28 if you arc keen lo se¢ SOME exam-
ples of Carleen Deanington™s Quills.

Admission will be o gold coin donation

(10

No word on'
Wood'’s fate

THERE has still been no word on a release

" dite for Ausiralian heslage Douglas Wood in

Iraq,

Tkehol Potel, of Queanbeyan, who s also
\reasurer of the Australian Federation of
I1slomic Couneils, said there had been me con-
firmation of funher movements,

It was Mr Patcl who first realised that there
was a rote the federation could play in trying 1o
secure the release of a fellow countrymen and
made contact with the Wood family.

“Whilst the Australian Government has been
working very hard in trying to sccure the
release of Douglas, another group has been
working tirclessly behind the scenes to assist
in whatever way possible o ensure the safety
and yuick relense of ene of our dear country-
men,” My Pate] said-

grandchildren and six great grandchil- 10 Queanheyin Legacy.

PRIZE WINNER: Local palchworkiguiltar, Garéen|
Dannin?ion in front of her |:;rizeswir|rnlnl_gI r1u1 L. The
ggill will he hanging up at the Masonic Hall on May

No ashestos -
funds from Statel

NSW Govermment has indicoted that it was unlikely |
w match a FAnancial commitment made by
Queanbeytn City Council w pan-fund the removal of
Sose-fill asbestos from homes in Queanbeyan.

Last week, council agreed in principle, 1o fund 25
per cent of the removal costs of ashestos Irom homes
which is cstimated 1o cost hetween $35.000 and
$100,000 a house.

This was contingent upon equal contribution from
the state and federal government and home owners.

There are up to 50 homes in Queanbeyan which are
believed 1o have loose-fill asbestos.

A spukesperson for the NSW Minister for Local |
Government ‘Tony Kelly said the Queanheyan propas-
al would be looked into by the minisicr.

Howeyer, the NSW Government was already aware
of the asbestos situation in Quecanbeyan and had pre
viously stated the responsibility lay with the home
DWIICTS.

Similar scnliments have also been expressed by
NSW Health and Industrin] Relastions Minislers
Morris lemma and John Della Bosca,

The Federal Government has also denied any ’, - r i’"
responsibility for Queanbeyun homes, suying the » ! {!f { L
jurisdiction fay with NSW. : , ] ? (J‘ I <
t { , - i

el Cf ey {J_'f {C
g/ Jog

Thursday 26" May 2005 Like gas and electricity

Phobias and Older Peopie -
understanding and helping

12.30-1.30pm

Queanbeyan Uniting Church
cnr of Rutledge & Crawford Sts
For more mformaltion Leanne Craze on 6298 9250

(arers
Support,
SAHS
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...... S T (.Jcountryc'“' ay
S— i
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SERVICES ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMNO 3
THOMPSON REF: SF000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION.

INTRODUCTION

At its meeting of 15 June 2005 Council resolved “.. 1o convene a meeting with all
Real Estate firms and property management organisations in Queanbeyan in order
1o discuss ways of establishing a register of residential and commercial dwellings
that are free from dangerous loose asbestos insulation”,

This meeting was held on Thursday 4 August 2005. A copy of the minutes and the
outcomes recommended is attached to this report for Council’s perusal.

COMMENT

As can be seen from the minutes, the meeting was well attended by a cross section of
stakeholders involved in this issue. Apart from Councillors and staff this included
real estate representatives specialising in strata management, rental accommodation
and sales as well as organisations specialising in tenancy advice and community
housing.

It is important to note that the meeting concentrated on the issue of loose asbestos
insulation in residential accommeodation not on premises containing bonded asbestos
products such as asbestos cement products and sheeting.

The minutes are fairly self explanatory so it is not intended to provide additional
detail in this report. The important peints arising from the meeting could be
summarised as follows:

1. If a register were to be kept then it would have two basic uses:

* to provide information that would assist in the protection of the public
health of the community eg for Council to make informed decisions about
demolitions or building projects or where some incident arose requiring
the assistance of emergency services; or

* to provide information in the conveyancing or rental process to potential
purchasers or tenants.
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SERVICES ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMNO 3
THOMPSON REF: SF000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

COMMENT (Continued)

2. Most of the stakeholders present saw the value in the first use, but were

4.

concerned about the second use. Regardless of whether Council, the estate

agents or some other organisation maintained the register most felt that the

maintenance of a register was impractical because:

¢ There would be substantial costs in maintaining the register — not so much
in the initial placing of the property on the register, but in dealing with the
large number of enquiries from prospective purchasers or tenants who
want to know if a property is on the register.

* Whoever maintained the register would have to accept the liability for
giving out incorrect or inaccurate information. Insurance in matters
relating to asbestos is becoming increasingly difficult to obtain and most
organisations present indicated they would not be prepared to accept such
liability, nor would they expect Council to accept the liability.

* There was concern about the accuracy of the information provided. There
are several levels of reliability for such information ranging from relying
on advice from an occupant that they have no insulation, through to the
results of a pre purchase inspection to the upper end where a sample is
analysed by a laboratory. Coupled with this is the problem that samples
are usually taken from one spot in the roof and asbestos insulation could
be located elsewhere.

Given the above, the stakeholders at the meeting generally agreed that a
public register of premises that were clear of asbestos should not be
maintained. Further, it was suggested that Council continue to maintain a list
of premises where asbestos insulation had been identified for the purposes of
advising emergency services and for assessing and appropriately conditioning
applications involving development of affected premises.

The group then looked at other ways in which potential purchasers and
tenants could be advised about the potential for asbestos insulation in homes
they were buying or renting. The following suggestions were made.

* Council could include general non-specific information on all section
149 zoning certificates advising prospective purchasers that asbestos
insulation was used in housing in Queanbeyan and that they should
carry out their own investigations.
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SERVICES ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMNO 3
THOMPSON REF: SF000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

COMMENT (Continued)

* The Real Estate Institute could advise all its members of the problem
and make it best practise to include an asbestos insulation check as
part of their standard conveyancing procedure. A checklist could be
prepared by Council to assist in this process. It was pointed out that
not all selling agents are members of the Institute.

* A similar step could be taken for agents renting out premises. Again
it was pointed out that there were many properties which were rented
out by non Institute members or by private individuals. Special steps
may need to be taken to advise these people.

5. It was suggested that information on loose asbestos information also be made
available in different languages to increase exposure of the issue.

All in attendance agreed that the meeting was beneficial in the exchange of
information and ideas and in setting some direction for providing the community
with more information concerning loose asbestos insulation.

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Many of the main stakeholders dealing with property management in Queanbeyan
were in attendance. Their advice was valuable and practical.

There were no significant environmental implications arising from the
recommendations at the meeting, other than confirming that it was important that
information be kept on premises which did have asbestos insulation for use by
Council and emergency services in exercising functions where the insulation material
could become a risk to public health.
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SERVICES ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMNO 3
THOMPSON REF: SF000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Some staff time will be involved in implementing recommendations but these can be
carried out within existing functions.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That a register of residential and commercial dwellings that are free
from dangerous loose asbestos insulation not be set up by Council, local
real estate firms or property management organisations.

That Council continue to maintain a confidential register of premises

which contain loose asbestos insulation for the purpose of:

*  Working with affected home owners to source funding for removal;

* Ensuring that proposed development on affected sites can be
properly conditioned to ensure the risk to public health from loose
asbestos becoming airborne during the construction/demolition
process is minimised; and

* Providing advice to emergency services about the location of affected
premises in case there is an incident involving one of the premises.

That Council investigate the possibility of including a generic statement
on section 149 zoning certificates bringing the presence of loose asbestos
insulation in Queanbeyan housing to the attention of prospective
purchasers.

That Council work with the local Real Estate Institute to assist them in
developing a best practise methodology for advising potential purchasers
and tenants about the presence of asbestos insulation in some
Queanbeyan homes.

That Council examine ways in which information about loose asbestos
information can be translated into other languages.
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SERVICES ENVIRONMENTAL ITEMNO 3

THOMPSON REF: SF000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

ATTACHMENT — Minutes of Creation of Loose Asbestos Register Meeting

MINUTES
Creation of Loose Asbestos Register Meeting
Thursday, 4 August 2005

e e e T L e . e e e T L o FE e T

Attendees

. Mayor Frank Pangallo

. Raewyn Bastion, Councillor

. Sue Jarvis, Councillor

. Tom Mavec, Councillor

. Michael Thompson, Manager Environmental Services
U Natasha Abbott, Team Leader Environmental Health

. Kate Gorman, Waste Advisory Officer

. Sara Mclntyre, Assistant Environmental Health Officer
o Peta Arthur, Family Support Accommodation Coordinator
: Stephen Moss, Southern Cross Real Estate

. Shelagh Keith, Queanbeyan Community Housing

. John Buckley, Buckley and Holland Property Sales

. Michael Mallon, Raine and Horne Real Estate

. Richard Bedell, Department of Housing

: Jan Browne, lan McNamee and Partners Pty Limited

. Kerrie Rolfe, lan McNamee and Partners Pty Limited

. George Miller, Ian McNamee and Partners Pty Limited
0 Willow Arthur, Tenancy Advice Service

. Tanya Saad, ACT Asbestos Taskforce

Introduction

At the Council meeting of 15 June 2005 Council resolved “..to convene a meeting
with all real estate firms and property management organisations in Queanbeyan to
discuss ways of establishing a register of residential and commercial dwellings that
are free from dangerous loose asbestos insulation.”
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THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
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ATTACHMENT - Minutes of Creation of Loose Asbestos Register Meeting
(Continued)

The purpose of this meeting was therefore to discuss the issues surrounding loose
asbestos insulation in multi dwelling developments and other situations were
premises were tenanted and whether the preparation of a register of premises which
did not contain asbestos insulation would assist in the management of the problem..
The meeting was not intended to discuss issues related to the management of bonded
asbestos products in these buildings.

History

Mr Thompson gave a brief outline of how asbestos insulation came to be used in

Queanbeyan residences.

= Mr Fluffy was the only known person who had the idea that asbestos fibres
would make a good insulation material.

O Asbestos was imported to Queanbeyan and surrounding areas during the
1960’s and 1970’s, however it appears to be concentrated in the Queanbeyan
area.

. The link between asbestos and diseases became clear in the 1970’s.

: By 1987, ACT residents had formed a lobby group to put pressure on the ACT
and Commonwealth Governments to take action in relation to asbestos.

. In 1988 the ACT Government carried out a survey of potentially affected
houses. Approximately 65,000 houses were surveyed with approximately
1,000 returning a positive sample to asbestos.

0 The ACT asbestos removal program was carried over the late 1980’s and early
1990’s at a cost of $100 million.

& In 1991 Queanbeyan City Council established a free testing service in
conjunction with NSW Department of Health. If positive results were
returned, the owner was advised to seal the roof space, along with any vents
and openings. The NSW Fire Brigade and State Emergency Service were
notified.

s In 1993 the NSW Department of Health carried out testing of affected houses
to determine if the sealing of roof spaces was effective in containing loose
asbestos fibres. The study indicated that sealing was effective and that the
immediate removal of the asbestos material was not required.

. Queanbeyan City Council met with seven affected residents and took on an
advocacy role to see if funding was available for the removal of loose asbestos
insulation.
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SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

ATTACHMENT - Minutes of Creation of L.oose Asbestos Register Meeting

Queanbeyan City Council offered a free service to take samples and send them
to the NSW Department of Health for analysis. Two additional homes were
found to contain loose asbestos insulation.

Queanbeyan City Council tendered out costs for removal of asbestos, with
quotes between $35,000 and $50,000 per house being returned. Queanbeyan
City Council then sent letters to the Federal Government and NSW State
Government requesting funding.

In 1998, with no response having been received from the Federal Ministers,
Queanbeyan City Council approached the Prime Minister. The response
received detailed that this was not a Commonwealth responsibility.

In 2004 the asbestos profile increased with the James Hardie case and ACT’s
new legislation regarding the responsibility of owners and tenants to notify
others.

Two home owners had the materials removed at their own cost.

In June 2005 it was found that a multi dwelling unit comprising 38 units
contained loose asbestos insulation.

Discussions were held by Queanbeyan City Council to determine any further
action to be taken. Council proposed to pay 25% of the removal costs if the
other 75% was met by the owner and the State and Federal Governments.
There is no indication that the NSW or Federal Government will follow in the
ACT Government’s footsteps in relation to legislative requirements for loose
asbestos insulation to be removed from premises.

Queanbeyan City Council expects that there could be up to 60 homes in
Queanbeyan which are yet to be identified as containing loose asbestos
insulation. This figure is based on the ACT testing program. However, no real
knowledge of the number of premises affected is known at this stage.

Proposal for Register

It was proposed to create a register of properties that had received a Certificate of
Clearance stating that the building is free from loose asbestos insulation. The
register would take a positive approach to asbestos issues by containing houses that
are free of loose asbestos insulation, rather than houses that do contain loose asbestos
insulation.
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THOMPSON REF: SF(000084 5 OCTOBER 2005
SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

ATTACHMENT - Minutes of Creation of Loose Asbestos Register Meeting

Discussion on Register

It was proposed that if a register were to be kept the information on a register could
be used in the following circumstances:

[ ]

Sale of properties prior to the property being put on the market
Demolition/renovations

Warnings to tradespeople working on the building

Emergency services / natural disasters

Potential tenants

Issues Raised

If a register were to be developed a number of concerns were raised by those present.
These included:

Has legal advice been sought on the implications of keeping a register,
especially in relation to what happens if incorrect or incomplete information is
given out?

What would the standard be for confirming that a premises did or did not have
asbestos? Would a pre-purchase inspection be adequate or would a sample
have to be analysed by an accredited laboratory. What happens if a Certificate
of Clearance is not correct or doesn’t incorporate the entire house?

A register may be hard to maintain if not managed by Council due to a high
staff turnover in the real estate industry.

Perhaps it should be the purchaser’s responsibility to ensure the property
doesn’t contain asbestos.

Would a negative register be better given that thousands of houses without
asbestos insulation would need to be tested.
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SUBJECT: COUNCIL’S REQUEST TO CONVENE A MEETING ON

THE CREATION OF A REGISTER OF PREMISES
THAT ARE FREE FROM LOOSE ASBESTOS
INSULATION. (CONTINUED)

ATTACHMENT — Minutes of Creation of Loose Asbestos Register Meeting

Possible Options

Properties could be required to have a Certificate of Clearance before being
listed on the market but all real estate agents would need to do this.
Queanbeyan City Council may be prepared to put a clause on 149 Planning
Certificates stating that properties built before a certain date may contain loose
asbestos insulation.

Real estate agents could develop a Memorandum of Understanding to
undertake asbestos checks during building inspections and the analysis of
records kept by real estate agents.

Queanbeyan City Council could distribute asbestos information in other
languages.

Queanbeyan City Council could provide a checklist list to real estate agencies
on the steps to be taken in relation to asbestos identification, for example, if a
house was built after a certain date then it will not contain asbestos.

Recommendations

All persons in attendance agreed that the costs and risks associated with
maintaining a register made such a scheme unviable.

Queanbeyan City Council is to investigate the incorporation of a clause on 149
Planning Certificates advising applicants that houses in Queanbeyan erected
before a certain date have the potential to contain loose asbestos insulation.
Queanbeyan City Council is to send information to real estate agencies and the
Real Estate Industry Association with recommendations to have an asbestos
inspection carried out during a pre purchase building inspection. This could
incorporate the checklist previously discussed.

Tenants and private landlords may need to be addressed through a mandatory
inspection program or other alternative.

Queanbeyan City Council will obtain a copy of a report to be released by the
ACT Asbestos Taskforce later this month on their asbestos removal program.
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