Teacher Resource

Pinjarra Massacre Apology

Focus Questions

Discuss the BTN story as a class and record the main points of the
discussion. Students will then respond to the following:
1. What year did the Pinjarra Massacre happen?
Where is Pinjarra located? Find on a map.
What is the meaning of Frontier Wars?
What questions do you have about the story?
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How did this story make you feel?

This document may contain the names and images of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people now deceased. It also contains links to sites that may
use images of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people now deceased.

It also contains some content that may be distressing.

Activity: Personal Response

After watching the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story, ask students
to finish one or more of the following incomplete sentences:

e It was interesting to learn that...

e Learning about the Frontiers Wars made me feel...

e |t’simportant to learn about the Frontier Wars because...

What did you What questions
learn from the do you have
story? about the story?

Activity: Discuss
After watching the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story students
discuss the story in pairs, using the following questions to guide the
discussion:
o Reflect on the apology by the Western Australian Governor.
Why was it important? Watch the Governor’s apology.

e What were the Frontier Wars?
e What were the reasons for frontier violence?
e  Why is truth-telling important?
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KEY LEARNING

Students will learn about the
Frontier Wars in Australia and
why learning about them is an
important part of truth-telling.

CURRICULUM

HASS - Year 5

The impact of the development
of British colonies in Australia on
the lives of First Nations
Australians, the colonists and
convicts, and on the natural
environment.

HASS — Year 9

The causes and effects of
European contact and extension
of settlement, including their
impact on the First Nations
Peoples of Australia.
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-28/wa-governor-chris-dawson-apologises-for-pinjarra-massacre/105942492

Activity: Glossary

Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Pinjarra Massacre Apology story. Here
are some words to get them started.

MASSACRE RESISTANCE TRUTH-TELLING

Activity: Researching Frontier Wars

Students will choose one or more of the questions below to explore in more detail or they can develop
their own questions to research.

e What were the Frontier Wars and what was the
cause of the violence?

e What happened in Myall Creek in 18387

e  What is truth-telling? Why is learning about the
Frontier Wars an important part of truth-telling?

e How should these events be recognised or
commemorated?

o Look at the map created for the Colonial
Frontier Massacres Project. Why is it important
to document these events? Use the interactive

map to learn about sites that are near you.

Activity: Visual Literacy

Below are images that relate to the Frontier Wars. Students look at the image and then respond to the
following questions:

e What do you see in this image?

e What does the image tell you about the Frontier Wars?

e How did the image make you feel?

e What question/s would you like to ask about the image?

Waterloo Creek massacre
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waterloo_Creek_massacre#/media/File:Mounted_police_and_blacks.jpg
https://live-production.wcms.abc-cdn.net.au/7f45115e89ec903db177fac1900866bc?impolicy=wcms_crop_resize&cropH=394&cropW=700&xPos=0&yPos=42&width=862&height=485
https://c21ch.newcastle.edu.au/colonialmassacres/map.php

Myall Creek Memorial
Working in pairs, students read the Myall
Creek memorial plague and respond to the

following questions:
IN MEMORY OF THE WIRRAYARAAY PEOPLE WHO

WERE MURDERED ON THE SLOPES OF THIS RIDGE Bles .
IN AN UNPROVOKED BUT PREMEDITATED ACT IN ! Which groups worked together on the

THE LATE AFTERNOON OF 10 JUNE, 1838 & 2 Mya” Creek memorial?

ERECTED ON 10 JUNE 2000 BY A GROUP OF K8
ABORIGINAL AND NON-ABORIGINAL AUSTRALIANS
IN AN ACT OF RECONCILIATION, AND IN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TRUTH OF OUR
SHARED HISTORY.

e How is the Myall Creek remembered
today?
e Why is the memorial important part of

BER THEM e e
; reconciliation?

Myall Creek memorial plaque

Activity: BTN Stories

Visit BTN'’s collection of stories which focus on | Indigenous Culture

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’
history, culture and issues.

After watching any one of the BTN videos ask
students to respond to the discussion questions

Ngiyampaa Dictionary First Nations Seasons

Mikayla has been helping to keep an Melbourne’s Lord Mayor has suggested
endangered alive. dopt Wurundjert

s calendar.

Tue 26 Aug 2025 at 1200am Tue 19 Aug 2025 st 1200am

(to find the discussion questions and teacher

Victoria Treaty
resources go to the related BTN Classroom EESEa——

Episode and download the Episode Package).
Collection of BTN stories with a focus on

| n d |ge nous cu It ure Vincent Lingiari UNESCO Rock Art NAIDOC Anniversary Racism Report
Why this famous photograph sparkeda  The rock art of Murujuga in WA has Celebrating the history, culture, and Racism is stil a pretty common
movement for Aboriginalrights across  been recognised as a world heritage f Aboriginal and Torres
the country. #* site. # Strait islander people.

Tue 3 Jun 2025 at 1200am
Tue 19 Aug 2025 at 1200am Tue 22 Jul 2025 at 1200am Tue 24 Jun 2025 at 12:00am

Useful Websites
e WA Governor Chris Dawson apologises to descendants of Pinjarra Massacre, almost 200 years later
— ABC News

e Myall Creek Memorial a symbol of reconciliation as descendants of victims and perpetrators gather
— ABC News
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/54/1844_-_Myall_Creek_Massacre_and_Memorial_Site_-_Bronze_plaque_commemorating_the_massacre_%285056626b4%29.jpg
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/indigenous-culture/10576610
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-28/wa-governor-chris-dawson-apologises-for-pinjarra-massacre/105942492
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-10/myall-creek-massacre-memorial-a-symbol-of-reconciliation/9845158

