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Everyone deserves to feel welcome.

That’s why more than 12,000 Australian kids volunteered to draw  
pictures to welcome the thousands of young refugees and migrants 
who move to Australia each year.

This book will be given to each of them as a gift. We hope it will  
make every young migrant and refugee feel safe and valued as  
they start their new life in Australia. From all of us…

Welcome!
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The Australian Broadcasting Corporation is Australia’s independent, publicly-funded national broadcaster. 

You can find us on TV, radio and online with news and entertainment for the whole family. 

For more information about how you can access our free programming,  
just go to www.abc.net.au – or for children www.abc.net.au/children
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This book is a gift from the children  
of Australia. More than 12,000 drew pictures  

to help welcome you to your new home.  
We all hope you enjoy your life here.

You can find out more about how  
the Welcome Book was made at  

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/topic/welcomebook.htm
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Year of arrival: 2016
First impressions of Australia:  

When I first saw Australia, I liked it. My aunty lives here too  
and that made me feel happy when I arrived.

Hardest part of moving:  
The journey was a bit too long. It took us three days to come to 
Australia. Leaving friends and family was also very hard for me.

Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  
My favourite thing about Australia is that it is safe.

Favourite place you’ve visited:  
I visited the hills with my family and I enjoyed it.

Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia:  
Don’t be shy to ask questions and keep trying and learning.

Year of arrival: 2005
First impressions of Australia:  

I was too young, so I can’t remember.
Hardest part of moving:  

The hardest part is that other family  
members were left behind.

Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  
The food here is nice and multicultural.

Favourite place you’ve visited:  
The shopping mall.

Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia:  
Have fun and study hard for a good future!
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Year of arrival: 2014
First impressions of Australia:  

I thought, “this is a good place.” I felt happy!
Hardest part of moving:  

I thought it was going to be really hard, but it 
was actually much easier than I thought because 

everyone was really welcoming.
Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  

The beaches.
Favourite place you’ve visited:  

Victor Harbour in South Australia.
Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia:  

It’s a safe country, we will be OK.

Year of arrival: 2014
First impressions of Australia:  

My first impression was that it had a totally  
different climate to New Zealand.

Hardest part of moving:  
The hardest part of moving is not knowing  

anyone at first.
Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  

The nice beaches!
Favourite place you’ve visited:  
Parliament House in Canberra.

Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia: 
 Join clubs, get to know people and explore lots of places.
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Year of arrival: 2006
First impressions of Australia:  

I was just a baby when I came here,  
so I don’t really remember!

Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  
I love the people.

Favourite place you’ve visited:  
My favourite place is the busy city!

Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia: 
Stay in school and learn all you can.

Year of arrival: 2012
First impressions of Australia:  
Where are all the kangaroos?

Hardest part of moving:  
I miss my grandparents.

Favourite thing about living in Australia now:  
My favourite things are swimming at the pool, 

going to school and eating pizza!
Favourite place you’ve visited:  

My favourite place is the beach.
Advice to kids who’ve just arrived in Australia: 

People are nice in Australia.
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This book couldn’t have been produced without the amazing  
teachers and students that watch ABC children’s series Behind the News  

each week. Thanks for getting behind this project so enthusiastically! 
 

The BTN team would also like to thank Mohammad Al-Khafaji from  
Welcome to Australia, ABC News, ABC ME and ABC Publishing for their  

support bringing this book to life.
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Everyone deserves to feel welcome.

That’s why more than 12,000 Australian kids volunteered to draw  
pictures to welcome the thousands of young refugees and migrants 
who move to Australia each year.

This book will be given to each of them as a gift. We hope it will  
make every young migrant and refugee feel safe and valued as  
they start their new life in Australia. From all of us…

Welcome!
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