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KEY LEARNING
Students will view a range of BTN stories and use comprehension skills to respond to a series of focus questions.

CURRICULUM
English – Year 4
Use comprehension strategies to build literal and inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, integrating and linking ideas and analysing and evaluating texts.

English – Year 5
Use comprehension strategies to analyse information, integrating and linking ideas from a variety of print and digital sources.

English – Year 6
Use comprehension strategies to interpret and analyse information and ideas, comparing content from a variety of textual sources including media and digital texts.

English – Year 7
Use comprehension strategies to interpret, analyse and synthesise ideas and information, critiquing ideas and issues from a variety of textual sources.

Teacher Resource
Focus Questions
As a class, discuss the stories featured in the episode of BTN Classroom and record the main points of the discussion. Students will then respond to the following focus questions.

Aussie Women’s Soccer
1. The Matildas’ semi-final match was Australia’s most watched TV event ever. About how many people tuned in to watch the game?
2. Who did the Matildas lose to in the semi-final?
3. What does Sian think can be done to support and improve women’s soccer?
4. What impact do you think the Matildas have had on women’s sport?
5. How did this story make you feel?

Maui Kids After Wildfires
1. [bookmark: _Hlk128388868]Which Hawaiian island was affected by wildfires recently? Locate using Google Maps.
2. What natural disaster occurred before the wildfires?
3. What impact did the fires have on the kids in the BTN story?
4. How did people help those affected by the fires?
5. What are the kids in the BTN story looking forward to?

[bookmark: _Hlk10459636][bookmark: _Hlk516494592]Sinking Cities
1. [bookmark: _Hlk143525342]About how many cities around the world are sinking?
2. What is the technical term for a city that is sinking? 
a. Subsidence 
b. Subsistence
c. Subterranean
3. Which is the fastest sinking city in the world?
4. What action is being taken to stop cities from sinking?
5. What questions do you have about the BTN story? 
[bookmark: _Hlk101794154]
Check out the teacher resource on the Archives page.


Hip Hop History
1. [bookmark: _Hlk140757091][bookmark: _Hlk141689718]Briefly summarise the BTN Hip Hop History story.
2. When did hip hop first start?
3. Where in the United States did it start?
4. Name an Australian hip hop band or artist.
5. Do you like hip hop music? Give reasons for your answer. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk497815692][bookmark: _Hlk497815693][bookmark: _Hlk497815694]KEY LEARNING
Students will investigate the causes of subsidence and flooding and the impact it has on people and places around the world.



CURRICULUM
Geography – Year 5
The impact of bushfires or floods on environments and communities, and how people can respond.

HASS – Year 5
The impact of bushfires or floods on environments and communities, and how people can respond.

Science – Year 5 & 6
Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and inform personal and community decisions.

Science – Year 6
Sudden geological changes and extreme weather events can affect Earth’s surface.

Science – Year 7
Scientific knowledge has changed peoples’ understanding of the world and is refined as new evidence becomes available.

Geography – Year 7
Causes, impacts and responses to an atmospheric or hydrological hazard.






[bookmark: _Hlk101870486]Teacher Resource
[bookmark: _Hlk94697061][bookmark: _Hlk130128307]Sinking Cities 
Focus Questions
[bookmark: _Hlk127174710][bookmark: _Hlk102997227]Discuss the BTN story as a class and record the main points of the discussion. Students will then respond to the following:
1. About how many cities around the world are sinking?
2. What is the technical term for a city that is sinking? 
a. Subsidence 
b. Subsistence
c. Subterranean
3. Which is the fastest sinking city in the world?
4. What action is being taken to stop cities from sinking?
5. What questions do you have about the BTN story? 


Activity: Note Taking
[image: A picture containing text, monitor, close

Description automatically generated]Students will practise their note-taking skills while watching the BTN Sinking Cities story. After watching the story, ask students to reflect on and organise the information into three categories. What information in the story was...?
· Positive
· Negative or
· Interesting




Activity: See, Think and Wonder?
After watching the BTN Sinking Cities story, students will respond to the following questions: 
· [image: A blue cloud with black background

Description automatically generated]What did you SEE in this video?
· What did you LEARN from this story?What do you SEE, THINK and WONDER?

· What do you WONDER about this story?
· What QUESTIONS do you have about this story?
Activity: Glossary
Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Sinking Cities story. Here are some words to get them started. 

	URBANISATION 
	SUBSIDENCE
	RESILIENCE

	RISING SEA LEVELS
	CLIMATE CHANGE
	GLOBAL WARMING



Ask students to write what they think is the meaning of each word (including unfamiliar words). They will swap definitions with a partner and ask them to add to or change the definition. Check these against the dictionary definition.

Further activities for students: 
· What is a sinking city? Write a definition using your own words. Use these words in your definition: urban environment, danger, landscape and subsidence. 
· How did this story make you feel? Make a list of words that describe how you felt after watching the BTN story.
· Who designs cities? Learn more about the jobs involved with designing a city and the challenges they face. Investigate what the job involves and what you need to study to become one.


Activity – Jigsaw learning
In this activity students will work cooperatively to understand the concept of sinking cities, their causes, and possible solutions to the problem. Each group will become experts and then share what they have learnt with other students.

1. [image: Table

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Form Groups
Divide the class into 4 x Focus Groups. Each Focus Group will be assigned a different city to study. Below is a list of cities affected by subsidence:
· Jakarta
· New York
· Virigina Beach
· Bangkok
· Venice
· Houston
· Rotterdam

Each group will need to decide how they will collect and communicate the information they find during their research.

2. Research
Students can search for news articles and other publications to help with their research. Each Focus Group will respond to one or more of the following questions to become experts:
· Where is the city located? Find on a map. Is it close to the coast or along a river? Explore the geographical features of the city.
· What is the population?
· When was the city built? Investigate its history. 
· What is causing the city to sink? List some of the factors. 
· What percent of the city sits below sea level? Or how many centimetres has the city sunk?
· Is flooding common? What is causing the flooding?
· How is the issue of subsidence impacting people and the environment?
· How is the city protecting itself against further sinking?
· What are some of the solutions to the problem?

3. Share
Mix the Focus Groups to form Task Groups (Tasks Groups include one student from each of the Focus Groups) to share the information they have collected.  Students will share the information they have collected and learn from one another.

4. Reflect
Students will reflect on the activity by responding to one or more of the following questions:
· What did you enjoy about this investigation?
· What did you find surprising?


Activity: Cause and Effect Diagram
In this activity students will work collaboratively to identify and understand the causes of sinking cities using a fishbone cause and effect diagram.

The fishbone diagram resembles the skeleton of a fish, with the "head" representing the problem (sinking cities) and the "bones" representing different categories of causes. The fishbone diagram helps to develop a more in depth understanding of a problem. It is a tool that can be used during brainstorming sessions to sort and record student’s ideas into useful categories.

Before starting this activity, facilitate a class discussion using the following questions: 
· Have you ever heard of a sinking city? What do you know?
· Have you seen anything in the news about sinking cities? Discuss. 
· What do you think might cause a city to sink? (Explain to students that subsidence can have natural or human causes). 

What you’ll need: Butchers paper (large), sticky notes (to record minor causes), a range of coloured markers.

Problem: As a class decide on a single statement that describes the problem. Write the problem statement in the “head” of the fishbone diagram. 

[image: ]Major causes: In small groups, students will brainstorm the major causes of the problem. They will write these as the main categories, which are represented as “bones” off the main arrow. Major causes relating to sinking cities could include:
· Natural Factors (land subsidence, earthquakes)
· Human activities (urban development, mining, removal of water from underground)
· Climate Change (sea level rise, extreme weather)
· Buildings (the weight of buildings, dams, tunnels)

Minor causes: Students will then identify additional causes related to the issue as minor causes. These can be represented as small “bones” on the diagram. Students will record as many causes as possible relating to the problem.


Activity: Mt Resilience
[image: ]Students will visit Mt Resilience – an augmented reality experience that allows students to explore a town that’s been designed around climate and disaster preparedness. 

The app works on both phones and tablets. Get the app here. Go here to find out more about the technical specifications for the app.


Explore the features of Mt Resilience
Working in pairs, students will look around and explore Mt Resilience. Students will play the Mt Resilience experience to see how the community of Waterdown has worked together to mitigate the impact of extreme weather. 

Students will then respond to the following:
· What are some of the things that the people of Waterdown can do to protect themselves from floods?
· How can the Government help the people of Waterdown recover from the floods? 
· How does the community centre help the people of Waterdown?



Useful Websites 
· Why is New York Sinking? – Newsbreak
· Bangkok is sinking and rising sea levels from climate change could threaten the homes of its 11 million people – ABC News
· Sinking City of Venice – Newsbreak
· Venice Floods – BTN
· Mt Resilience – Australian Museum and ABC
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KEY LEARNING
Students will learn more about what makes a good news story and create their own news report.


CURRICULUM
English – Year 6
Compare texts including media texts that represent ideas and events in different ways, explaining the effects of the different approaches.

English – Year 7
Understand that the coherence of more complex texts relies on devices that signal text structure and guide readers, for example overviews, initial and concluding paragraphs and topic sentences, indexes or site maps or breadcrumb trails for online texts.

Analyse and explain the effect of technological innovations on texts, particularly media texts.

Media Arts – Years 3-4, 5-6
Plan, produce and present media artworks for specific audiences and purposes using responsible media practice.

Media Arts – Year 7 and 8
Analyse how technical and symbolic elements are used in media artworks to create representations influenced by story, genre, values and points of view of particular audiences.

Present media artworks for different community and institutional contexts with consideration of ethical and regulatory issues.


Teacher Resource
Media Literacy
Activity: Reflect on the News
Which news stories from August 2023 were important to you? Students will choose their top 5 news stories and create their own quiz to test their classmates. Students’ quizzes should cover a range of categories, for example:
· Environment
· Arts
· Health
· Sport
· Education
· Politics
· Entertainment

Students can visit the BTN subjects page for a range of news topics to browse through. News stories can be a mix of local, national and world news. Students will give reasons why they think these are the top 5 news stories (1-2 sentences for each news story).

Students can include a range of quiz styles, for example:
· [image: Male hand holding megaphone with quiz speech bubble. Loudspeaker. Banner for business, marketing and advertising. Vector illustration.]Multiple choice, true or false or fill in the blank.
· Use photos or pictures.
· When an answer is revealed, provide extra information to explain the answer.

Students can make their quizzes in Kahoot or Quizizz. Make it fun, engaging, and educational!


BTN Newsbreak
[image: BTN Newsbreak - Airs 6:25 PM 13th Jun 2023 on ABC - ClickView]Watch BTN every day! Newsbreak is a great way to kick off the morning routine. You can watch Newsbreak anytime on our website or by subscribing to our YouTube channel.  Head to the BTN website for all the details.
Activity: News Vocabulary
Students will brainstorm a list of keywords that relate to understanding the news. Here are some words to get them started. Students will create their own class glossary of keywords and terms. Students can use videos, graphics, and/or diagrams to help explain each keyword.

	JOURNALIST
	NEWS VALUES
	FAKE NEWS

	SOURCE
	RELIABLE
	BIAS



Ask students to write what they think is the meaning of each word (including unfamiliar words). They will swap definitions with a partner and ask them to add to or change the definition. Check these against the dictionary definition.

Further activities for students: 
· Visit ABC Education for a glossary on news and media terms. Choose some words to add to and enhance your classroom glossary. 
· Choose one word/term from your glossary. Find a definition for the word and explore its meaning in more detail. Explain the meaning of the word or term to your classmates. Use examples to help explain the word’s meaning. 


Activity: What Makes Something ‘News’?
Have you ever wondered what makes news, news? Students will investigate what makes an event newsworthy. Before starting this activity, brainstorm some ideas as a class.What are news values?


Watch BTN’s What makes the news, news? video as a class. In this video we look at the news values that determine which stories we see and hear about and which ones we don't and how those news values can subtly shape the way we see the world.

Students will choose a range of current news stories (up to 5 news stories) and evaluate why the story is in the news and what makes it newsworthy? Students can use a t-chart to organise their information. Students will need access to current newspapers or online news sites to complete this activity.

	News Story
	Why is it news? 
What makes it newsworthy? 

	 
	 







Activity: Make Your Own News Program
Students will put together their own news program using a range of existing BTN stories. Students will need to include a good balance of stories across different topics (for example: science, politics, world news, environment, arts, sport, and human interest). Students can visit the BTN website for a range of news stories sorted into useful topics.

Students will choose 3-5 stories to make up their own BTN program and then respond to the following questions for each news story they choose.
· Why did you choose this story?
· Summarise the main issue/message. 
· Is the news story about a current local issue or an issue from the past?
· Where and when did it happen?
· What new information have you found about it?
· Who is affected by the issue?
· How are they affected by the issue?
· Why is it important for people to know about the issue?
· Why will people be interested in watching the news story? 


Activity: Rookie Reports
Many BTN stories feature young people, whether they’re reporting on a news event affecting them or telling us about an issue or topic they are passionate about.

Students will visit the BTN website to explore the latest Rookie Reports. Students will choose one story that interests them the most and then respond to the questions below.

· [image: A screenshot of a web page

Description automatically generated]What is the story about?
· Why did you choose this story? 
· What words would you use to describe this story?
· Describe the main issue/message in the story.
· What makes this story interesting?







Activity: Write a Feature Story
Students will research and write a profile about someone that is doing something interesting in their community. It could be a prominent person in the community or someone from their school community. Students will then:
· Research as much as you can about the person. 
· Write some interview questions you would like to ask the person. 
· Interview the person – check out these interviewing tips
· Write a feature story – find out what makes a good feature story here. Celebrate the persons’ strengths in your writing. Share your story with the class. 


Visit BTN’s Rookie Reporter Training to learn more about how to make a news story.  The How to Make News video also gives some useful tips for making your own news story. Watch this BTN Explainer as a class to learn more about filming tips, like how to frame your shots and what the rule of thirds is.


Activity: BTN’s Media Literacy series
BTN has created a series of Media Literacy videos to help students understand and question news. Topics include How to Spot Fake News, News Sources, What is News? How to Spot Bias, and Media Ethics. 

[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]The videos will help students to critically analyse the news they see, hear, or read. Please note – these videos are intended for secondary students.









Useful Websites
· Media Literacy Video Series – BTN
· Media Literacy – ABC Education
· Fake News Fight – BTN
· Kids’ News Service – BTN
· Behind the Scenes at BTN – BTN
· Becoming a journalist – BTN
· Use the News – ABC Education


[bookmark: _Hlk63090471][bookmark: _Hlk95141262][bookmark: _Hlk133851754][bookmark: _Hlk130823231][bookmark: _Hlk130229204][bookmark: _Hlk118729821][bookmark: _Hlk119939970][bookmark: _Hlk126592601][bookmark: _Hlk127199761][bookmark: _Hlk128401074][bookmark: _Hlk117583657][bookmark: _Hlk116310170][bookmark: _Hlk110870876][bookmark: _Hlk106706179][bookmark: _Hlk106029650][bookmark: _Hlk103069890][bookmark: _Hlk102407342][bookmark: _Hlk99377178][bookmark: _Hlk138150777][bookmark: _Hlk137545084][bookmark: _Hlk136875316][bookmark: _Hlk135665266][bookmark: _Hlk135061893][image: ]
Teacher Resource
BTN Transcript: Episode 23 – 22/8/2023

Hey. I'm Amelia Moseley and you're watching BTN. Thanks for hanging out with us again, let’s see what’s coming up on today’s show. We find out how kids in Hawaii are coping after devastating fires, learn about the world's sinking cities and journey through the history of hip-hop.

Aussie Women’s Soccer

Reporter: Lyeba Khan

INTRO: All that soon, but first up, the biggest ever FIFA women's world cup has come to an end. It was also the first one played in Australia and New Zealand and while Spain walked away with the trophy, the Matildas made history by taking a very respectable fourth place. Here's Lyeba to help us relive all the action and hear what it means to young soccer fans.

For the past few weeks, Australians have come together in a big way. We've jumped together. Held our breath together. Screamed together. And we've cheered together. As the Matildas took us on a wild ride through the highs and lows of the World Cup.

COMMENTATOR: The wonderful World Cup is all but over.

They were the first Aussie team to make it through to the semi-finals of a World Cup tournament, and people came from all over the country to see them play in a packed out Stadium Australia.

FAN: I play soccer myself and I recently had an injury so it's just like inspired me to keep going and get back up so seeing them come this far has just been absolutely amazing.

FAN: I'm feeling very excited, I can't wait to see them. And I hope they win.

FAN: It's so great to see them go into the World Cup 'cause usually you see all the men play and now finally they're getting their spotlight.

LYEBA: It also broke TV records. 11 million people tuned in to watch Wednesday's semi-final, making it Australia's biggest TV event ever.

Sadly the Matildas couldn't go all the way. They lost to England in the semi-final and ended up coming fourth, with Spain taking away the World Cup. But to many people around the country, they're still heroes.

SIAN: For the Matildas, it's really exciting to see like, they're now our idols and where we want to be when we're older. And it makes me want to work harder, train more and improve to be there one day as well.

For up and coming players like Sian, the success of the World Cup was particularly exciting.

SIAN: I think it's really good for the development of women's football seeing the improvement of the game and the support of the fans around the world and mainly in Australia.

Women's soccer has definitely come a long way. It wasn't that long ago that the Matildas weren't getting paid at all for representing the country. They had to have day jobs and trained with second hand equipment. In 2019, the Matildas became the first team in the world to be paid the same as their male counterparts, the Socceroos. But that doesn't mean things are equal, and many say female players are missing out, especially at the lower levels.

SIAN: When you go to training, you go to change rooms, but the boys have got the change rooms, so you can't have them. Your uniforms? The boys-fit shorts, the boys-fit shirts. It's definitely getting better now and improving. But it wasn't always like that.

ANTHONY ALBANESE, PRIME MINISTER: Is there enough funding has gone into women's sport? No. There is a need to do more.

SARAH LANGMAN: They definitely need to close that gap otherwise the women's game, especially in Australia, won't keep developing.

In the wake of the World Cup, the Prime Minister has promised $200 million dollars for women's sports, and the government says it will work on making women's sport more available on free to air TV. Many are hoping it'll lead to a big boost for women's and men's soccer in Australia.

ELLIE CARPENTER: I feel very honoured to be part of the group that we have changed the game. And I think this is just the first step, like we see obviously the prize money get increased but there is still a long way to go.

They're hoping for Aussie soccer and for the Matildas of the future, this is just the beginning.  

SIAN: I wanna be on that stage, I wanna be showcased like those Matildas are now.

Quiz

Can you name this famous Matilda? It's goalkeeper Mackenzie Arnold.

News Quiz

US President Donald Trump is facing more legal trouble. Do you know which state has just indicted him for trying to interfere with the 2020 election? Was it California, Florida or Georgia? It was Georgia. “The indictment alleges that rather than abide by Georgia’s legal process for election challenges, the defendant engaged in a criminal racketeering enterprise to overturn Georgia’s presidential election result.”

Which Aussie city ended up closing this public square to soccer fans for the World Cup final after some bad behaviour during the Matilda’s semi? Was it Sydney, Brisbane or Melbourne? It was Melbourne. Federation Square had been a live site throughout the World Cup, but things got a bit out of control during the Australia England game, with some fans letting off flares.

What happened to this Russian rover on the weekend? It landed on the moon, it crashed on the moon or it landed on Mars? It crashed into the moon. The unmanned Luna-25 lander was Russia’s first space mission to the lunar surface since the 70s. It was supposed to land on Monday, but something went wrong, and it crashed into the surface. 

And can you name this animal? It’s a Magpie. And its call has been named as Australia’s favourite according to an ABC poll. More than 150,000 people voted for these little warblers. The kookaburra took second place while the butcherbird came in third. 

Maui Kids After Wildfires

Reporter: Michelle Wakim

INTRO:  Recovery efforts are still underway on the island of Maui in Hawaii after it experienced some of the deadliest wildfires in US history. The fires destroyed homes, businesses, historical sites and schools. But Michelle caught up with some students from Maui Prep - which has just reopened - to hear about their experiences. Take a look.

NOELANI: Hi BTN. My name is Noe and I'm nine years old. 

EMMA JAYE: My name is Emma Jaye, and I'm nine. 

MILO: Hi, I'm Milo, and I'm 12 years old.  

LAYLA: My name is Layla Merrill. I'm 15 years old and I go to Maui Prep.

NOELANI: On August 8th, there was a hurricane and a wildfire. 

Layla: During the hurricane, we had no power. It was really strong wind. So, we thought once the hurricane would pass, the power would come back on. And we heard that there were a few fires, like just small ones, but that they had been contained on the day of the hurricane. So, we were just so bored with no power. We had decided to go on a golf cart ride with my family, just to pass the time. And that's when we saw black smoke. 

EMMA JAYE: The sky was grey. And then some parts were again like covered by smoke. But, like, there was no sun. It looked like it was nighttime, but it was like the middle of the day.

NOELANI: When we realized there was a fire, my mum was like, ‘We need to evacuate right now.’ Because we could like see the big smoke coming to us. So, then we like packed. We didn't pack everything. We packed a tiny, tiny little bit. 

EMMA JAYE: We didn't have much time, like five-ten minutes. So, we also thought we are going to be able to come back so we all packed like overnight clothes and stuff like that. But we grabbed all our animals. Everyone got out alive, thankfully. But, yeah, a lot of our prized possessions were still in that house. And we didn't get to take all of it. 

LAYLA: We didn't know where it was or how big it was, or any information. We knew nothing. We knew there was fire. And that was it. So, throughout the night, my dad would check just to make sure it wasn't coming closer to us. Just because we had no information. And even if it was coming, no one would tell us to evacuate. So, everyone is basically on their own, trying to make the best decisions for themselves. And it was made it harder with no power. And you're just in the dark trying to figure out what was going on.

NOELANI: At like about 10:30, we had to evacuate because we saw the fire was coming up. So, we evacuated to the other side. And we slept in the Safeway parking lot. 

EMMA JAYE: We're just blessed to get to the other side, safe. We could see five cars behind us, cars are getting devoured by the smoke. And we just barely made it out. I felt really sad because all my memories from like, preschool stuff like that, was all in the house. So, something my mom said everything can be replaced, but not everything could be replaced.

LAYLA: The people who didn't lose their homes still needed help, because the roads were closed, and all the stores were closed because there was no power and people couldn't get to work. There's no gas. So, everyone on the west side of the island, there's only one road in and out. So, one way that people in the community found a solution was flying in planes from the other side of the island to bring in like diapers, toilet paper, food, water, clothes, all that stuff for people in need. 

LAYLA: Over 600 people came to our gym, and like people in the school, they helped give them food and the needs they needed. And I just feel grateful that like, everyone is rallying around each other. 

MILO: After the fires. I went to Kapalua Airport where they were delivering food and baby stuff and like paper towels and toilet paper. And I went and helped them deliver that. People need a lot of supplies because they could have lost their house, or they didn't have cars. And if they have newborn babies, all their like baby clothes and like formula was gone.   

EMMA JAYE: My mum started a ‘Go-fund-me’ on Facebook. Everyone's been donating to us friends, family, random people have been donating us. People have been helping us find a house. And one of my dad's friends has been letting us stay there for a while until we find our own place. I am very excited to come back to school because I just need to get my mind off things and the fire.

LAYLA: I’m going back to school, and it's the only school on the west side that's opening. And I feel grateful that I have this opportunity. But at the same time, like I want all these other kids to be able to come to school and have some normalcy. 

MILO: I'm excited to go back to school to see all my friends and ask how they're doing, and like meet new people. School is important, because you need to like, learn how to do it. Learn how to do like math and like science. And you need to learn that to move on.

EMMA JAYE: I think it's going to slowly get built back up. But I don't think it's going to happen really fast because people are still trying to like, rebuild like powerlines back up, and those materials to rebuild that stuff are not really easy to get, I feel like. So, I think it's just going to take a little bit.

LAYLA: The community is helping each other so much, because here on the island, we're all just such a close-knit family, and there's just an ‘Aloha’ spirit. 

NOELANI: The kind of people that live here are like nice, kind people.

MILO: We can help each other by like giving them supplies they need, or like letting them stay at your house for like a couple of nights or like, asking them if we need to say like a prayer for them.

LAYLA: When you see someone in need, you want to help them because if you were in need, you would want someone else to help you too. 

Sinking Cities

Reporter: Josh Langman

INTRO: Now, you've probably heard of sinking ships, but have you ever heard of sinking cities? Strange as it sounds, a lot of famous cities around the world really are disappearing under water and it's having a big impact on people who live there. Josh found out more.

TOUR GUIDE: You tired of the same old boring holiday destinations?

TOURIST: Ugh. Paris again? Blegh.

TOUR GUIDE: Well, why not get on board with the tours of the future? Literally. FutureTours will take you to iconic destinations in the distant future. Like: future New York. Future Venice. And even future Tokyo.

JOSH LANGMAN, REPORTER: Yeah, while this is a bit extreme, there may come a time when travelling to some of the world's most iconic destinations could involve getting pretty wet. Because believe it or not, these cities are sinking. In fact, there are over 30 sinking cities around the world: including Jakarta, Tokyo, New Orleans, Miami, Houston, Alexandria, Amsterdam, and Venice.

Now, look - before you hit the panic button, know this: when we say "sinking" we actually mean a pretty slow sinking. Like, a few millimetres or centimetres a year slow. But it's already having a pretty big impact in some places.

Like here, in Bangkok in Thailand. See those power lines poking out of the water? Yeah - there used to be an entire fishing village there. But now, it's disappeared under the water. And the local primary school now only has 4 remaining students, after many families were forced to leave the area.

PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHER: The school used to be in front of the temple, but it's been moved back 3 times. So now the school is behind the temple.

So what's going on?

Well, this sinking feeling is partly because of climate change, which is melting glaciers and causing sea levels to rise. It's also causing more extreme weather, which contributes to coastal erosion.

But for many cities, it also comes down to something called 'subsidence'. That's when the ground underneath buildings and structures become compressed and moves downward, causing them to literally sink. And that happens partly because of the ground cities are built on. Bangkok, for example, was built on a lot of soft clay. Similarly, Venice is built on a muddy lagoon, which means it isn't very stable. And it's also because of the sheer weight of the city. Over in New York, all the buildings combined weigh a whopping 764 billion kg. That's 140 million elephants by the way and it's a lot of pressure.

Subsidence can also be made worse when humans pump water out of the ground for drinking and irrigation, causing it to compress even further. So, what do we do about it?

Well, that's a bit of a tough one. Some places have taken pretty drastic action, like Jakarta, in Indonesia. It's now the fastest sinking city in the world, dropping up to 15 centimetres a year. Which is pretty high when you compare it to the rate of some other cities. So, authorities are planning to abandon Jakarta altogether. And they've already started building a new capital here in Borneo. And over the next few years, they'll begin the mammoth task of shifting some of the city's 10.56 million residents.

Some countries are trying to engineer ways to save their cities by using things like seawalls and water pumps, and by limiting construction and groundwater extraction. Then there are more futuristic ideas, like building cities that can float on water. Woah. But while that may be a solution further down the track, right now, there are a lot of people around the world dealing with the reality of sinking cities. And an uncertain and soggy future.

Quiz

On average, how many days a year does Venice flood? 10 days, 50 days or 100 days? It's 100 days.

Sport

It was the controversy of the season in the Adelaide Crows' clash against the Sydney Swans on Saturday night. Ben Keays kicked this epic goal with just over a minute left on the clock, to give the crows the win, or so they thought. Yup, the goal umpire put a quick stop to the celebrations calling it as a behind because he thought the ball hit the post and didn't ask for a score review. But replays showed quite clearly that it was in fact a goal and the next day the AFL admitted it too. The call cost the Crows the game and knocked them out of finals contention leaving footy fans from all corners of the country outraged. The AFL's since apologised for the mistake and the goal umpire's been stood down for the rest of the season.

There's been a big announcement in the lead up to the 2023 AFL Women's season launch. This year the AFL will award equal prizemoney for the men's and women's competitions for the first time ever. This means the reward offered to AFLW players will almost double with $1.1 million dollars to be split between the top eight teams for the upcoming season. 

And Aussie Jemima Montag has claimed Australia' first medal at the World Athletics Championships at Budapest. She walked away with silver. Literally, she's a walker. And she's the first Aussie woman to take the podium in the sport since 1999. Things didn't end quite so happily for fellow Aussie, Rohan Browning. He was the first male sprinter to make the 100m semifinal in 28 years, but got knocked out before the final.

Hip Hop History

Reporter: Josh Langman

INTRO: Finally, today, to hip-hop. The world just celebrated the 50th anniversary of the musical genre that's given us some of the world's most famous artists. Here's Josh to tell us how it all began.

JOSH LANGMAN, REPORTER: The year: 1973. The location: 1520 Sedgwick Avenue, The Bronx. The Event: the 'Back to School Jam' party. A little-known artist by the name of DJ Kool Herc explodes onto the scene, showcasing a musical technique he called "The Merry-Go-Round" - looping the instrumental breaks of songs together on two turntables over and over again. Little did he know, he was changing the game and giving birth to "hip-hop".

Pretty soon this new type of music had taken over the neighbourhood.

MARK NAISON, HISTORY PROFESSOR: South Bronx was this giant soundscape that everywhere you went, music was coming out of apartments, it was coming out of grocery stores, it was coming out of clubs.

Different DJs would put their own spin on the sound, and many would go on to become legends.

FAT JOE, RECORDING ARTIST: When you talk about Afrika Bambaataa, Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, these are the three founding fathers of the whole culture.

The people introducing the DJs would entertain the crowds between songs by talking and joking. And soon enough, rap became a big part of hip-hop, along with breakdancing.

E-40, RECORDING ARTIST: The first song I ever heard was 'Rapper's Delight,' 1979. I was in the seventh grade. Back then we had boomboxes. No doubt for sure that was the first hip-hop song ever played. From then on, I love rap. When I first heard The Sugarhill Gang, I wanted to be a rapper.

It became a big part of Black American culture, giving people from poor and disadvantaged communities an outlet to speak about important social issues. And by the 80s, hip-hop records had started to hit the U.S. Billboard charts.

Soon enough, hip-hop had spread to countries all around the world - including here in Australia, where it's had a big impact on a lot of people. Including the ABC's very own hip-hop star Rulla Kelly-Mansell.

RULLA KELLY-MANSELL, HIP-HOP ARTIST: Being Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander in this country, when I first heard hip-hop, I found a lot of correlation to what was happening here, or the feeling of what it was to be misunderstood because of your ethnicity, or your family background or your colour of your skin. The people that have inspired me, I'm connected to them by their authenticity - to the way they say what they're saying, and why they say what they're saying.

JOSH: Why do you think that hip hop has been so impactful for youth - like kids and teenagers?

RULLA: You're learning words, you know? You're learning how to articulate. You're learning sounds. You're learning different genres of sounds to mix in. A lot of hip hop sound is a blend of different genres. So, you're getting inspirations from a lot of jazz and soul and rock, and all these beautiful pockets of music.

Of course, today, hip-hop is everywhere. And it's kinda hard to imagine a world without it. But those who were there at the beginning say it's changed the world for the better.

MARK NAISON, HISTORY PROFESSOR: Nobody involved in Bronx hip-hop made big money. But they saved lives. They gave lives meaning.

Closer

Well, that's all we have for today, but we'll be back before you know it, and if you miss us in the meantime, you can always check in with BTN Newsbreak right here in the studio every weekday or head to our website for BTN High stories. Have a great week and I’ll see you soon. Bye!
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The Crochet Guy

We meet Jorden, who developeda love
of crochet during COVID 9 lockdowns.

Kosciuszko Trek Kid

We meet 13 year old Evawho has
cerebral palsy and recently conquered
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We meet twelve year old Melody, who
tallsus what s lie living with cystic
fbrosis.
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Rainbow Laces

We meet 13 year old Abbie, who started
the Rainbow Laces Project whichis
allabout creating visibiliy for the
LGBTQIA+ community.
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