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A little girl is born with a mysterious bump on her bottom that soon grows 
into a beautiful tail that expresses her emotions. It wags her joy, flicks her 
anger, droops in sadness, or hooks into a curious question mark. The little 
girl’s parents proudly celebrate their daughter’s uniqueness, encouraging 
her exuberant self-expression. At school, her tail inspires magical make-
believe adventures with her friends, transforming into a snake or dragon, 
an explorer’s telescope or a magic wand. 

The magic ends, however, when the girl reaches her teenage years and 
finds she is bullied and rejected for her difference. Her tail becomes a 
freakish, unattractive thing that sets her apart from the crowd. Desperate 
to fit in, the teenager tries to hide her tail – but nothing works. As 
sadness overcomes her, the girl’s worried parents call the doctor for 
advice. He insists her tail be removed at once and the teenager is rushed 
into surgery. 

With her tail sealed in a jar in a cupboard, she now conforms to social 
expectations but the young woman feels no emotions at all. Life becomes 
numb and dreary and she finds herself alone. Finally, she calls the doctor 
to ask him to reattach her tail, but he refuses. At this, the young woman 
takes the jar from her cupboard and hurls her tail from a cliff into the 
stormy ocean. A strange feeling stirs inside her and she lifts up the back 
of her coat as a beautiful new tail begins to grow.

An animated short film starring Oscar-winner Cate Blanchett, using a 
striking collage of 3D animated characters and hand-made miniature sets.
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