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[ABC Kids podcast sting – this is an ABC podcast]

[Dinosaur roars and exciting music]
Amanda: From carnotaurus to chasmosaurus… and rhoetosaurus to riojasaurus… phew… that’s a lot of asauruses. It’s time to pit some ancient animals head-to-head in the greatest race of all time!
[Crowd cheers and exciting music]
Amanda and child’s voice: Welcome to… the Diiiiiinoooooooo Dome!  
Amanda: Every week, a prehistoric pair races for the coveted Dino Dome cup. There are sprints, hurdles, cross-country marathons.
But this is no ordinary event. The landscape and conditions are always different, from rainforests to deserts and tornadoes to volcanoes… anything goes in the Dino Dome!   
I’m your host, Amanda Shalala. And please welcome my right-hand man, the Dino Dome fact-o-saurus,  Tim Richards!
[Crowd cheers]
[bookmark: _Hlk89177699]Tim: Thanks Amanda, let’s see which Mesozoic monsters are going tooth to talon in today’s clash.
Amanda, Tim and child’s voice: Let’s get ready to roar!
[Bell and applause]
Child’s voice on megaphone: Weighing in at a trim 10 kilos – about as heavy as a sausage dog - and as tall as a wallaby, it’s a little Australian herbivore all the way from the early Cretaceous. Let’s hear it for… leaellynasaura!
[Roar and applause]
Child’s voice on megaphone: And all the way from the North American late Cretaceous, weighing in at 50 kilos – about as heavy as a rottweiler - and standing as tall as a sunflower. Give it up for… Trodon!
[Roar and applause]
Amanda: Wow! Trodon towers over leaellynasaura, but she’s still quite small in dino terms.
What other creature features could help today’s competitors, Tim?
Tim: Well, both of today’s racers have big, bulging eyes.
 That suggests they see well in the dark… but check out the difference between where they’re positioned. Trodon’s eyes are forward facing, great for judging distances, while Leaellynasaura has eyes on the sides of her head, better for a wide view.
Amanda: Interesting! 
Hey, can we call them Tro and Lee?
Tim: Too easy, Amanda!
Amanda: Now let’s see where today’s race is set.
[Dino Dome sting ‘anything goes in the Dino Dome’]
[Crackling and mechanical sounds]
Amanda: I spy trees! Looks like a forest blanketed in thick, white…. snow!
Tim: And look… it’s a humungous, icy glacier!
Amanda: Whoa! Just the sight of that thing gives me the shivers.
Tim: And the finish line is on the other side of that deep, dark crevasse!
Amanda: Alrighty… we’ve got a cross country race through a snow-covered forest, up and over a glacier and ending on the other side of that scary crevasse.
Dinos did you bring your snow skis?
[Dinosaur squawks]
Tim: That’d be a no, Amanda!
Amanda: Never mind… on your marks, get set…
Amanda and Tim: Dinos goooooooooooooooooo!
Amanda: And both dinos are up and running… they don’t seem to be bothered by the cold, Tim? 
Tim: That’s right. Both our dinos are from cool climates. Tro’s from the Arctic, and Lee’s from both the Arctic and Antarctic.
Amanda: I thought Lee was an Aussie?
Tim: Well, she was discovered at Dinosaur Cove, in what’s now Victoria, but millions of years ago - back in the Cretaceous, that part of the country was attached to Antarctica.
Amanda: Ah yes, of course!
Look at Lee go – she’s teeny tiny, but she’s weaving in and out of those trees like a pro!
Tim: Yep, both of today’s dinos run on their two hind legs, and Lee is so light and speedy, she almost looks like she could fly.
Amanda: She does! And check out Lee’s tail! Reminds me a bit of a lyrebird.
Tim: Her tail is super long, isn’t it? About three times as long as her body.
Amanda: About the length of two cricket bats, I’d reckon.
Tim: But, you know, no one is quite sure whether Lee’s tail had feathers. What we do know, is her body was covered in hair, or fur.
Amanda: Tro has feathers though - can she fly?
Tim: She is a feathered fiend, and a close relative of today’s birds… but no, not really a flier.
Amanda: Brrrrr… well I hope Tros’ feathers and Lee’s fur can keep them both warm. They’re basically neck-and-neck but the snow is pounding down!
Tim: It sure is, Amanda. In fact, I’m losing sight of the dinos among the trees!
[Snow storm sounds]
Amanda: Wowee. This isn’t ordinary snow anymore, it’s a blizzard!
[Dinosaur cry]
Tim: Ok, I’ve spotted Lee – just! She’s slightly ahead, but she seems to be clawing at the ground.
Amanda: Tro’s spotted Lee too… she’s running straight for her.
Lee’s going to be OK isn’t she? I mean… Tro is a carnivore, remember.
Tim: I don’t think that’s what’s happening – there’s no time for snacks in a blizzard.
Lee is digging.
Amanda: Why?
Tim: To escape the snowstorm!
Amanda: Ah! 
Tim: And Tro is probably lingering nearby so she can huddle in the burrow for warmth too!
Amanda: How clever.
Tim: Funny you should say that… Tro is renowned as the smartest of all dinos - she has an unusually large brain.
Amanda: Hey! Lee has disappeared in the burrow.
Tim: Tro’s crawled in too!
Amanda: Can we get a camera in the hole? We can’t call this race if we can’t see the dinos.
[Camera zooming]
Amanda: Whoa… it’s spooky down here.
But I still can’t see a thing – it’s too dark!
Tim: Remember Amanda – our dinos today both have BIG eyes – so they won’t have a problem seeing down here.
In fact, in their usual habitats, they can live through long periods of darkness during polar winters… so it makes sense that their eyes are adapted to see in low light.
Amanda: Is that… Lee in the corner?
Tim: Ah, I see what’s she’s doing! She’s keeping toasty! See her tail? It’s so long and flexible, she’s wrapped it around herself like a fluffy blanket to keep warm!
Amanda: Awwww! I want a long, fluffy tail!
I bet Tro wishes she had one too. 
Tim: Tro’s tail is long and stiff, but great for balance.
Although, she’s a bit uncomfortable in this burrow. I think she’s a bit too big for it.
Amanda: Let’s see what’s happening back on ground level.
[Camera zooming]
[Birds singing]
Amanda: Hey, Tim! The blizzard’s passed!
Tim: Phew! That’s a relief.
Amanda: And Tro’s not wasting any time climbing out of that burrow!
She’s up and out and on her way!
Tim: Wake up, Lee! Come on, you’ll miss the race!
Amanda: Tro’s running straight for the glacier!
There’s only one thing I can think of that’s worse than a massive hill climb, Tim.
Tim: What’s that, Amanda?
Amanda: A massive, icy, slippery, hill climb!
But that’s what Tro’s about to do! Look, up she goes!
Tim: We saw Lee’s speed in the forest, but Tro is mighty quick too.
Amanda: And her longer legs give her an advantage on this incline.
Tim: Where is Lee?
Amanda: Look at Tro go! She’s striding over those slippery sections!
Tim: Her tough feet are probably helping too. She has three clawed toes, including a retractable sickle claw that she could release for fighting!
Amanda: Yikes!
Tim: Where is Lee?
Amanda: Oh… right. Is she still in the burrow? Can we get the camera back in the hole?
[Camera zoom]
[Snoring]
Amanda: Yep… there she is.
Lee! LEE! Wake up!
[Yawn]
Tim: Finally! Lee! You need to get to the glacier or this’ll be all over red rover!
[Crowd applause]
Amanda: She’s up and out!
But, hang on… now Tro has stopped.
Is she… taking a seat on the glacier?
Tim: I can’t be sure but it looks like… yep… she’s about to lay!
Amanda: No, Lee is back down in the forest – she just got out of the burrow – she’ll be at the glacier soon.
Tim: No, not ‘Lee’, lay! Tro is about to lay… as in… lay an egg.
[Egg laying]
Amanda: Holy Hagryphus!
Tro is laying eggs! One, two, three… woah there’s heaps!
Tim: And now she’s digging.
Amanda: Tro burrows too?
Tim: No, she’s burying the eggs. A glacier probably isn’t the best spot for them to be honest.
Amanda: Yeah… doesn’t she need to keep them warm?
Tim: Nah, that’s what Trodon dads are for.
Amanda: We’ll make sure these eggs get delivered to Tro dad, stat.
Tim: All that laying has given Lee plenty of time to catch up!
Amanda: She’s right on Tro’s tail! But you know what’s next, Tim.
Tim: Remind me.
Amanda: The humungous crack in the ice that could swallow both our dinos forevermore.
Tim: Oh, right… the crevasse!
[Dramatic music]
Amanda: Both dinos are sprinting straight towards it.
Who’s better placed here to clear the crack of doom, Tim?
Tim: Well, Tro has the longer legs and potentially the lengthier leap capacity.
But, with a good run-up, Lee can make it too.
Amanda: Here comes Tro!
She’s speeding up…
She’s pumping those legs…
She’s launching…
She’s……
[Falling and crash]
In the crevasse!
Tim: Oh no! And here comes Lee!
Amanda: She’s sprinting…
She’s… wobbling?
Tim: It’s like a zig zag.
Amanda: Best to go in a straight line, Lee!
Tim: Ah – you know what it is? Those eyes positioned on the sides of her head… her scope is too wide… she’s not focusing on the crevasse right in front of her.
Amanda: But she’s almost there!
She’s…
[Falling and crash]
In the crevasse!
Tim: We’re going to have to stick that camera into the crack.
[Camera zoom]
Amanda: There’s Tro. She’s holding onto an icicle!
Tim: Thank goodness! Tro’s clawed fingers have come in handy!
Amanda: Literally! What a grip!
But where’s Lee?
Tim: We’re gonna need to send the camera deeper into the crevasse.
[Camera zoom]
Tim: Wait!
Amanda: There she is!
She’s holding onto Tro’s tail!
Tim: Both their lives depend on Tro being able to claw herself out of the crevasse!
Amanda: Climb, Tro, climb!
Tim: Here she goes… 
Clawing up the icy cliff face.
Amanda: What a hero!
Tim: And it’s not just her hands helping - look at her toes and that sickle claw!
Amanda: Not just used for fighting afterall!
Tim: One more reach…
Amanda: One more step…
Tim:  and Amanda: She’s out of the crevasse!
Amanda: And little Lee is still hanging on to that tough Tro tail!
Tim: Tro is running for the finish line.
Amanda: Go Tro! Go!
[Siren and applause]
Amanda: And she’s done it!
Trodon wins the race! With Leaellynasaura literally on her tail…
Um… does someone need to prise her off?
Tim: Put your woollies on, Amanda. You need to head to Centre Dome for the trophy presentation.
I’ll run our domers through an action replay.
[Action replay music]
Tim: Both dinos were off to a speedy start through our snow-covered forest… then a blizzard forced Lee to dig a burrow for warmth, and Tro jumped in behind her. Lee curled up for a toasty snooze with her furry tail for a blankie, while Tro scrambled out of the burrow as soon as the snow storm passed. Naptime slowed her down, but a surprise egg-laying saw Lee catch up. Both dinos tried to cross the crevasse at once… but neither of them made it… but luckily, Tro’s claw helped her latch onto an icicle and climb out, with Lee literally on her tail as she crossed the finish line.
Amanda: Thanks Tim!
And I’m here with our winner.
[Falling and crash]
Amanda: Oh…
Tim: What’s happened Amanda?
Amanda: I, ah, dropped the trophy… in the crevasse.
Tim: Maybe I should take over the presentations from here on in.
Amanda: And that’s it for today’s Dino Dome! Join us next week to see who’ll be competing, and where they’ll end up in the greatest race of all time!
[Dino Dome theme music ends as crowd cheers]
Disclaimer: No dinosaurs were harmed in the making of Dino Dome, as they’re all extinct. Therefore, all sounds in Dino Dome were made by humans and animals, including vultures, emus, camels and goats. [Goat bleats] Yes, goats. 
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