
Department of Industrial Relations i . • � 
· . Division of Occupational Health -�· . .,,. 

N. Caruana
· 

-Joseph Street � 
Head of Building
A.B.C.

Services Lidcombo, N.S.W. 2141 
Add·rass reply to 

GPO Box 9994
SYDNEY 2001 00 

P.O. Bolt 163. Lidcomba, N.S W 2141

Our reference 
Your roferonco 

· 3963

1/5/28:CT:JMcB 
Phone: 646 0222 

�f�Of). 
. aJ,_4-/7 

'15 June 1984 

A N A L Y S I S 

·sample No. Submitted by Date Received 

D412 N. Caruana 1/6/84 

Origin -of Sample 

Sample from ceiling insulation - Studio 22,· Gore Hill 

Description or Sample Assay Results 

s·oft brown fibrous material Amosite asbestos 

Remarks 

The sample was analysed by polarising microscopy and found to contain 
amosite asbestos as a major component. 

Any work carried out on the above materials to be in accordance with 
Regulation 84A-J "Construction Work Involving Asbestos or Asbestos 
Cement" 1983, as amended, of the NSW Construction Safety Act, 1912. 

R.C. JONES
Officer in Charge
Industrial Hygiene Branch
For Director

Techn_ical _Officer (Scientific) 
Industrial Hygiene Branch 

EVA FRANCIS 
Scienti'fic Officer 

ABC FOI 2016-038
Document 1



I I t�;:·�, .. �,,. ... ·.1·) New South W;:lles Gow�rnment ,.:,,�t':�: .' 

Department of Industrial Relations 1 .• ,�· Dlv.lslon of Occupational Health�� � d • 

N. Caruana Joseph S1reol � 
H d f B ·1ct S 

· Lldcombe,N.S.W.2141 ea o ui ing ervices 
Address reply to 

Australian Broadcasting Corp. P.O. Box 163, LhJc:ombe, N.S W 2141 

145-153 Elizabeth St 
SYDNEY 2000 00 Our reference 

Your rnlerance 
3963 

1 /5/28: ct: JMcB 
Phone: 646 0222 

A N A L Y S I S 15.8.84 

·sample No. Su_bmitted by. 

D629 D630

Origin of Sample 

PROPERTY STORE, GORE HILL
D629 · Painted fibro 
D630 Unpainted fibro 

Descr1pt1on·of Sample 

N. Caruana

D629 Grey compacted fibreboard
with one painted side 

D630 Grey compacted fibreboard 

Remarks 

Assay Results 

Date Received 
·

31 . 7 .84 

Chrysotile asbestos & cellulose
in a bonded cement matrix. 

Amosite asbestos & cellulose in a
bonded cement matrix. 

The samples were analysed. by polarising microscopy and the resu.'. ts are above
Any work carried out on the above material is to be in accordance with 
Regulation 84A-J 11 Constr1.Jction Work Invoiving Asbestos ,,r Asbestos 
Cement" 1983, as amended 1984, of the NSW Construction Safety Act, 1912.

'���--=------z----7 
._________,_Sf-���� in Charge 

Industrial Hygiene Branch
, _, For Director 

�-�� 
Technical Of �r-fScientific)
Industrial Hygiene Branch 

RVA FRANCISff. 
S""6r., Pn"t, f"', r 11 , r PT 
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��\!l A.B.C. 

,' 

:'rom (Desig'n)·: 
I 

Our R
.
ef/File No: 

To: 

.s 
ndRels 

INTER - OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

FedFP&SO (Dep't/State): 

GOG:JS Your Rllf/File No: 

HO Phone Ext'n:. __ _,2 ...... 7...,.2�--

Date: ___ 1_7 _. 8_._8_4 __ _ 

Subject: INTERIM REPORT ON ASBESTOS - GORE HILL STUDIOS

tn: Mr. K. Conn lly 
TV On phoning the Conmonwealth Institute of Health on 13.8.84, the 

following i.nformation has been verbally given�-&E 

\ 171 - 3/84. 

i 
I 

I 
I 
i 

. , 

Static.Samples 

1) Ceiling of studio 21
2) Airconditioning intake studio 21
3) Behind insulating tiles studio 23
4) Control Room 23
5) Iron Roof studjo 22

Air Sampling Result 

Results 

Asbestos (Amos·tte) 
Non-Asbestos 
Non-Asbestos 
Non-Asbestos � 
Asbestos (Amosite) · -

. \ -· '-

A 11 samples analy�ed gave a negative result, i.e., there were no 
measurable amounts of asbestos. 

' 

This information was related by Mr. G. Dennis and he advised that a 
complete written report would be forthcoming as early as possible.• 

�-tJ1�-
u G.D. aEORGESON 
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._;ilj:: 
Commonwealth Institute of Health 

in the University of Sydney 

COPIED: 7.3.BS .-·· ... � 
A/CAs/ 
HdBui1dS 

Department of Occupational and Environmental 

l. Kelly (2)

Health IndRels

Tll11phon,: 102) 660 9222 
Tllax: C.1.0. H,S.U. AA71942 
REF: 

\ • •· , · ,, t ·, I; , 

',U3°::.1'1'S /3ttl� 

·Building A.27,
University of Sydney, 

NSW Australln 2006 

10th September, 1984. 

The General .Manager, 
ABC Television Studios, 
2 PacifiG Highway, 
GORE HILL. N.S.W. 2065. 

Attention: Mr G. D. Georgeson, 

'6iii361la 
. . _.. . . .. . -'•. :. ·--

Federal Fire Prevention and 
Safety Officer. 

Dear Sir, 

Presence of Asbestos ·Materials 
Gore Hill Studios 

. .. .
.. . 

::.··· 

. Officers of the Commonwealth Institute of Health·visited·�he 
Gore Hill TV Studios, numbers 21, 22 -and 23, at your -request, .. in the 
company of: Mr K. Conolly, ABC Industrial ·Relations Officer; . .-, .. 
Mr A. Duncan, an officer of the ABC Staff .Association, N.S.W. ·.:Branch; 
Mr G. D. Georgeson, ABC Federal Fire 'Prevention -and Safety ·of fie er.· ·· 

The purpose of the visit �as to .inspect locations in the TV 
studios and in the connecting corridors where .a_sbest·os c·ontaining 
insulation was suspected to be present; to sample and assess the 
condition of these insulations; to determine if any health risk was 
posed to the occupants of the studios and, finally, to make professional 
recommendations for future preventive actions. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

This.report addresses a number of issues as follows: 

The extent and condition of the ,fabestos material 
The level·of potential health risks associated with the asbestos 
based material 
Our recommendations 
Asbestos Management Programme. 

. •• /2 

. � .- .· 

. . ,. 

. . . ··. \. 

·· ·· . ...
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2. 

Extent and Condition of the As::,estos Material 

Studio 21 

N 

3 

s 

-· -· -· i
i 

r 
I 

l Cat-walk 

! / Not to scale. 
I :.· 

v; E 
I�! 

i 

I 1 

I I 
t 1 I 

l, 2 and 

3 indicate areas on the 

ceiling where bulk 

samples were taken 

The ceiling of Studio 21 is lined with fibre glass panels ... , ·: ..... - .. ,
covered with a yellow textile fabric. Behind the panel, there .is a. . :. ·· - -· ._ ..
layer ·of .sprayed amosite (brown asbestos) in a cementitious binder :.:I see ··,),_-/�·':"_··_.· · 
Plates l and 2]. The distance between the suspended fibre glass batts · -: _,_'. ;':: 
and the sprayed amosite is approximately 10 cm. ·-rhe asbestos insulation_\·/:·\ . .

. ·is well tamped on and ·it is, generally, ·111 a good ·condition. · ln c5oi:ne · · _: ;)i<:·.• ',:.< · · 
areas 9 where maintenance work has been carried out .and :where the -;:·"J�- , \ : '. .:: '� :{.'_''.:- '. _:
suspended ceiling has been attached, small areas of asbestos have .. ·': ·· ' ·
become detached. ·,/, . ...

In the Control Room that- connects to Studio 21 there is ·a · . 
. false metal ceiling with fibre glass i_nsulation on the back of the :metal 

tiles. As the tiles �ould not be moved, it is not .known whether there 
is any asbestos behind the tiles. 

Studio 22 

Ceiling insulation, eastern aspect. This insulation is · .' .. --­
similar to Studio 21. The asbestos, however, is not quite as firmly 
tamped ·as in Studio 21. Where cables have been ducted and metal straps 
fastened to the ceiling, the asbestos has been dam�ged. 

In the north-eastern corner the asbestos is tamped to a 
dimpled appearance. 

The northern and western aspects of the ceiling insulation 
are similar to the north-eastern corner, Le. ·the .asbestos is dimpled. 



/ 

3. 

Studio 23 

The false· acoustic ceiling was so firmly fastened that tiles 
could not be removed. A sample of the insulation, taken through a gap, 
has been identified as fibre glass, using optical microscopy, polarised 
light/first order red and dispersion staining techniques. We were unable 
to ascertain what is contained behind this layer. 

Passage-way behind .Studio 23 

The removal of the ceiling tiles revealed soundly encapsulated 
insulating material, later identified by optical microscopy using 
polarised light/first order red and dispersion staining techniques as 
amosite (brown asbestos). The encapsulating white paint is in excellent 
condition. 

For the protection of maintenance workers the Asbestos Warning 
Sign should be displayed between the -tiles and the encapsula_ted asbestos. 

2. The Level of Potential Health Risks associated with the Asbestos
Based Materials

Due to concern by staff of the possibility of -showering dust ·· 

during placements of lights, it was decided that monitoring for airborne· .. 
asbestos should be carried out 1n Studio 22, on three occasions, 
representing 11• ideally: · · :· :-.--�·:-... _

maximum activity_.­
normal -activity 

zero activity 

... ·: 

�. . : -�·· ;-· . 

:':� {"-:\-

Monitorings were carried out on 25th, 27th July ·,and 10th August·�--r,,'·. 
1984 for approximately four hours, according to the ·NH & MRC ·•Membrane , ... _1

· :·_
filter method for estimating airborne asbestos dust 1

, using acceptable 
modifications to the graticule · and counting criteria.·

Results are shown in "Tables l D 2·and 3.

TABLE 1. · Result of Sampling for Airborne Asbestos Fibres in
Studio 22, Gore Hill, 25th July, 1964. "Normal Activity" 

Location Fibres per millilitre of air

Control Room less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
southern wall less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
western wall

less than 0.01

One metre from mid section of
less than 0;01 northern wall

On the 11cat-walk11

0 two metres less than 0.01 from air conditioning outlet 

Actual conditions during sampling: 'Air conditioning Mas operating; . ·
fire door �as open; activity best described .as minimal to normal 

+ •• �·;': • 



( 4.

TABLE 2. Results of Sampling for Airborne Asbestos Fibres in 
Studio 22, Gore Hill, 27th July, 1984. "Maximum Activity" 

Location Fibres per millilitre of air 

Control Room less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
southern wall less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
western wall less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
northern wall

less than 0.01 

One metre from mid section of 
eastern wall less than 0.01 

On the "cat-walk", two metres 
from air conditioning outlet less than 0.01 

Actual conditions .during sampling: i\ir conditioning was operating; 
fire door was'- open; activity was maximum during the first hour 
then normal for the remainder of sampling time 

TABLE 3, Results of Sampling for Airborne Asbestos Fibres .in 
Studio 22, Gore Hill, 10th August, 1984. "Zero AcUvity"_ 

Location -Fibres per·millilitre of air
. .

Control Room less than 0 .• 01 
;. '{. 

One metre from mid section ·of . less than 0.01 .. 

southern wall .. ·•··. 

One metre from mid section of less than 0.01 western wall 

One metre from mid section of less than 0.01 northern wall 

One metre from mid section of less than 0.01 eastern wall 

On the "cat-walk", two metres les·s than 0.01 from air conditioning outlet 

Actual conditions during sampling: Air conditioning was not operating; 
fire door was open; T.V. acting training was conducted in the
first hour, with lights on then all .activity ceased, lights were 
switched off and there was no activity thereafter 

Microscopic examination of the dust collected indicated the 
presence of the usual grit and mineral matter. Counting all fibrous 
material (usually paper fibres and not necessarily asbestos) indicated 
that the air ·in these locations contained values much les�· than 
0.01 fibres per millilitre of air which 1s the practical detection.limit 

� . 

,. 

.. . ; . 

· ... . . .  , .. .. ... . . .. ,. •': ._, 
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