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Victoria Restrictions 

1. Discuss the BTN story with another student and record the main points of your discussion. 

2. Where in Victoria do kids have to go back to learning from home? Locate the areas affected using 

Google Maps. 

3. Which kids affected by the lockdown can continue going to school? 

4. Why have parts of Victoria had to go back into lockdown? 

5. Who decided that a lockdown was necessary? 

6. When are people allowed to leave their home? 

7. The Government has made it compulsory for people to wear _____________ when they go out. 

8. How has the lockdown affected people in Albury-Wodonga?  

9. What are some of the difficulties with learning from home? 

10. How did this story make you feel? 

 

 

Hong Kong Laws 

1. Discuss the BTN story as a class. What issues were raised in the discussion? 

2. Where is Hong Kong? Find using Google Maps. 

3. What does Isabella like about Hong Kong? 

4. What is the national language of Hong Kong?  

5. Complete the following sentence. For 186 years Hong Kong was part of the British __________. 

6. Who did the United Kingdom take Hong Kong from in the 1800s? 

7. What did the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ policy mean for Hong Kong?  

8. Why have there been protests in Hong Kong over the years? 

9. Give an example of a new law that China has brought in for Hong Kong. 

10. What support has Australia offered to people in Hong Kong? 

 

 

TikTok Ban 

1. What did the BTN TikTok Ban story explain? 

2. What is TikTok? 

3. What information can the TikTok app collect if you opt in? 

4. Why are some concerned about TikTok collecting people’s personal information? 

5. Who owns the app TikTok? 

6. Why is there tension between China’s government and other countries? Give one reason.  

7. India has banned TikTok. True or false? 

8. Where does the company that owns TikTok store its users’ data? 

9. How can people keep their personal information safe when using apps like TikTok? 

10. Do you think TikTok should be banned? Why or why not? 

 

 

Mars Rovers 

1. Discuss the BTN Mars Rovers story with another student. 

2. Which three countries are sending rovers to Mars in July? 
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3. Why is July 2020 a good time to launch a rover to Mars?  

4. What will the United Arab Emirates’ mission to Mars study? 

5. This will be China’s first attempt to land on Mars. True or false?  

6. What will NASA’s rover collect when it goes to Mars?  

a. Rocks 

b. Water 

c. Gas 

7. What year did the Mariner mission to Mars happen? 

8. What does Mars look like? Describe and illustrate. 

9. Complete the following sentence. NASA has found organic molecules on Mars which are the building 

blocks of _______. 

10. Why is it hard to land on Mars? 

 

Check out the Mars Rovers resource on the Teachers page.  

 

 

Fictional Podcasts  

1. Briefly summarise the BTN Fictional Podcasts story. 

2. Mackaroy Uncovered is the ABC’s first fictional podcast. True or false? 

3. What is Mackaroy Uncovered about? Write your own synopsis. 

4. What is a fictional podcast?  

5. How did families listen to radio plays in the 1930s and 40s? 

6. What happened after the radio drama War of the Worlds was first broadcast?  

7. Why did its author Orson Welles apologise to people? 

8. What are some advantages of podcasts over television? 

9. How are radio plays from the 1950s similar or different to podcasts of today? 

10. What do you like about podcasts? 

 

Check out the Fictional Podcasts resource on the Teachers page.  

http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
http://www.abc.net.au/btn/teachers.htm
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Teacher Resource 

Mars Rovers 
 

 
1. Discuss the BTN Mars Rovers story with another student. 

2. Which three countries are sending rovers to Mars in July? 

3. Why is July 2020 a good time to launch a rover to Mars?  

4. What will the United Arab Emirates’ mission to Mars study? 

5. This will be China’s first attempt to land on Mars. True or false?  

6. What will NASA’s rover collect when it goes to Mars?  

7. What year did the Mariner mission to Mars happen? 

8. What does Mars look like? Describe and illustrate. 

9. Complete the following sentence. NASA has found organic molecules 

on Mars which are the building blocks of _______. 

10. Why is it hard to land on Mars? 

 

 
Class Discussion 
Discuss the BTN Mars Rovers story as a class. Ask students to record what 

they know about Mars. What questions do they have? Use the following 

questions to help guide discussion: 

• Why is it called the Red Planet? 

• How similar are Mars and Earth? 

• Why do you think scientists want to 

explore Mars? 

• What might be some of the challenges 

of exploring it? 

• Think of three unanswered questions 

you have about Mars. Share them with 

the class. 

 

Challenge: How would you describe Mars to a friend who didn’t know 

anything about the planet? 

 

 

Glossary 

Students will develop a glossary of words and terms that relate to Mars. 

Below are some words to get them started.  
 

Solar system Atmosphere Mission 

Terrestrial Orbit  Planet  
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Students will develop a deeper 
understanding of Mars and the 
rovers sent to explore the planet. 
They will investigate what life 
would be like on Mars. 
 

 
 
 

 
Science - Year 5 
The Earth is part of a system of 
planets orbiting around a star (the 
sun). 
 
Scientific knowledge is used to 
solve problems and inform 
personal and community 
decisions. 
 
Science – Years 5 & 6 
With guidance, pose clarifying 
questions and make predictions 
about scientific investigations. 
 
Science involves testing 
predictions by gathering data and 
using evidence to develop 
explanations of events and 
phenomena and reflects historical 
and cultural contributions. 
 
Science – Year 7 
Scientific knowledge has changed 
peoples’ understanding of the 
world and is refined as new 
evidence becomes available. 
 

What do you 
know about 

Mars? 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=S&t=evidence
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Mars and Earth 
How does Mars compare to Earth? Students will research the information in the table below to find out about 

the similarities and differences.  

 

 Earth Mars 

Average temperature 

 (° Celsius) 
  

Number of moons   

Approximate year length (in Earth units)   

Approximate day length (in Earth units)   

Distance from the Sun   

Diameter 
  

 
 

 
Mars Research 

Students will be exploring Mars in more detail. They can develop their own key questions to investigate or 

respond to one or more of the questions below. Students can complete the following KWLH organiser to 

explore their knowledge and consider what they would like to know and learn. 

 

 What do I know? 
What do I want to 

know? 
What have I learnt? How will I find out? 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Here are some possible questions for students to research: 

• Mars has a thin atmosphere. What does that mean? 

• What are the geological features of Mars? 

• Was there ever life on Mars? 

• Find out more about Mars, including its surface, atmosphere and climate. How does Mars compare 

to Earth?  

• What have space missions discovered about Mars? 

• Should we be putting humans on Mars? Explore the pros and cons. 

• In Roman mythology, who was Mars? 
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Meet Perseverance  
Students will find out more about the Mars rover Perseverance and learn about the goals of the Mars 2020 

mission. Watch this short NASA video to learn more about the mission and the rover’s capabilities. Students 

can then respond to the following questions. 

 

• What are the two new objectives of the mission? 

• How is the Mars 2020 mission similar to the Curiosity mission? 

• What will new landing technologies mean for this mission? 

• What do the three landing sites have in common? 

• There are instruments on board the rover that are designed to seek evidence of ________________. 

• Why is it important to collect samples from Mars? 

 

Ask students to choose one of the science goals to explore in more detail. 

 

Mars Exploration Rovers 
Students will look at what previous Mars exploration rovers have discovered.  What have been the top 

science findings on the missions? Go to the NASA website and choose one of the findings to explore in more 

detail. Students can share what they have discovered with another student.  
 

 
 

Look at the different instruments on the Mars Exploration Rovers and choose one to explore in more detail. 

Record information about the instrument: 

 

• Main job of the instrument 

• Location on the rover 

• Size and weight  

• Draw a picture of the instrument 

https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/mission/overview/
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/mission/overview/
https://youtu.be/s595S1Vf3PE
https://mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/mission/overview/
https://mars.nasa.gov/mer/mission/overview/
https://mars.nasa.gov/mer/mission/overview/


 
©ABC 2020 

 

 

 

Images of Mars     
Students look at the photographs of the surface of Mars and respond to the following questions: 

• Describe the image. What can you see? 

• What does the image tell you about Mars? 

• How is it similar to Earth? 

• Imagine you are a scientist examining the surface of Mars. Explain using scientific words and terms.  

In your description include one or more of the following terms: Martian, Red Planet, orbit, terrain, 

rocky, atmosphere, mission.  

• What was surprising about the image? 

• What questions do you have about the image? 

 

 
Link to image 

 

 
Link to image 

 
Link to image 

 
Link to image 

 

 
Life on Mars 
Students will investigate what it would be like to live on Mars and what would be needed to sustain human 

life. Begin with a class brainstorm using the following 

questions to guide discussion: 

• What do you think it would be like to live on Mars? 

• What are the benefits of having a space settlement 

on Mars? 

• When planning for life on Mars what are some 

important things to think about?  

 

Students will then need to research conditions on Mars, so 

they can plan and design a settlement on Mars that will 

sustain human life. The following questions can help guide 

students’ research: 

• What are the conditions like on Mars? 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:7505_mars-curiosity-rover-gale-crater-beauty-shot-pia19839-full2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Opportunity_photo_of_Mars_outcrop_rock.jpg
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?feature=7250
https://www.nasa.gov/content/martian-sand-dunes-in-spring
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• What needs to be considered when planning a colony on Mars? For example: 

o Water supply 

o Atmosphere (air supply) 

o Temperature 

o Food production 

o Gravity 

o Waste management 

• What materials could be used to build a space settlement? 

 

 
Mars Quiz 
 

Mars Quiz Questions True False 

1. Mars is the 5th planet from the sun.      

2. Mars is approximately twice the size of Earth.     

3. Mars is known as the Red Planet because of its reddish, 

mercury-rich soil.   

  

4. Mars has 2 moons.   

5. The average temperature on Mars is about −63 °C   

6. The atmosphere on Mars is 80% carbon dioxide.   

7. Scientists have found evidence of water on Mars.   

8. The largest known volcano in the solar system is on Mars.   

9. The Mars rover Perseverance was named by a NASA astronaut.   

10. Mars was named after the Roman god of fire   

 
Answers: 1 False, Mars is the 4th planet, 2 False, 3 False, there is iron oxide on Mars’ surface, 4 True, 5 True, 6 False, carbon dioxide 
makes up 95% of the atmosphere, 7 True, 8 True, 9 False It was named by a 13-year-old, 10  False, it was named after the god of war. 

 

 

School Kid Names Mars Rover – BTN Newsbreak 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200306/12034956 
 

Mars Exploration Program – NASA 

https://mars.nasa.gov/# 
 

Mars: The Red Planet - NASA 

https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/mars/overview/ 
 

Mars Mission – BTN 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/mars-mission/10532102 
 

Curious Kids: What are some of the challenges of Mars travel? – ABC Education 

https://education.abc.net.au/newsandarticles/blog/-/b/3086168/curious-kids-what-are-some-of-the-

challenges-of-mars-travel

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/newsbreak/btn-newsbreak-20200306/12034956
https://mars.nasa.gov/
https://solarsystem.nasa.gov/planets/mars/overview/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/mars-mission/10532102
https://education.abc.net.au/newsandarticles/blog/-/b/3086168/curious-kids-what-are-some-of-the-challenges-of-mars-travel
https://education.abc.net.au/newsandarticles/blog/-/b/3086168/curious-kids-what-are-some-of-the-challenges-of-mars-travel
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Teacher Resource 

Fictional Podcasts 
 

 
1. Briefly summarise the BTN Fictional Podcasts story. 

2. Mackaroy Uncovered is the ABC’s first fictional podcast. True or 

false? 

3. What is Mackaroy Uncovered about? Write your own synopsis. 

4. What is a fictional podcast?  

5. How did families listen to radio plays in the 1930s and 40s? 

6. What happened after the radio drama War of the Worlds was first 

broadcast?  

7. Why did its author Orson Welles apologise to people? 

8. What are some advantages of podcasts over television? 

9. How are radio plays from the 1950s similar or different to podcasts 

of today? 

10. What do you like about podcasts? 

 

 
Class discussion  
Students will discuss the BTN Fictional Podcasts story in pairs and then 

share their thoughts with the class.  

• What do you know about podcasts? 

• Share with the class your favourite podcasts. What do you like about 

them? 

• What elements make up a podcast (e.g. sound effects, music, 

interviews)? 

• How can stories we hear (like in a podcast) sometimes be more 

powerful than stories in film or TV?  

 

 

Glossary 
Students will brainstorm a list of key words that relate to the BTN Fictional 

Podcasts story. Students may want to use pictures and diagrams to illustrate 

the meaning and create their own glossary. Here are some words to get 

them started. 

 

Fictional Podcast Audio 

Audience Sound Effects Radio play 

 

 
Students will plan, write and 
create their own fictional podcast 
for a specific audience. Students 
will explore the elements and 
techniques of effective 
storytelling. 
 
 
 

 

 
Media Arts – Years 3 and 4 
Plan, create and present media 
artworks for specific purposes 
with awareness of responsible 
media practice. 
 
Use media technologies to 
create time and space through 
the manipulation of images, 
sounds and text to tell stories. 
 
Media Arts – Years 5 and 6 
Plan, produce and present media 
artworks for specific audiences 
and purposes using responsible 
media practice. 
 
Develop skills with media 
technologies to shape space, 
time, movement and lighting 
within images, sounds and text. 
 
Media Arts – Years 7 and 8 
Plan, structure and design media 
artworks that engage audiences. 

 
Develop and refine media 
production skills to shape the 
technical and symbolic elements 
of images, sounds and text for a 
specific purpose and meaning. 
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Mackaroy Uncovered 

As a class listen to the first episode of the new ABC podcast Mackaroy Uncovered – a fictional podcast 

written for kids. Students will take their own notes as they listen to the podcast, on the content and its 

production elements. After listening to the first episode students will then respond to the following: 

 

• Write down what you know about Tang and Mitch so far? Describe each of the characters.  

• Write down five things you would like to know about Tang and Mitch. 

• What images did the podcast evoke? Describe and illustrate and aspect of the story.  

• What techniques do the writer’s use to create suspense in the story? Think about the words and 

sounds that are used.  

• What other production techniques used within the podcast did you notice? 

• What questions remain unanswered at the end of chapter one? What questions would you like 

answered? Swap your questions with other students in your class and try to answer each other’s.  

• Predict what you think will happen in the story. What clues are there in chapter one? 

• How many cast and crew do you think were involved in the making of the podcast? Go behind the 

scenes to see who made the podcast and what their roles were.  

 

 
Explore podcasts 
Students will explore and listen to a podcast that has been written for kids. Students can choose one of the 

following ABC podcasts or choose another podcast that interests them. 

 

 
Fierce Girls – ABC 

 
Mackaroy Uncovered – ABC 

 
Short & Curly – ABC 

 

After listening to an episode of their chosen podcast, students will then respond to the following questions: 

• What did you like or dislike about the podcast? 

• What did you notice about the sound quality? 

• Did you notice anything about the voices or content?  

• What sound effects did you notice? Describe them.  

• How many stars would you give it out of 5? 

• Write a review of the podcast. Include an illustration with your review. It could be a poster or a sketch 

of one of the characters from the story. 

 

Short & Curly Resources 
The ABC has developed classroom resources to support the Short & 

Curly podcast. The classroom resources are available as a PDF 

document, as an editable Word document or as a PowerPoint. 

 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/follow-the-data/12372652
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/extras/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/extras/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/fierce-girls/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/shortandcurly/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/shortandcurly/classroom-resource/
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What makes a good podcast? 
Students will plan and create their own fictional podcast or alternatively create a podcast about a topic of 

their choice. Begin by clarifying student’s understanding of what a podcast is and what makes a podcast 

successful. Working in pairs, ask students to discuss and record their responses to the following questions:  

• What are the main elements of a podcast? 

• What makes a good podcast? 

• How are podcasts made? 

• Do you listen to podcasts? What podcast topics interest you? 

 

Make your own podcast 
Students will use the following to help guide the making of their podcast. Students will work together in 

groups of 2-3 and produce a two-minute podcast.  

 

 

Pre-production • Topic – what is your podcast about? 

• Collaborate – who will you work with to make the podcast? What 

are your roles? 

• Name – give your podcast a name. 

• Audience – who will listen to the podcast? How will you keep your 

listeners engaged?  

• Format – will there be a host? What will you include in your 

podcast? Will it be a series of episodes? 

• Research and writing – decide on your content and write a script. 

Write a synopsis for your podcast.  

• Rehearse – practise speaking and rehearse the content aloud 

before recording your podcast.  

Recording 
 

• Hardware and software – what equipment will you use to make 

your podcast? What software will you use to record your podcast? 

Make sure you have the required hardware and software – you will 

need a computer or Smartphone with a microphone and software 

such as the free Audacity or Podomatic. Some Mac’s come with 

GarageBand which is well suited to making podcasts. 

• Sound – where will you record the podcast? Make sure it is in a 

quiet place. If using your smartphone, make sure you know where 

the microphone is on your phone.  

• Record your podcast! Playback (using headphones) your recording 

to see how well you did. 

Post-production • Software – what software will you use to edit your podcast? 

• Sounds effects – consider using a mix of digital sound effects found 

on the internet and sound effects made using your own props.  

Publishing • Publish – publish your podcast live. Consider using Buzzsprout to 

publish your podcast or a paid service like Libsyn. 

• Promote your podcast – Your school's website is a good place to 

start as well as their newsletter and social media sites. BTN would 

also love to share your podcast, just email a link to 

BTN@abc.net.au 

https://sourceforge.net/projects/audacity/
https://www.podomatic.com/
https://www.apple.com/mac/garageband/
https://www.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.libsyn.com/
mailto:BTN@abc.net.au
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How to build stories 

Storytelling is key in the making of a successful 

fictional podcast.  Start this activity by asking your 

students what they think a story is, recording their 

ideas during the discussion. Talk to students about the 

elements and techniques of effective storytelling.  

 

In pairs, students will make a list of useful tips for story 

writing, including tips on how to build character 

development, plot tension and narrative. 

 

Use the ABC Education’s Digibook How to build 

Stories, which explains how to build your own stories, 

using tricks to create exciting characters, plots, settings, genres and language. 

 

 

 

Creative writing 

Before writing their own fictional podcast, students will choose one of the following three activities to help 

start the creative writing process.  

 

1. A BABY AND A DINOSAUR! 

Write your own short imaginative piece about a baby and a dinosaur. Start by brainstorming possible 

scenarios. Remember to bring danger in from where the reader is least expecting it. Experiment with 

different narrative structures such as flashback and multiple perspectives. Consider making a quick 8 page 

mini-book from one piece of paper to present your story.  

 

2. FIND STORY IDEAS 

Look through recycled newspapers or magazines for interesting pictures. Alternatively choose your favourite 

realist painting.  Look for pictures that catch your eye and provide strong visuals of characters and settings. 

Choose one picture to help spark a story. Respond to the following questions: What’s happening in the 

scene, when is it happening, who are the characters, what are they doing? Once you have brainstormed 

some ideas, begin writing your story about the picture. 

 

3. FOLDING STORY BASED ON THE EXQUISITE CORPSE 

Exquisite corpse is a method by which a collection of words is collectively assembled. Each collaborator 

adds to a composition in sequence, either by following a rule, or by being allowed to see only the end of what 

the previous person contributed 

 

The instruction provides outline details for writing a narrative, but it could also be used for writing a poem. If 

writing a narrative, students will write a beginning, middle (with a complication) and an ending (with a 

resolution). Students will work in groups of three to create their folding story, using the following steps. 

 

How to: 1. Fold an A4 piece of paper into three equal parts. 

2. The first person begins writing the beginning of the story on the first section of the 

paper. The last word they are going to write should be written onto the next section. 

3. The second person uses the word that is written as the start of the second section 

(middle) of the story – it should include a complication. The last word they are going 

to write should be written onto the next section. 

4. The third person uses the word that is written as the start of the third section (ending) 

of the story – it should include a resolution for the story. 

https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/digibook/2000107/how-to-build-stories
https://education.abc.net.au/home#!/digibook/2000107/how-to-build-stories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21qi9ZcQVto
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5. NOW – SHARE! 

Reflect Reflect on the activity by responding to the following questions: 

• What did you enjoy about this investigation? 

• What did you find surprising? 

 

 

 

 

Mackaroy Uncovered – ABC 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/ 

 

Podcast Kid – BTN 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/podcast-kid/10530902 

 

Fierce Girls – ABC 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/fierce-girls/ 

 

Radio Plays – BTN 

https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/radio-plays/10532028 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/mackaroy-uncovered/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/podcast-kid/10530902
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/fierce-girls/
https://www.abc.net.au/btn/classroom/radio-plays/10532028
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BTN Transcript: Episode 19 – 21/7/20 
 
Hey, Amelia Moseley, here. Hope you had a great holiday. Welcome back to another term of BTN. Let’s 
check out what's coming up. We find out why TikTok is causing debate, learn more about the rovers on their 
way to Mars and meet the young star of the ABC's first fictional podcast.  
 

Victoria Restrictions 
Reporter: Jack Evans 
 
INTRO: But first today, we thought we'd check in with some kids in Victoria. As I'm sure you know that state's 
going through a tough time at the moment. A big spike in COVID-19 cases has put Melbourne and Mitchell 
Shire back in lockdown and Victorians have been cut off from travelling into other states. Let's find out more. 

 
AKSHITH: At first, I didn't really want to believe it. But then the second time I heard it, I saw it on TV so I 
actually had to believe it.  
 
DANIEL ANDREWS, PREMIER OF VICTORIA: From July 20 prep to year 10 will go back to remote and 
flexible learning. 
 
ROSE: I do not feel very good as we have just gone back to school for 2 weeks after 3 months of remote 
learning and now we have to do that again. 
 
Yep for the next few weeks at least, students in Greater Melbourne and Mitchell Shire will be learning from 
home. Unless their parents are essential workers or they're in years 11 and 12. 
 
ROSE: I'm more prepared because I kind of know what to expect and I know what works for me and I know 
how to structure my day.  
 
AKSHITH: There is actually the big danger of procrastinating as you aren't really in a work filled environment 
and the need to work isn't really there. 
 
It's fair to say we all know the reason, COVID-19. You see while most states and territories have been 
easing restrictions after getting the virus under control, Victoria has had a huge spike in infections. So, the 
State Premier decided that Melbourne and Mitchell Shire had to go back into lockdown. 
 
DANIEL ANDREWS: I didn't want to be in this position, no Victorian does. But let’s not see this as simply an 
inconvenience. It's much more than that, it’s a pandemic.  
 
FRANKIE: A few weeks ago, we thought everything was fine and now the cases are starting to rise more, 
and we thought we could see our friends again, but now we can't.   
 
BEN: I mean we've already been in the lockdown, so we know what to expect. But it can be quite annoying 
sometimes because you might want to go see your friends, but you can't because you have to stay inside. 
But we also know why they are doing it to keep us safe. 
 
NATSHALI: It feels a bit annoying because I can't see my friends and go to school and play like sports and 
go on school camps.  
 
People living in lockdown areas are only allowed to leave their homes to get food and essential items, care 
and care giving, daily exercise and for work or study, but only if it can't be done from home. The Government 
has also made it compulsory for people to wear a face mask when they go out and if they don’t, they could 
get a $200 fine. Meanwhile NSW is on high alert after a cluster of new cases popped up. To try and stop the 
virus spreading further states have decided to close their borders to Victorians. Which has made it pretty 
difficult for people who live in places like Albury-Wodonga, which is on the border of NSW and Victoria, and it 
isn't uncommon to cross between the two states multiple times a day. 



 

 
MADDIE: My parents do for work. It does mean I do have to get permission to go over the border to see my 
grandpa who's in hospital. 
 
While the restrictions might feel a bit tough experts are hoping if people follow them and continue practicing 
social distancing, we can get the virus under control again while the search continues for a vaccine. 
 
ROSE: You should remind yourself that this isn't going to be forever and one day it's going to be over and it's 
going to be a strange memory.  
 
BEN: We should all practice social distancing and stay inside so we can all stop the spread of coronavirus 
and keep everyone's hygiene safe and we can also wear a mask to help stop the spread as well.  
 
NATSHALI: It's important so that coronavirus can end quicker and then we can all get back to doing 
everything normally.  

 

Ask a Reporter 
 
If you have any questions about that story, I’ll be around Friday to answer them. You can head to our 
website for all the details.  

 

News Quiz 
 
The president of which country has tested positive for coronavirus? Is it Peru, Bolivia or Brazil? It’s Jair 
Bolsonaro, the President of Brazil. It’s got the world’s second highest rate of COVID-19 infections and 
Bolsonaro’s been criticised in the past for saying the virus isn’t that serious. 
 
Speaking of which, what was US President Donald Trump spotted wearing for the first time since the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic? If you said a face mask, you’d be right on the money. Mr Trump has famously 
never been seen in one despite them being recommended by many experts. But the President says they 
have a time and a place, and he’s never been against them. 
 
Can you name this famous American who says he wants Mr Trump’s job? It’s Kanye West of course. He 
announced he was going to run for the presidency via Twitter and launched his campaign on the weekend 
although there's still some debate about whether he'll actually be a serious candidate. 
 
And an American man has just broken his own world Jenga record for stacking a whole heap of pieces on 
one upright piece. How many did he manage? 285, 385 or 485? He stacked 485 up and then his son come 
in and do this. 

 

Hong Kong Laws 
Reporter: Olivia Mason 
 
INTRO: Now to Hong Kong where a lot of people are worried about new laws that have been brought in by 
China's government. It says the laws are aimed at ending the months of sometimes violent protests that've 
been going on there, but others say they could mean the beginning of the end of Hong Kong's unique way of 
life. Liv explains. 

 
It's the sprawling city full of skyscrapers, trams and lush green jungles, and to the people that call it home it's 
a pretty special place to live. 
 
ISABELLA, HONG KONG RESIDENT: I also like Hong Kong because there are so many different people 
from different places living in one small city. The food is also really great. There's not only Chinese food, but 
there's so many different types of food. 
 
Isabella's from Australia but she lives in Hong Kong with her family. 
 
ISABELLA: There are lots of things to see like attractions, Disneyland, Big Buddha, you can go on lots of 
boats and things like that. Also, Hong Kong is one of the only places in the world to have Cantonese as its 
national language. 
 



 

One of the things that makes Hong Kong unique is its history. For 156 years it was part of the British Empire. 
The UK took it from China in the 1800s as part of an agreement following a war between the two countries. 
Over that time, it became a big, bustling city with a mix of Western and Eastern culture. People spoke 
English and Cantonese, there was a British education system and Hongkongers had some freedoms that 
people in communist China didn't. In 1997, the UK agreed to hand Hong Kong back to China. 
 
CHARLES, PRINCE OF WALES: We shall not forget you, and we shall watch with the closest interest as you 
embark on this new era of your remarkable history. 
 
But to try to preserve Hong Kong's way of life, the two countries agreed on a policy called 'one country, two 
systems' which meant that for the next 50 years, Hong Kong would have its own government and its own 
laws. Since then, things haven't exactly gone smoothly. A lot of Hongkongers feel like China has too much 
control over their government and laws and that's led to many big protests like this over the years. 
 
JOSHUA WONG, ACTIVIST: One country, two systems is being strongly eroded to being one country, one 
system. Our voice is being silenced and being suppressed and now it's Beijing who broke the promise of the 
signed British declaration. 
 
You see as part of one country, two systems China is allowed to make laws about national security, which 
it's done. Recently, it brought in some new laws which mean people who criticise the government, act 
violently, or work with foreign forces could be severely punished. It’s also banning some books and making 
some changes to education. China says it's designed to bring peace back to Hong Kong, but some are 
worried about what it means for the city's future. Some countries including Australia and the UK have offered 
support and even a new home to Hongkongers. 
 
SCOTT MORRISON, PRIME MINISTER: For skilled and graduate visa holders we'll be extending visas by 5 
years from today with a pathway to permanent residency at the end of those 5 years. 
 
But that's made China angry. 
 
ZHAO LIJAN, CHINESE FOREIGN MINISTRY: Hong Kong matters are China's internal affair. Foreign forces 
should not interfere. 
 
To many Hongkongers it's an uncertain time, but they're hoping as things change in the future, they can 
preserve the things they love about this unique city. 
 

Did You Know? 
 
Did you know Hong Kong has more skyscrapers than any other city on the planet?  
 

TikTok Ban 
Reporter: Olivia Mason 
 
INTRO: Now to what some are calling the Tiktokalypse. The popular app has been at the centre of a lot of 
controversy lately. It's been banned in India, it's removed itself from Hong Kong and some politicians in the 
US and even Australia are asking people to delete it. So, what's going on? Liv found out. 

 
It's home to all sorts of videos, from the laugh out loud ones, to the sob out loud ones, the wholesome ones, 
and everything in between. And whether you love it or hate it, there's no denying TikTok has blown up. But 
lately there's been a fair bit of debate about the app with some celebs and politicians calling on people to 
delete it. So, what's the deal? It's got to do with concerns about the data the app collects and who has 
access to it.  
 
See if you opt in, TikTok can collect your social network contacts, your GPS position and your personal 
information like your age and phone number as well as the content that you post. Oh, and you have to give it 
access to your camera and mic. Now, that's not unusual. Heaps of other apps collect your personal 
information and use it to figure out what to advertise to you. But the reason that TikTok is being talked about 
at the moment is because the company that owns it, ByteDance, is Chinese and right now there's a bit of 
tension between China's government and some other countries. 
 
There are lots of different reasons for that, from what's going on in Hong Kong, to disagreements over trade, 
allegations of spying and cybercrime and disputes over land. Recently there was fighting between Chinese 



 

and Indian soldiers in this Chinese controlled area of the Himalayas. Yeah, I know, it's a long way away from 
this, but it actually led to India banning a bunch of Chinese apps, including TikTok. The US government says 
it's also looking into banning TikTok because it says China could use it to spy on citizens. 
 
FOX NEWS REPORTER: Would you recommend that people download that app on their phones? 
 
MIKE POMPEO: Only if you want your private information in the hands of the Chinese Communist Party. 
 
China says it's being treated unfairly, and Chinese companies always respect other countries' laws. TikTok's 
owners and its American boss also say the app is safe. They say users' data is stored in Singapore and the 
US, not China and it doesn't hand any of it to the Chinese government. In fact, TikTok recently shut itself 
down in Hong Kong because of the new national security laws which could get local users in trouble. To 
some, it was a sign that TikTok is trying to protect people's privacy although others aren't as convinced. Here 
in Australia some politicians have called for a TikTok ban.  
 
ANDREW HASTIE, LIBERAL MP: I certainly don’t want my children’s data going to a foreign country who 
might use it for nefarious purposes.  
 
But others, like the Premier of Victoria aren't worried at all and even use the app regularly themselves.  
Awww look at his cute cat. There's likely to be more of an investigation by the Australian government into 
TikTok and the data it collects later this year. But no matter what happens it's probably a good reminder to 
be careful when you use any sort of app. Go through your own privacy settings and turn apps' access to 
things off if they don't need it. And always be mindful about your digital footprint and the data and content 
you put online because while sharing can be fun, there are some things that you really should keep to 
yourself. 
 

Mars Rovers 
Reporter: Cale Matthews 
 
INTRO: The United Arab Emirates has just launched its very first Martian rover on a mission to explore Mars' 
atmosphere. It's one of three rovers from three different countries scheduled to take off this month. So, Cale 
found out more about them and their place in the history of Mars exploration. 

 
If you're planning a trip to Mars this month, traffic might be a little heavy. 
 
AIRPORT ANNOUNCEMENT: Flight 655 heading to Mars, your flight has been delayed, we're still waiting 
for the runway to clear. 
 
Yep, 3 different Mars missions, from 3 different countries, are all planning to blast off in July. You see, right 
now is a great time for a little Martian getaway. Between mid-July and mid-August this year, Earth and Mars 
are in the perfect position to allow the shortest possible trip. The first cab, or rocket, off the rank is the United 
Arab Emirates, which took off on the weekend from a Japanese island, on its very first Martian mission. Its 
orbiter will study the atmosphere of Mars. 
 
OMRAN SHARAF, MARS MISSION DIRECTOR: For the first time, the scientific community around the world 
will get a holistic view of the Martian atmosphere at different times of the day at different seasons. 
 
Then there's China which is making its second attempt to land on Mars with the world's first orbiter, lander, 
and rover combo, Tianwen-1. The last mission, pencilled in for the 30th of July is from NASA. Their rover, 
Perseverance, is going to the red planet to collect rocks, which NASA hopes to bring back to Earth one day. 
But unlike China and the UAE, the USA are kinda veterans when it comes to Mars. 
 
Back in the 60s America was part of a race with the USSR to explore as much of space as possible, 
including Mars. There were a few failures, but in 1965 the Mariner mission gave us our first glimpse of the 
Martian surface. In the 70s Mariner 9 and Viking 1 showed us evidence of ancient water, and in 1997 this 
little guy became the first vehicle to move around the planet, even if it was only for 100 metres, to look for 
any signs of ancient life. Since then, NASA's had 9 different rovers, and they've made some interesting 
discoveries. Sorry, no Martians, but they have found organic molecules which are the building blocks of life. 
So, they're, well, persevering and they're hoping this robot will make even more discoveries. That's if it 
makes it. 
 
See Mars is notoriously hard to land on. Not only is it, you know, another planet, it hasn't got much 



 

atmosphere which means it’s very hard to slow spacecraft down. The time it takes to go from 20,000 kays an 
hour to zero has been dubbed the 7 minutes of terror. If anything goes wrong, it can be a waste of billions of 
dollars, and years of hard work. No pressure guys. It'll be another year before these latest missions make it 
to Mars, and there's sure to be a lot of nerves and a lot of excitement, as the world waits for the next chapter 
of Martian exploration. 

 

Did You Know? 
 
Did you know NASA's Perseverance rover was named by a school kid? Alexander Mather beat 28 thousand 
other students in a competition to give the mission a name. Mars missions are very hard but they’re also very 
rewarding, and it takes a lot of perseverance and effort from a lot of the people on the team to make these 
missions happen. 

 

Sport 
 
There have been some big changes to the AFL season, again. For starters, all Victorian clubs are now 
based in Queensland. The AFL is also planning a sort of Footy Fiesta for rounds 9 to 12. You see, there are 
about 100 matches of the season yet to be played. To help speed things up 33 matches will be played 
across 19 consecutive days from Wednesday July 29. Yeah it's a lot of days and a lot of footy. 
 
GILLON MCLACHLAN, CEO AFL: The evolving situation around different states and communities has meant 
we've had to make decisions quickly and the relevant adjustments to ensure the season continues. 
 
As for the Grand Final, it's not official yet but it's likely to be set on the 17th of October and for the first time in 
122 years it might not be held at the MCG. In the meantime, we've been treated to some pretty exciting 
games. Like this thriller between Port Adelaide and Carlton which came down to Robbie Gray’s single kick 
after the siren. Nailed it. 
 

Fictional Podcasts 
Reporter: Cale Matthews 
 
INTRO: Finally, today, you're about to meet one of the stars of the ABC's first fictional podcast for kids. It's 
called Mackaroy Uncovered and don't worry we won't give you any spoilers, but we will find out a bit more 
about the interesting history of audio adventures. Here's Cale. 

 
Believe it or not, these kids are performing in a play. Just without an audience or a theatre. They're part of 
the ABC's very first fictional podcast for kids called Mackaroy Uncovered. 
 
NYA COFIE, MACKAROY UNCOVERED ACTOR: So Mackaroy is this small country town and it kind of 
follows the story of 2 high school friends, Tang and Mitch. Tang’s always really curious. She gets a bit too 
curious and stumbles upon a certain spoiler that I’m not going to reveal. 
 
Basically fiction podcasts are like movies without the pictures, or an audio book with sound effects, and while 
the name "fictional podcasts" is relatively new, the idea certainly isn't. Before TV existed, radio was king. 
Families huddled around to listen to radio plays in all sorts of genres from soap operas to horrors. 
 
While movies had corny, and pretty expensive special effects, radio plays could let your imagination run wild, 
and for a fraction of the price. In fact in 1938, this radio drama adapted from the book War of the Worlds, 
caused a bit of a stir. Newspapers reported people actually thought aliens were invading Earth, and the 
narrator of the play Orson Welles had to apologise the day after it was broadcast. 
 
ORSON WELLES: We are deeply shocked and deeply regretful about the results of last night’s broadcast. 
 
But in the 1950s everything changed, okay well not everything. While many people predicted TV would 
replace radio, it carried on, and today business is kinda booming. The rise of podcasting has seen a 
renaissance of radio dramas, and digital sound effects mean I can take you from a rainforest to an airplane 
with the click of a button. See fiction podcasts are super popular because it's like listening to a movie 
wherever you go. I can listen while I walk, while I drive, and even while I work. 
 
LEELA, REPORTER: Cale, you finished the fiction podcast story?  
 



 

CALE: REPORTER: Yeah, we’re watching it.  
 
NYA COFIE, MACKAROY UNCOVERED: I think fiction podcasts are a really cool thing because it really gets 
the audience to channel their imagination and use a different part of their brain. 
 
The rise of fiction podcasts has also given young actors like Nya the opportunity to try a whole new world of 
audio performance. 
 
NYA COFIE: I've always loved speaking in general, but yeah fiction podcasts channel a certain part of my 
personality that I really like. 
 
So, next time you need a movie on the go, why not try a fiction podcast? Or if you're like me, why not make 
your own. Aliens have invaded the ABC. 
 

Closer 
 
If you want to listen to Mackaroy Uncovered, you can find it at abc.net.au/mackaroyuncovered or on free 
podcast apps. That's it for this week but we'll be back next week with more news. In the meantime, you can 
keep up to date with BTN Newsbreak every weeknight and if you're 13 or over you can subscribe to our 
YouTube channel.  Have a great week and look out for each other. See you soon. Bye.  
 


