"surf ‘'said she ‘believed: officials
attention to thésafety ‘concerns of athlet S,
“We are there to protect lives, niot to'put them m

danger,” said Corbett.

“I'don’t thmk they paid enough attentlon to safe— .

ty.

serious.”

Dozens of competitors, mcludmg top ironmen
and women, were injured throughout the carnival
and yesterday a ‘teénage boat crew member went
missing, presumed drowned, after the Kurrawa boat |
overturned during one of the final events. =

Corbett and Samantha O’Brien, from -Sydney,
had to be rescued on Saturday after they were
dumped and severely injured during the semi-finals

of the ironwoman event.

They said it should never have happened.
Before the race a unanimous decision was
reached by the ironwomen that conditions were too
.dangerous. '
Officials ignored their pleas and started the race
anyway, but only half the competitors made it to the

end.
“It was pretty scary .

event in conditions like thcsc, the organisers are go-
.ifig to have to rethink things a bit,” said Corbctt
“Safety. should be the number one priority.”
~Corbett did not make it to the final and suffered
-bruised ribs and an injured back, and will undergo
“tests today for a suspected punctured kidney.
O’Brien’s injuries also put her out of medal con-
tention as she was knocked unconscious when her ski
hit her. She was taken to hospital with head injuries.
“Samantha and I are two of the best female surf
lifesavers in Australia and if the surf is throwing us
around and causing us injuries, more inexperienced
people should not have to go out,”
“t is not right to send juniors out in those condi-

tions.

“They waited unt11 way too late to hear the safety

concerns.”

Fellow ironwoman
Karla Gilbert, whose
hand was crushed in the
heats, said the ultimate
decision to compete lay
with the athletes, but it
was difficult to say ‘no’
after putting so much
time into training.

Ambulance officers
said 16. compestitors
were taken to hospital,
throughout the carnival,
with head and back in-
juries.

The on-site first aid
tent was also kept busy,
with several athletes be-
ing treated for cuts,
bruises, sprains and oth-
er injuries.

h, despxte dangerous con xt s, ‘goes
v»agamst thc assomatlons basw prmmples,

“You just had to look at how many people were
gettmg hurt and ‘how many of those m;unes were”

. if they want to hold the

said Corbett.

if

VETERAN Gold Ceast surf lifesaver
Ron Payne last night said the tragedy
surrounding the presumed drowning of a
teenage competitor at the Australian surf
lifesaving championships was a tragic end
to one of the most controversial events on
record.

Mr Payne, who has 36 years’ experience in
surf lifesaving, said the shockmg conclasion to
the champmnshlp was ‘an extraordmary sztu—
ation’.

“P’ve mever seen gmwn men cry at a surf
lifesaving carnival before, but men were open-
Iy crying when it was revealed someone was
missing,” said Mr Payne.

SUALTY: Reen Corbeit receives emergency treatment after be-
ing injured by a huge wave which smashed her board during heats of the
lifesaving championships. Corbett suffered bruised ribs and an injured
back, and will undergo tesis today for a suspectied punciured kudney.

“Emotions were running high and I dom’t
think amyone could believe it had happened.”

Mr Payne said he could not remember a
carnival where a2 competitor had died.

He said competitors met with officials yes-
terday morning prior to the start of the event
and a ma]oraty voted to compete on the final
day.

“This is an extraordinary situation and
tragically unfortunate, but no-one is to blame
for a tragedy like this,” said Mr Payne.

“As lifesavers, we know the risks week in
and week out. We train in horrendous condi-
tions and this weekend we were competing in
horrendous conditions.

“Rut when you become a surf lifesaver you

taken to
- jurles. Ei

' ; possnble to’can-
cel ‘or postpone the event.
i SLSAchief executive
"-Scott Derwin said an im=
‘mediate’“investigdtion
would ‘be held into’ the
-cause of -the accident. **-
o “Surf lifesaving will
conduct an ‘immediate in-
vestigation ‘into - this.
We'll look at all the cir-
cumstances into the acci-
dent,” said Mr Derwin.
“It was am unfortu-
nate tragedy and hearts
- . of -every lifesaver on the
' Gold Coast and through-
.. out Australia go out to.
the family.”
© “We're not sure what
happened to the ‘missing
member at this stage.”
Mr Derwin said he
was confident officials
did everything they could

from the event.

train to risk your life to save others amnd,
sometimes, lifesavers make the ultimate sacri-
fice,” he said.

Mr Payme, who was at yesterday’s surf
ilfesavmg carnival at Kurrawa, described the
conditions as ‘bad and changeable’. But he
said conditions were no worse than the nation-
al championships of 1989 and 1975.

Mr Payre, who was a champion sweep
with the Tallebudgera boat crew for a number
of years, said yesterday’s seas had a tremen-
dous amount of strength.

“f think it would be unfair to describe
these conditions as the worst ever but I think
they would’ve been.on a parallel with some of
the other championships of the past,” he said.

--conditions have: changed
~hour by hour,” he said.

worst . thmg ‘has ‘beeii

Mr Derwin said it was
premature to say that the
championships ‘may be
moved to another loca-
tion next year. Kurrawa
was named this year as
the venue of the champi- .
onships for the pext 10
years.

“We were confldent
today our members were
able te complete the
course. They undertake
rescues im conditions
more difficult than
these,” he said.

“The ultimate deci-
sion is made by the coun-
cil referee (Alan Inwood),
the national competition
director and’ myself as
the CEQ.”

Ironmen preparing to
contest the last event of
the day, the opem men’s
final, unanimously agreed
to call off the event out of
respect to the missing
boy and his family.

Medics warned of surf injuries

DOCTORS from the Gold Coast Hospital made a
desperate phone call to organisers of the Australian
surf lifesaving championships at the weekend con-
cerned about the number of injuries they were seeing

A hospital spokeswoman said emergency person-
nel grew worried on Saturday after 10 people were
brought in by ambulance on Saturday and others
_arrived for treatment under their own steam.

Injuries at the hospital ranged from concussion

and strained muscles to
cuts and bruises.

The spokeswoman
said the unprecedented
intervention from hospi-
tal staff was prompted
by the number of severe
injuries which needed
treatment.

“The emergency de-
partment contacted
safety officers at the
carnival and expressed
their grave concern
about potential life-

threatening injuries
which they were see-
ing,” she said.

“There were 100
many cases from just
one carnival,” she
said.

ettt e

earance and presumed death‘
esterday ‘afternoon of a young
lifesaver to convince the organis-
ers and the lifesavers themselves‘

ers Paradnse provuled lngh speed,
‘action in a finale to a festival of
‘colour and wide-ranging enter-
‘tainment, at Kurrawa the gladla-i
~tors of the surf were locked in
‘combat in a sport devoted pri-
manly to a long tradition of sav-
mg hves. The lngh nsks of motor

ir amlhes and clubmat

’natlong_l titles with any _tho
or expectation that even thou
_some risks were involved, comp.
 ing in a surf boat race could hj
'.}fatal consequences. nlh

¢ the Gold Coast IndyCar -
in‘the streets of Surf-




