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On a Wing
and a Prayer

The fight for survival

of a Carnaby’s Cockatoo family



Meet the Carnaby’s family – Mum, Dad and the egg.
Experience every milestone in their life cycle –
documented in this epic of love, loss and sheer
endurance.  

Once famous in Australian folklore as the “rain birds”, the Carnaby’s

Cockatoo is now a species on the brink of extinction. Not only do they

face the loss of native food and habitat, but some are still smuggled

for private collections and others are illegally shot.  

ON A WING AND A PRAYER tells the story of one engaging Carnaby’s

Cockatoo family and Senior Wildlife Investigator Rick Dawson, who

has made their survival his life mission. 

Our story begins with a pair of adult Carnaby’s – partners for life –

and their unique nest selection process and elaborate courtship and

mating rituals. Competition for breeding hollows is fierce, so once the

nest is selected it must be defended against potential intruders –

including poachers, reptiles and other birds.   

Through our “nest-cam” we witness the miracle of life, as the first

fluffy Carnaby chick breaks through its shell. A few days later a

smaller, second chick hatches, but sadly dies. 

Life in the nest may be challenging, but in the wild it’s even more

serious. The male Carnaby’s risks predators, exhaustion and road

traffic to provide for his growing family. With a little help from Rick,

they might just make it.

ON A WING AND A PRAYER captures a remarkable journey, seen

through the eyes of one small cockatoo family and the wildlife

investigator who passionately shepherds them on their life journey.
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